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Children's Hosp1 tal Research Foundation,
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My dear Dr. Sabin,
I am delighted to read in the British Medical

Journal of the good progress of your work on
attenuated strains of polio virus, and everyone
must appreciate your corrective influence on
certain forms of lunacy which need not be discussed
further! 1

It ~s in many ways absurd for me to attempt to
comment on your work as I know little about virology
but there is one pOint I should like to present for
your consideration, and that is that it seems to me
unfortunate that you should decide as you say in
your last sentence, to postpone the immunisation of
large numbers of human beings, until comparative
stuaies have indicated the best strains to use for
this purpose.

. .It seems to me that the pressure of public
opinion and the polio situation is such that you
are fUlly justified, it not obliged, to use your
types ot virus tor large scale testing through oral
admihistration. Atter all, I should much prefer my
child to acqUire immunity from your~irulent strain,
than by chance through contact with very Yirulent
ones, so I come to the point of this letter, which is
to be critical of your caution and to urge you to
carry out extensive human trials before you are
satisfied that you have the best available strain.
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After all, what is best for one individual might
not be best for another, and it seems to me that you
have lomething that is so much better than n~turally
occurring immunity that you should use it freely,
and heaven knows it is much safer and more satisfactory
than the parenteral administration of any form of
inactivated preparation.

If you can spare time to write and let me have
your views on this criticism of your caution, it
would be very helpful, as I am obviously gOing' to be
mixed up in some national Committees here which are
being formed to advise the Ministry of Health.

With kindest regards, and.my very best wishes
for the development of your vital researches,

Yours very sincerely,

'~~_U
W. Ritchie Russ€fl.


