
   
 

 
 

 
 

. -. 

Dear Doctor Sabin, 

I was very much interested in your letter of Nov. 14th. I really 
think it very impr o able that l should have had an attack of dengue 
recently. After our stay in .the Japanese camps I have been busy in 
promoting my health and was quite unusually interested in my bodily 
welfare. So I think that any febrile attack would have drawn my atten
tion. Now I stayed in Australia from Oct. '45 till June '46 and then 
in Batavia till Januari '47. But even before Oct. '45 during the in
ternment I cannot remember to have bad any complaints which might 
have been caused by an "atypical" attack of dengue. So I rather think 
my serological reactions must be due to the dengue infections many 
years ago and (or) to the yellow fever infection. 

As I told you my first dengue attack broke out in Malang (Jlva) 
in 1919 ten days after my arrival in the tropics. As Malang is s tuated 
in the mountains I think the infection took place in Semarang (at the 
coast) some 7 or 8 days before. The second infection was in 1924 or 
'25 in Bandjermasin ~Borneot with a most typical rash en thirdly I 
had an experimental slightnfection (without rash) in the Institute 
of Tropical Hygiene in Amsterdam with a Sumatra strain in 1930. 

Yellow fever I got in 1929, also in Amsterdam, my serum showed a 
strong protection in mice in 1938 and in 1947. I often ask myself if 
the life long immunity and presence 0f antibodies in the serum after 
natural yellow fever infection might be due to a premunity, the yellow 
fever virus persisting somewhere in the body. There is however as far 
as I know no evidence of such a lasting premunity in dengue fever. 

It would be rather s peculative to suppose that the interesting 
and stimulating talks with you about dengue might have provoked an 
anamnestic reaction ! 

At any rate in some way or another I must have been infected with 
the Hawaii dengue virus and therefore it might be very interesting to 
perform the complement fixation test with sera of other people which 
have been in the Dutch East Indies for a long time. 

I think I could do this here if you could send me your mouse 
adapted strain of Hawaii virus. Do you think that would be possible ? 
I would be very much obliged to you. I would be happy to join again 
in the dengue research and if you would be so kind at the same time 
~o give me your recipe for the best mouse-brain antigen, I think it 
would be much easier to start with, than qy trfy ~n~ error. , 

I am very interested in the antigenic relati0nship which you could 
demonstrate by means of complement fixation test between dengue, yel
low fever en Rift Valley fever viruses and I sincer~ly hope that 
your promising chemo-therapeutical experiments on poliomyelitis may 
found your name as "Marco Polio" all over the world • 



VIe are working at the time with influenza virus· and one of my as
sistents is typing strains of typhoid bacilli from the Dutch East 
Indies by the bacteriophage method of .Craigie.
i solating Salmonellae and dysentery bacilli from faeces dried on 
strips of filterpaper, sent to us from different places in the tro
pics by air mail. 

With the best whishes for you and your work and with kindest 
regards 

Dr . Albert Sabin. 
403 Lafayette Avenue 
CINCINNATI 20 OHIO 
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