
April 27th, 1953

CURATCR:W. E. HAAST
K.nd.lI, Florid.

Dr. Albert Sahn
Research Group
Children's Hospital
Cincinnati, Ohio
Dear Dr. Sahn:
Last March :Mr. William Brunton of Cincinnati visited. the Miami
Serpentarium and became interested as an insurance man in the
work which we had done in connection with cobra venom on polio.
At his request I prepared a memorandum outlining developments
as I knew them. Mr. Brunton since has returned to Miami for
a short visit. He told me he had conferred with Dr. Francis
F. Heyroth of the Kettering Laboratory, who suggested that I
fOTVlard data on this matter to you and Dr. Sol Sherry of
Children's Hospital.
Four years ago I came acquainted with Dr. MUrray Sanders, head
of virus disease research, University of Miami. We discussed
the possibility of using cobra venom to combat polio, and
succeeded in arresting the spread of virus which had been injected
in monkeys' brains, using cobra venom in a simple saline solution.
Th~re since have been refinements.
The University of ~liami has in its possession a motion picture
film Which shows remarkable recoveries achieved through use
of the venom on monkeys.
Later the venom was tested on humans. Several authenticated
cases have come to my attention, and I believe that many more
can be run dovrn. Permission was given to administer the venom
to patients at Variety Children's Hospital, Miami, at the
discretion of researchers, and the superintendent of the hospital
informed an acquaintance that recovery can be exnected when
the venom is administered within twenty-four hours after the
virus has taken hold.
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I entered into a contract with the University of Miami to su ply
venom and imported several hundred cobras for this purpose,
making regular extractions to build up a supply.
TVIO years ago I was accused of leaking information to the pre s
on progress of this research work and my contract lith the
University was terminated. Actually this work was common
knowledge.
It was about this same time Dr. Sanders informed an acauaiitance
that he was about to complete a paper on his findings. Since
then, however, so far as I have been able to learn, all lork
has marked time.
While this is a layman's opinion, I am convinced that here is
a revolutionary step fO~lard in the war against polio, and at
a low cost. I have discovered, for example, that I can produce
cobra venom at eighteen dollars a gram, compared to the present
market price of fifty, with a year's output at one thousand
grams. This is the price -- eighteen dollars a gram -- I have
been charging wherever I am assured of its use for medical
research.
Since I am so Convinced in my o~m mind of the results which
have been achieved, I am appealing to you and Dr. Sherry as
authorities.
Is it not possible that a careful and thorough professional
inouiry could be made to consider the progress achieved to
determine 'hether and how this work might be pushed?

Very cordially yours,
~ E! . d/laad-

W.E. Haast


