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Milan, December 25, 1961

Dr. A. Sabin
The Children" sCare Hos pital'
Cincinnati, Ohio
U.S.A.

Dear Sir:
I am awfulll sorrl to bother you, but I need your advice in

a matter where no_one. bere seems to be able to help me.
Some time ago lour poliomielitis vaccine became available in

Switzerland and, as Switzerland is very close to Milan, I decided to
take my little girl of 4 (who had already received the full Salk vac-
cination) to the nearest Swiss town and administer her the oral polio
vaccine.

On September 2~ I gave her the first dose (type 1 virus).
Subsequently, however, 'some doubts arose as to the efficacy of the
vaccine, because the box bore the deliver~ date of September 15,
and the instructions made it very clear that the vaccine does not
keep over a week's time at the refrigerator temperature (about +42C.).
As it seems that the vaccine had been kept in the pharmacist's store
(perhaps in the refrigerator) for an unprecised part of the Sept 15-
to Sept 25 period, a doubt about its efficacy seems to be more than
justified.

I observed the prescribed six-weeks interval and, on Nov 6,
I gave her the second dose (type 3 virus). By this time I had become
wiser and, before giving her the vaccine, I made personally sure that
it had just been taken off the cold caQinet of the city's Pharmacists'
Association. This time the box bore the date of Nov. 3. The same pre-
caution I took on Dec. 18, when I gave her the third dose (type 2 virus).

~As the doubt persists about the efficacy of the type 1 vaccine
she received, I would like to repeat the treatment with this vaccine.

My question is: ~ CBn this be done without impairing the ef-
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ficacy of the type 3 and 2 vaccinations she has received, and with
the certainty that the new type 1 vaccination will result effective?

I am sure you will appreciate my doubts and give me your
advice.

"As 1961 is coming to an end, please accept my best wishes
for a very happy new year.

Very truly yours

c.~~_~_,
.1' , , ..

Mario Luzzatti
Via Varese 20
Milano, Ita;Ly
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