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Dr. Albert B. Sabin
The Children's Hospital Research Foundation
EIland Ave, and Bethesda
Cincinnati 29, Ohio
U.S.A.

Dear Albert,

You may have gathered that the virus strains arrived here
several days before your letter of June 11.

We have used the guinea pig test routinely for the last
half year. At one time the guinea pigs did not respond very
uniformly to vaccination. i believe that this might be due to
vitamin deficiances or some such thing. But they certainly
seem to be as good as our monkeys, and a lot cheaper too. I do,
however, not think that guinea pigs will be the final answer for
potency testing of the vaccine. But my experiBnce in immunology
is really too limited for allowing such a ~tatement.

At present we are using baboons, mangabeys and marekatte
(= guenon = green African?). They seem to be as good as Rhesus
or Cynos for titrations, as you say.

In production they ma~ or may not offer some problems. At
present it is felt here that virus from baboons has slightly lower
titer and is more difficult to filter.

It does not seem to be very easy for us to obtain African
monkeys. We haVe somebody down there working for us, and so far
the results have been somewhat slim.

I am looking very much forward to see what we can make out of
your strains. I hope that you realizer that Copenhagen speed does
not compare to Cincinnati effectiveness?

Your secretary has apparently forgotten to list the titers of
the 2 Type III strains in the table you sent me. We are titering
our passage material now.

Kindest regards,

y~y,

Herdis von Magnus, M.D.
PS. Dr. Wrange from Dr. Olin's laboratory is here today. He says that

their guinea pigs do not respond with uniform serumtiters to the
vaccine inoculations.--r do not know how well he is informed.
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