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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTIE

--------/._----_:_------- 15th November,1949.
Dr. Albert B. Sabin,
The Children's Hospital Resear~h Foundation,
CINCINNATI. OHIO. U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Sabin,
Thank you for your recent interesting letter. I hope

that Mrs. Sabin and yourself enjoyed your recent visit to Europe.
You will be interested to know of our attempts to

produce a vaccine from the Hawaiian strain of Dengue. As mentioned
in an earlier letter, we were planning a large scale field trial
in North Australia in this coming wet season and prepared for it
a large batch of vaccine from the 112th passage. Before permission,
however, could be obtained to use the vaccine, we Were required to
submit it to safety tests, the tests prescribed being those in
use for Yellow Fever vaccine. Unfortunately,~~USmonke~(~)
inoculatedointra-cgrebrally with 1.0 c.c. of the vaccine developed
fever (103 to 104 F.) on the fifth day and became quite miserable.
The rever persisted until the eleventh daY,when it fell to a little
below normal but,coincident with tpe fall, paralysis occurred in
the low~r limbs and spread rapidly upwards, resulting in death on
the .thirteenth day. The picture was uniform in·the monkeys but
because of the reSUlt, in comparison with the ef:rect that Yellow
Fever vaccine has under the same conditiona, it was. decided that the
material could not be used and tbat further investigations in the
coming year would have to be undertaken.

I have not found any details so far regarding the
behaviour of the virus in monkeys when inoculated intra-cerebrally,
except a statement that under certain circumstances, it may .
produce a poliomyelitis-like disease. I did notice a reference
to a paper read by you in December,1947 on the SUbject, but have
not been able to trace it in any Journals available here and I
would be most grateful if you could let me have ·a reprint of it or
any other information.

I should also be grateful for your comments on the nature
of the safety tests that ought to be adopted.

We are still struggling with the early passage materiAl
and at last are finding paralysis occurring.on the 27th passage. i.e.
after a number of blind passages from the 19th.

My work on Dengue in the field for this coming season
will have to be limited to the attempted isolation of local
Australian strains but I hope that by November.1950, we will have
arrived at a stage suitable for an adequate field trial.

With kindest regards and best wishes for the New Year
to Mrs. Sabin and yourself.

I am,
since:r=.ely,
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