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The Salt Lake Monnon TabeTIlacleChoir
Conducted by Jerold Ottley

At the Organ - John Longhurst
March 20, 1988

3,057th Broadcast
"

Longest Continuous Broadcast in the Free World

"Gently Raise the Sacred Strain"
by Thomas C. Griggs

"Hallelujah chorus" from the Mt. of olives
by Ludwig van Beethoven

Scripture

"Agnus Det'"
by Sven -David Sandstrom

"How Wondrous and Great"
arranged 1822 from J. Michael Haydn

words by Henry V. Onderdonk

Organ Solo
John Longhurst - Organist

"Pasticcio"
by Jean Langlais

'-..
''All h '1 h "••ai t e power

arranged by R. Vaughan Williams
To the tune "Miles Lane"

'Guest Choir: Dale Warland Singers, Dale Warland directing; unaccompanied

"Combined Choirs: Dale Warland directing

Cassette tape availableonly at Visitors' Centers
"The Mannon TabernacleChoir Sings Sixteen Favorite Songs"



The Spoken Word
ttSerenity"

Given by Spencer Kinard
March 20, 1988

In a world that is increasingly ". . . the other class of people . . .
frantic, there is no more highly prized taking things just as they find them,
trait than serenity. For all of us, life is they adjust the facts to their wishes if
uncertain. We are not given guaran- they can. And, if they cannot, then
tees. We struggle for peace and rest they adjust themselves to the facts." 1
and freedom while the waves crash And so, we have people who are free
around us and the wind blows and our from anger.
small ship is tossed in a storm. We Second are those who are free from
seek for a refuge, and we can find it in guilt. Instead of letting weakness or
serenity. sin overwhelm them, they give to to

Serenity is really freedom from the Lord and realize that tomorrow is
three of life's most treacherous perils. a new day. They understand that,
It is freedom from anger, freedom because they failed once, they are not
from guilt, and freedom from fear. doomed to fail again-that weakness

Freedom from anger comes to need not permanently imprison them.
those who are reconciled to the uni- And third, there are those who are
verse. They accept what is without serene because they are free from fear.
rebellion; they accept it with its seem- Being alive is a dangerous experience,
ing injustice, realizing that they can but we need not make it more
often do nothing about it. They accept frightening than need be. We would
i~owing that a higher hand is in borrow no trouble from tomorrow but
co... .coland what may appear unjust do our best and leave the consequences
may have eternal purpose. in God's hands, knowing that all

And, those who find serenity things can work together for them
through freedom from anger are those that love Him.
who accept others as they are. They If wewait to be free from fear until
are slowto judge, realizing that no one we are certain we are safe, fear shall be
else can really understand the details our constant companion. Whether we
or hardships of another's life. have a bank account stocked with

Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote, "The assets or are homeless, whether we are
great division between human beings healthy or struggle with a serious
is into the if's and the as'es. If it were, health problem, we are safe, because
if it might be, if it could be, if it had God watches us. In life, we are not
been. One portion of mankind goes insecure; we only think we are.
through life always regretting, always And so, we seek for serenity-the
whining, always imagining. . . highest form of freedom.
lAs quoted in Cbrist's Ideals for Living, Obert C. and Grace A. Tanner Foundation, p. 142.
©1988 Bonneville Media Communications



WORLD FAMOUS TABERNACLE CHOIR AND ORGAN

The famous Mormon Tabernacle is the oldest
building on Temple Square. Construction was begun
in 1863 and completed in 1867, two years before the
railroad joined East to West in Northern Utah. At
the time, Salt Lake City was an isolated pioneer
community more than a thousand miles from the
frontier settlements of Missouri and Ohio, from
where the Mormons had been driven, and seven
hundred mi les from the Pacific Coasr.

Because of the distance and difficulty of obtaining
materials, most of the lumber and building needs
were found locally. The pioneers were people of
culture and refinement, accustomed to hardwoods
and marble; these materials were not available in the
area. Instead, the abundant local white pine and
sandstone were used by the indusrrious pioneers.

Brigham Young, then second president of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints-
commonly called Mormons - commissioned Henry
Grow, a bridgebuilder, to erect the roof of the
Tabernacle. As a resulr, the roof is fashioned after
bridge construction, supported by wood arches which
span the width of the building. Steel was not
available. The building is 250 feet long by 150 feet
wide and 80 feer high. The timbers are latticed and
pinned together with large wooden pegs and rawhide
thongs. The roof rests like an enormous inverted
bowl on 44 columns of cut sandstone. The acoustic
qualities of this structure are exceptional for a
building of this size. Inside, the columns and benches
are made of white pine. The columns are finished to
look like marble and the benches are finished to look
like oak.

The Tabernacle seats approximately 6,500.
General Conferences of the Church are held with in
its walls as well as other religious gatherings. Great
artists of the world have performed here and leading
lecturers have spoken, including outstanding

clergymen of many faiths and nearly every president
of the United States since the turn of the century.

No less famous than the Tabernacle are its organ
and choir. Behind the construction of the original
organ is a story of artistic craftsmanship and
perseverence in the face of great obstacles. Joseph
Ridges, an organ builder from Australia, fashioned
pipes from tall, straight-grained pine which was
hauled 300 miles to Salt Lake City by ox-drawn
wagons. Some of the original wood pipes are still in
use.

In the beginning, the organ was powered by
hand-pumped bellows, later by water power, a~
today by electricity. With improved technique
organ construction, the instrument has been "-.--/
renovated and enlarged several times. Now compris-
ing ll,OOO pipes, the organ has 189 ranks or voices
and the console has five manuals or keyboards. It is
considered to be one of the finest in the world. Free
organ recitals are held daily Monday through Friday
at noon, and at 4:00 p.m, Saturday and Sunday.

The Tabernacle is the home of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir. The choir's Sunday morning
performance, broadcast around the world by radio
and T. V., is free of charge and open to the public.
Those wishing to attend must be in their seats by
9:15 a.rn.

The Tabernacle Choir originated under the
direction of Brigham Young. Its renown and
influence has steadily increased throughout the
world. The choir has performed in numerous
countries and has been honored for its recordings,
the most famous of which is "The Battle Hymn of
the Republic." The three hundred and fifty choir
members come from all walks of life and are unpaid
volunteers who sing for rhe love of great music and
for the satisfaction they receive in giving pleasure to
others.
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