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CHIEFOFMEDICALSERVICE
368 STATIONHOOPITAL

APO831 %PCSTlIASTER
NEWORLEANS,LOUISIANA

9 October 1946
Dr. Albert B. Sabin
Children's Hospital
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Sir,

I amwriting you at this time because of myinterest in the diagnosis
of cases of fever which present themselves at this hospital which is located
at Fort Guli.ck, Canal Zone. Vajor Heffner, mypredecessor, informed me of
your interes~ in this subject. Recently, Captain Hokengaof the t>urgeon1s
Office here wrote you in regard to your findings on sera which you had taken
from cases in this area. He informs me that you are still interested in this
problem and would like to ork with anyone whohad any interest in the subject.

For the past few months we have been running across a number of febrile
cases which we have been unable to diagnose. After a period of observation
and careful laboratory study we have been able to tentatively separate these
cases on the basis of duration of fever, Weil-Felix titres, and.blood counts.
One group runs a period of fever ranging from 10 to 20 days, develops
lymphadenopathy, and shows peculiar and usually transient but often very high
titres for one or the other strains of Proteus organisms. The second group
runs a 5 to 9 day fever, develops lymphadenopathy, and often complains of
headache and pain in the eyes. In some cases there is a shift to t~ left in
the Schilling count. The third group runs a 2 or 3 day fever, has no adenopathy,
but complains of headache and pain in the eyes. In these cases the Schilling
count is also shifted to the left. With no real evidence we have surmised
that these cases represent a rickettsial disease, dengue, and sandfly fever.
I have been sending sera to the ArmyMedical School to attempt to find if
the first group is truly a.rickettsial disease, but I have no way to determine
if our suspicions are valid in the case of the other two syndromes. For that
reason I amwriting you. If it is practicable I would like to send blood or
serum from these cases to you. ~ understanding is that you are interested in
making an attempt to define these diseases. At this hospital we care for all
armypersonnel in the Atlantic Sector of the Canal Zone. Werun approximately
50 cases on the medical service at anyone time. ith the small numberof
patients we do not anticipate see~ng any great numberof these cases, but they
do present themselves from time to time. e have had 8 of the first group,
4 or 5 fo the second, and 3 or 4 of the third since the first of August. All
seem to be endemic.

I would appreciate hearing from you on this subject as soon as possible.
I will need some instructions as to howyou would like the blood or serum
prepared for shipment. I have it figured out that barring acciElents we can
get samples from Panamato Cincinnati in 2 days. I would imagine that deteriora-
tion would be minimal in the case of serum, but I have no idea as to whether
blood will arrive in a usable condition or not.

;Z;;K~
Robert F. Ackerman
1st Lieutenant l4C
Chief of Uedical Service


