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Professor A. J. Lancaster

Born in Durham, England, Professor Lancaster came to the United States as a young man after
. having completed instruction at the London, England, College of Music, where he studied

organ and composition. Having arrived in Portsmouth, Virginia, he turned down a job in the
midwest to succeed a fellow Englishman as organist and choir director at Monumental
Methodist Church. He held that position until his death. His mastery inspired a reverence at
the organ where he began his music career with the church in 1911. "Professor" was known
to recruit young people from many other choirs in the city to sing for special programs at
Monumental.

"Professor" also taught voice and piano lessons from his studio as well as organ lessons from
Monumental. Lessons were generously given to those who could not afford to pay as well as
to those who could pay.

He taught music at Woodrow Wilson High School from 1929 until 1947, at which time he
became Director of Music for Portsmouth Public Schools. He held this position until
retirement in 1959. At Wilson High School, he organized the "Wilson Sextet" and when there
were only five girls, they were named the "Melody Five." These groups were a favorite of
his--picking them up for performances and taking them home afterward. He wrote a
Christmas Lullaby for the children of Portsmouth schools which is still sung by groups as often
as possible. He was greatly instrumental in helping to organize the Massanetta Springs Music
Camp near Harrisonburg, Virginia, where he served on the faculty for 19 years.

Professor served as president of the Portsmouth Community Concert Association for 13
consecutive years--from 1943 until 1956. He and Mrs. Lancaster cordially opened their home
to many of the artists when they came to Portsmouth to perform. He was serving as concert
master at the time of his death.

Professor Lancaster was a past president and honorary member of The Portsmouth Music
Study Club. During the year following his death, they established The Lancaster Memorial
Scholarship Fund--a living memorial to help graduating seniors from secondary schools in
Portsmouth and Western Branch to continue their education in the field of music. He served
as State Chairman of Religious Music for the Virginia Federation of Music Clubs.

He was a life member of the Loyal Order of Moose and a member of the Portsmouth Kiwanis
Club. He was a member of Seaboard Lodge No. 56 AF&AM, Mt. Horeb Royal Arch Chapter
II, Portsmouth Commandery No.5 and Norfolk Khedive Temple Shrine.

"Professor" married the former Bessie Payne of Salem, Virginia, while she was teaching
school in Norfolk. Mrs. Lancaster graciously complimented his life. They had two sons,
Arthur J. Lancaster, Jr. and John M. Lancaster.

He was named First Citizen of Portsmouth for 1958. At the award presentation in 1959, this
19th first citizen was described by Justice Lawrence W. I'Anson as "the greatest contributor
to music culture in Portsmouth who gave of his talents to young people of the City of
Portsmouth, seeking out musically gifted children, teaching them, encouraging them, willingly
giving to them of his time in developing their talent. "

"Professor" remains in the hearts of appreciative people who knew and loved him. He said
often that he never regretted making the choice of Portsmouth for his home. Portsmouth is
proud and indebted to have been his chosen city.
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Program

NORTH AMERICAN MADRIGALS

The Urchins' Dance Stephen Chatman
(from An Elizabethan Spring, 1983)*

Tears (from An Unknown Past, 1951)* Ned Rorem

10 son la primavera William Hawley
(from Six Madrigals, 1986)*

Of Crows and Clusters (1972) * Norman Delio [oio

MUSIC OF OUR TIME

The Rose (1969)*

Epitaph for Moonlight (1968)*

John Paynter

R. Murray Schafer

GREAT AMERICAN CHORUSES

Alleluia (1940)*

The Promise of Living
(from The Tender Land;

Randall Thompson

Aaron Copland

NEW MUSIC FROM ESTONIA

Raua needmine (Curse Upon Iron)
(1972, revised 1991) Veljo Tormis

Intermission



FOUR SHAKESPEARE SONGS

Fancie (1961)* Benjamin Britten

The Cloud-Capp'd Towers Ralph Vaughan Williams
(from Three Shakespeare Songs, 1951)*

Take, 0 Take Those Lips Away Emma Lou Diemer
(from Three Madrigals, 1960)*

Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind
(from Music to Hear, 1985)*

George Shearing

THE WARLAND CABARET SINGERS
Jerry Rubino, Conductor

selections to be announced from the stage

ABIT OF FOLK

Alouette French-Canadian (Robert Sund)

Water Under Snow is Weary Finnish (Harri "U7essen)

o Danny Boy Irish (Fred Prentice)

Cindy* American (Carol Barnett)
*recorded by The Dale Warland Singers



THE DALE WARLAND SINGERS
The Dale Warland Singers, widely recognized as one of the nation's fore-
most professional choral ensembles, have become especially well known
for superb a cappella performances of choral masterworks and for expand-
ing the choral repertoire through commissions of exciting new works. The
36-voice group was founded in 1972 in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis
and St. Paul, and since has developed a loyal following of millions through
domestic and international tours, subscription concerts, recordings and
appearances on A Prairie Home Companion and St. Paul Sunday
Morning. An annual holiday program, Echoes of Christmas, is heard by
an estimated 7 million American Public Radio listeners each year. Also
contributing to The Singers' popularity are national tour performances
by the two ensembles performing this concert: the Dale Warland Chamber
Ensemble and the Warland Cabaret Singers, a 12-member ensemble that
presents jazz and show tunes. The larger Warland Symphonic Chorus
reaches thousands more in performances of major choral-symphonic
works, in collaborations with renowned orchestras and artists including
Edo de Waart, David Zinman, Robert Shaw, Roger Norrington, Leonard
Slatkin and Neville Marriner.

Throughout their history, The Dale Warland Singers have kept con-
temporary music at the core of their mission. The ensemble's commis-
sions, many of which have been performed both at home and on tour,
include works by Dominick Argento, Stephen Paulus, George Shearing,
Libby Larsen, William Schuman, Jalalu-Kalvert Nelson and Bernard
Rands. The Singers received the first annual Margaret Hillis Achievement
Award for Choral Excellence in 1992 and back-to-hack ASCAP Awards
for Adventuresome Programming in 1992 and 1993.

Among The Singers' acclaimed recordings are the holiday albums A
Rose in Winter, Christmas Echoes, Volumes I and II, and Carols For
Christmas, as well as Choral Currents, produced in collaboration with the
Minnesota Composers Forum; Americana: A Bit of Folk; and an all-
Argento album. In mid-January 1994 they released their latest recording,
Fancie, featuring folk songs and choral gems by composers as varied as
Rossini, Brahms, Rorem and Britten, as well as jazz selections by the
Warland Cabaret Singers.



DALE WARLAND
As Founder and Music Director of The Dale Warland Singers, Dale
Watland has earned a reputation for consummate musicianship and •
national leadership in choral music circles. Maestro Warland, who is also
a composer, balances his commitment to The Singers with a full sched-
ule as guest conductor of such prestigious ensembles as the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir, the Swedish Radio Choir, the Oregon Bach Festival and
the Danish Radio Choir. Watland is an active composer and a member of
the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. He often
serves on review boards, including the choral and recording panels for the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), and has prepared major cho-
ruses around the world for performances of works by KrzysztofPenderecki,
with the composer conducting.

Prior to devoting himself full-time to The Singers, Watland main-
tained an active academic career that included 19 years as director of choral
music at Macalester College in St. Paul. He holds degrees from St. Olaf
College, the University of Minnesota and the University of Southern
California and is the recipient of major grants and honors from institu-
tions across the country, including several distinguished alumni awards
and an honorary doctorate. Warland recently completed Attention to
Detail, a training video for choral conductors.

JERRY RUBINO
Jerry Rubino holds multiple responsibilities with The Dale Warland
Singers: he is Assistant Director and pianist for the 36-voice ensemble and
Chamber Singers, as well as Music Director and Conductor of the
Watland Cabaret Singers, whose performances include many of his orig-
inal arrangements. Rubino is a versatile musician, giving solo and cham-
ber performances, serving as church organist and choir director, appear-
ing with the Twin Cities-based New Music Theater Ensemble and
Minnesota Composers Forum, and serving frequently as choral clinician
and adjudicator. Rubino began his professional studies as a cellist at the
Curtis Institute of Music, and went on to earn degrees in piano, music
education and conducting from Temple University and the University of
Minnesota. A published arranger with Jenson and Word, he was named
in Who's Who in Rising Young Americans in 1989.



PERFORMANCE PERSONNEL

Soprano
Jane E. Andersen*
Nancy Hagen
Dina M. Humble"
Kathy JosselynA
Angela Malek
Melissa O'Neill*
Brenda Sielaff

Tenor
David Fischer"
Philip Fryer
Thomas Larson"
Steve J. Sandberg'?"
Steven Staruch
Francis John Vogr"

Alto
Carrie L. Benson"
Cyndee Chaffee
Anna Mooyo"
Patricia Thompson"
Mitzi Westra
Karen Wilkerson

Bass
Jeffrey Fields
David Ryan Moberg*
James Ramlet
Jerry Rubino?
Mark Sheldon"
Brian L. Steele
Tom Witry

*Performing with the Warland Cabaret Singers
ASection Leader
Rosalie Miller, Tour Manager

This activity is made possible in part by a grant provided by the Minnesota
State Arts Board, through an appropriation by the Minnesota State
Legislature. The Minnesota State Arts Board received additional funds to
support this activity from the National Endowment for the Arts.

The Dale Warland Singers is also a recipient of funds from the
Chorus Program of the National Endowment for the Arts.

The Dale Warland Singers is a member of Chorus America.
Compact discs and cassette tapes of The Dale Warland Singers will

be available for purchase in the lobby during intermission and after the
performance.



THE WARLAND CABARET SINGERS
Jerry Rubino, Conductor

"THE AUDIENCE IS RESPECTFULLY REMINDED THAT RECORDING OF
THIS PERFORMANCE, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED"

COLUMBIA ARTISTS MANAGEMENT INC.
Personal Direction: R. DOUGLAS SHELDON and MARY JO CON NEALY

165 West 57th Street
New York, New York 10019

THE DALE WARLAND SINGERS
120 North Fourth Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401



Community Concerts
What It Means to the Member, the Community,

the Performing Artist and the Nation

TO THE NATION - Community Concerts is the most extensive and con-
sistently successful plan for bringing together the
North American concertgoer and the world's great
performers. Over two thousand Community
Concerts are presented annually in hundreds of cities
throughout the United States and Canada to a total
membership audience of 500,000. When all mem-
bers and all concerts are counted, there are actually
two million concertgoing opportunities!

TO THE COMMUNITY - The city and area fortunate enough to boast a
Community Concert Association enjoys an invalu-
able cultural asset: live performances by the finest
musical and dance artists from the world over, pre-
sented under a secure, non-profit plan made possible
by the dedicated volunteer work oflocal committees
and campaign workers. and by the subscriptions of
its members and patrons. A truly "Community"
undertaking which enhances the community and
enriches the lives of all.

TO THE ARTIST - Through the booking channels established by
Community Concerts, the world's finest professional
performing groups and soloists realize the opportu-
nity to bring their musical and dance art to audiences
across the land.

TO THE MEMBER - Community Concerts means most to its subscribing
members and families. The plan makes possible an
annual membership subscription at a level rarely pos-
sible elsewhere. Families and singles of all ages expe-
rience the satisfaction and joy of live, meaningful
musical and dance entertainment. Young people and
students can expand their musical horizons.
Community Concerts is habit-forming, as each suc-
cessful local association can attest, and as the
Community Concerts plan has proven nationally for
more than sixty years.

Your Community Concert Association presents
this performance to you, its members, [or your enjoyment
and with appreciation of your continued participation.

and support, now and in future seasons.
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