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fields that are the last movement of the novel, Hans Castorp, having
exchanged his beloved cigar, Maria, for the smoking rifle swinging at
his side, tramples upon human remains with hobnailed boots,
problematizing Mann's notion of a homeopathically cultivated
Menschenliebe. Equipped with a rationalized license to kill and gov-
ernment issued technology, Hans Castorp is no longer just a specta-
tor, rather he is both the actor in and the director of the spectacle of
death.
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Notes

'Mann writes that death is the pedagogic instrument for "the enor-
mous heightening and enhancement of the simple hero to a point far beyond
his orginal competence. Hans Castorp, in the course of his experiences, over-
comes his inborn attraction to death and arrives at an understanding of a
humanity that does not, indeed, rationalistically ignore death, nor scorn the
dark, mysterious side of life, but takes account of it, without letting it get
control over his mind. What he comes to understand is that one must go
through the deep experience of sickness and death to argve at a higher sanity
and health. Tt is this noton of disease and death as a necessary route to knowl-
edge, health, and life that makes The Magic Mountain a novel of initiation."
From "The Making of The Magic Mountain," the epilogue to The Magic Moun-
tain, 724-725.

*See Ronald Stromberg's Redemption by War; see also R. Wohl's
The Generation of 1914.
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