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PROGRAM
Fantasia  Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck 
    (1562-1621)

Mazurka in C# Minor, Op. 63, no. 3 Frédéric Chopin 
    (1810-1849) 

Fantasy in F# Minor, Op. 28 Felix Mendelssohn 
  I. Con moto agitato – andante   (1809-1847)
  II. Allegro con moto
  III. Presto

introduction and rondo in eb Major, Op. 16 Frédéric Chopin  
   

Bahar St. (2006) Hooshyar Khayam 
 

from Five Pieces for Piano, Op. 34   Paul Ben-Haim 
   Pastorale  (1897-1984)
   Toccata

Assaf Sommer was born in Jerusalem, israel and started taking piano 
lessons at the age of 5. at the age of 12, he was accepted to the rubin 
Conservatory of Music in Jerusalem from which he graduated with 
excellence at the age of 17. He was recommended by the Ministry of 
education to be given the status of an “outstanding musician” for his 
mandatory service in the israeli army between the years 1996-1999. He 
was awarded second prize at the Summit Music Festival in new york in 
1998 and gave his new york debut there the following year.

He received his bachelor’s degree from the rubin academy of Music 
and Dance in Jerusalem under the guidance of Mark and tatiana 
Dukelsky and Professor Benjamin Oren. He was a prizewinner from the 
america-israel Cultural Foundation from 2000-2003.

He was accepted to the Manhattan School of Music and was the only 
student of the renowned pianist eugene istomin in 2002. He later 
studied with James tocco and graduated in 2004.

as a winner of artists international, he was presented in solo recital 
debut in Carnegie Hall in 2006. the same year he began his doctoral 
studies at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music 
in the studio of eugene Pridonoff.

Sommer has participated in master classes with emanuel ax, Oxana 
yablonskaya, Vladimir Viardo, Jeffery Swan and Malcolm Bilson, among 
others. He has performed both solo and chamber concerts in new 
york, Virginia, Ohio, Chicago, St. Louis and throughout israel.

in 2009, Sommer was invited to Ohio northern University where he 
played a recital both on harpsichord and piano followed by a master 
class and lecture. the same year, he was a semi-finalist in the Concert 
artists Guild Competition in new york City.

Sommer is currently pursuing a doctoral degree and artist diploma at 
CCM and studies piano with Michael Chertock and harpsichord with 
Vivian Montgomery.


