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To Dr Albert Sabin 
Children 1 s Hospital 
Elland and Bethesda Avenues 
Cincinnati 29, Ohio, USA 

Dear Dr Sabin: 

 February 28 , 1968 

Our keen desire to have a clear idea as to the outcome of our child's 
anti-polio vaccination prompts us to seek your advice. Please excuse us, but 
I talian doctors have given various and even contradictory opinions and, conse
quently, vre have decided to consult you, a s the only r eliable source. 

Our -old baby boy was vaccinated on Tuesday, , 
with the first dose of Sabin vaccine. On the afternoon of Saturday , i.e., 
over four days after va.ccination, he had a first diarrhea. discharge; on Sun
d<ll: he only had one in the evening, but on Honday (6th day from vaccination) 
he had a bm..,el movement at each meal, i.e., !± movements. Summing up, the total 
of discharges between Saturday and Honday was six. The consistency of faeces 
was semi-liquid (like pale-yellow "rags") and only on two occasions was the 
liquid fairly abundant. The discharges themselves were not abundant. 

We would like to point out that beginning on Sunday  we reduced his 
meals to one-half the normal amount (i.e., 2~ measures instead of 5) and on 
Honday  the amount was further reduced to 2 measures. Horeover, from 
i~onday afternoon he was given a teaspoonful of "kaomycin" every four hours; 
this stopped diarrhea discharges already on Honday evening and on Tuesday 
evening the child had a regular bowel movement. 

Now v.re are anxiously wondering: 

(1) l•'lay the diarrhea have invalidated the effectiveness of vaccination? 

(2) If so, is it advisable to repeat the first dose, and when? 

(3) Or is it rather advisable to do the fourth (multiple) dose earlier, 
i.e., ~months after the third instead of 6? (Is it true that the 
ideal interval between the third and fourth dose is of six months?) 

(4) Administration of the vaccine -- as stated under point (2) -- after 
a shorter interval than normally practiced is likely to entail 
abnormal reactions, encephalytis, etc., in view of the child's 
tender age? 

(5) Is there a method or way to establish whether the child's organism 
has formed its own antibodies? If so, would it be necessary to 
conduct such investigation before administering the second dose? 

If there were a positive answer to question (5), this would give us the 
ideal solution, because it would enable us to effect vaccination at the normal 
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rate, V·iithout possible supplements and >·iith the certainty that the child will 
be in a condition of immunity during next summer, about 1vhich 1·re are most 
concerned. 

It may perhaps be useful to indicate the calendar of the Sabin vaccina
tion as practiced in Italy: 

lst dose ---------------------------------------- Virus Type l 
2nd dose (one month after the first) ------------ Virus T;ype 3 
3rd dose (one month after the second ) ----------- Virus Type 2 
4th dose (betvieen 4 &'1d 6 months after the third) All three virus 

types together, 

Consequently, our doubts are many and so are our questions, but 'I'JB 

wanted to give as full a picture as possible, as we are convinced that the 
problem of defense against polio should be uppermost in ever'J parent 1 s 
mind. 

Therefore, our thanks are commensurate with the importance of the 
problem, and we wish to express them as deeply and warmly as possible. 
May we also thank you for your invaluable scientific work and for all you 
have done and continue to do for the sake of mankind! 

.Again, excuse the trouble. Looking forward to an anxiously a'I'Taited 
reply, we take this opportunity to send you our most respectful regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
   

  
 Italy 
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