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DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

March 21, 1949

Dr. Albert B. Sabin
The Children f s Hospital
Elland Avenue and Bethesda
Cincinnati, Ohio
Dear Albert:

We expect to have inforJration on the nature of SN-13,058
during this week. All the necessary spectra have been completed
and as soon as the data is completed we will see what we can
make of it.

Meanwhile, the other day a couple of people from the
N.I.H. were up here and brought with them a marvelous con-
coctior.which originated in Bolivia for which cures of al-
most anything are claimed. Among other diseases for which
a very beneficial effect is claimed are infant lie Piraly'sis
or Heine-Iladin,s disease. The latter one is a new one on
me. According to informtion furnished me, the material
was submitted through the state Department accompanied by
a number of case histories in which very benefieial effects
were claimed. I also understand that a Dr. Fonso Gandolfo
of the Hospital Munez at Buenos Aires has exa ne e
material and reports that surpriaing results were obtained
in treating the Piralytic vestiges of Heine-Nadin's disease.
The Public Health people are exceedingly anxious to have
some sort of an examination made of this material and
suggested that maybe I get in touch with you to see if'you
could run it in a couple of monkeys.

The business end of the material is known in the old
pharmacopias as "Dragons Blood" and apparently it is a resinous
material from certain species of iris. Its exact chemical
composition does not appear to be known.

If you would care to look into this in a p~iminary
fashion, I can supply you with some of the material and
also microfilms of the case histories which have been
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supplied. The thing apparently is more or less of a
political hot potatoe since the State Department for
some reason or another has taken a great interest in
it and is exerting considerable pressure.

With best regards,
Sincerely yours,
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Robert C. Elderfield


