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GEORGE W.VAN CORDER, M.D.

ae a BEACON STREET

BOSTON

March 5, 1951.

Dear Dr. Sabin:

I have received your letter regarding the inoidenoe of
infantile paralysis in China and, from my nine years of experience in
that country, I can say that I saw very little of it.

Of course, my experience was confined chiefly to the
area about Peking and I saw just enoogh poliomyelitis to know that it
was present, but the Chinese did not believe that anything could be done
for this disease and, therefore, they would not bring their children to
the Hospital for treatment. In fact, I had to employ devious measures
to interest them at all in the subject and to prove that something could
be done for the disabilities of infantile paralysis.

Before I left China, I might have had only ten or fifteen
Cases a year in'a very large Out-Patient Clinic. The reason for this,
as I have said before, was that the people knew of no cure for the disease
and had never had the help of Western surgery to prove. that anything
oonstructive could be acoomplished.

From my experience, therefore, I should say that I
know absolutely nothing about the inoidence of infantile paralysis in
China and it would be wrong for me to try to estimate just how extensively
the disease prevailed in that country.

I know, for instance, that the daughter of my next-door
neighbor--who was an American physician--came down with infantile
paralysis when she was visiting a temple far away from the heart of
the city. This child was very badly-afflioted, and there is no question
but that the disease is present and that it acts just as it does in thisoountry.

I had no cases of infantile paralysis in my Orthopaedic
Clinic when I first went to China and I actually had to hunt them out
and almost ooax them to come to the Hospital for treatment.

I am afraid that What I have said in these rambling
remarks will be of no USe to you, but it is about all I can say on the
subject, and I am Wishing you the best of luck in obtaining more and
accurate information from other sources. i; L

Your sincerely,GWVanG:GM
Dr. Albert B. Sabin, ~

The Children's Rospital Research Foundation ~ ~ •
Bllard Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. '


