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9 November 1945

MEMORM1DUM for Brig. Geneal George R. Callender
Army Medical School, Army Medical Center
Washington, D.C.

Subject: Virus neutralization test

1. As you will see from the enclosed copy of a letter of 30
October 1945 from Dr. John R. Paul, the Commission on Neurotropic Virus
Diseases, Army Epidemiological Board, has been attempting to correlate
information and ~ive us advice on the technique of virus neutraLi zation
tests for possible use by the Army in its diagnostic and experimental
laboratories. The original suggestion for this came from Colonel Plotz
in April 1942. After a year of deliberation, a special committee of
the Commission on Neurotropic Virus Diseases has reported "that owing
to the complexity of the situation and the fact that the tests vary
greatly with different viruses, it now seems unwise for our Commission
to champion any special techniques unless there is a demand on the
part of certain Army laboratories for such directions."

2. I have circulated this letter in Preventive Medicine Service,
as you will see by the attached sheets. Major Dammin's comment would
tend to indicate that he thinks standardization of a neutralization
test is not necessary. Colonel Robinson's comment is quoted as follows:

"While it may not be feasible to set up a single
method even for each virus, believe the committee might
point out what is wrong with method previously recommended
and possibly indicate what pitfalls should be avoided."

3. It will be appreciated if you will consider this problem and
correspondence about it and let me have your opinion and advice for
the guidance of the Commission on Neurotropic Virus Diseases.

4. Please return Dr. Paul's letter ahd the attached papers.

1Enclosure
cc: Dr. Blake

Dr. Paul

/s/ S. Bayne-Jones
S. BAYNE-JONES
Brig. General, USA
Deputy Chief
Preventive Medicine Service



E.S.R.

For comment and advice - after hearing from you will take this
up with General Callender.

Pleas~ return to S. Bayne-Jones - 1217

While it may not be feasible to get up a single method even for
each virus, believe the committee might point out what is wrong
with method previously recommended and possibly indicate what pit-
falls should be avoided.
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