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August 9, 1949 

I am sending you a specimen of spinal fluid from a patient at Children's 
Hospital of Michigan and requesting that you run an immunological test for 
toxoplasmosis . 

Clinical History: A   female admitted 1 month ago with 
the chief complaint was fever, large head, small eyes, and failure to cry. 

Birth History: Is essentially normal . Birth weight was 7 pounds 14 3/4 
·oun$;~J> .. She was fed at first by Evaporated Milk formula which was taken well 
and the weight gain was satisfactory. 

At 6 weeks of age, she developed a bout of diarrhea and otitis media. 
She was treated with sulfadiazene and penicillin by a local medical doctor. 
The temperature responded accordingly. When the medications were stopped, the 
temperature began to rise again, reaching as high as 103 and 104 one week be
fore admission to Children's Hospital of Michigan. The baby has never cried 
like a normal baby, didn't seem to have good motor power , and could not move 
her head normally. At about 6 to 7 weeks of age, the mot her noticed that the 
baby's head was larger than usual. 

Developmental History: She raised her head at 4-5 weeks. Does not smile . 

Family Histor.y: Non-contributory. 

Physical EXamination: A well developed, well nourished white female who 
is apathetic and listless but in no acute distress and who has a grossly en
larged head and whose right eye is larger than the left . Head is 17 inches, 
chest 14% inches, and weight 11 pounds 1 ounce. She had marked frontal bos
sing, wide open fontanelles, and open sutures . Cracked pot percussion note 
and craniotcb es . Right eye is small with enophthalmos and microphthalmia. 
Pupils are round, regular, and react to light. Fundi: both discs are indis
tinct with papilledema. There are scattered areas of pigment over the entire 
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retina with patches of exudate. Right cornea measures 9 mm, left is 11 mm. 
There is posterior synechia in the right eye . The remainder of the physical 
and neurological examination is essentially negative . 

Laboratory: Hemoglobin 10, WBC 8,900, 69 neuts, 31 lymphs . Urine was 
normal. Blood chemistries were essentially normal . Spinal fluid on admis
sion: pressure 300, xanthochromic and clear, 4~ pandy. Total protein was 
800, negative sugar, 600 RBC , 2 WBC, no growth. Lumbar tap showed essen
tially the same picture as the growth returned in the patch and labwork. 

Hospital Course: Subdural tap on  , returned a few drops of 
xanthochromiC fluid from each side , no hematoma demonstrated . Pneumoventric
ulogram on   reveals large, irregular bizarre collections of air in 
both sides of the cranial cavity and it cannot be determined whether this air 
is for the most part within or without the ventricular system. In any case, 
there is very little brain substance remaining in the cranial cavity and 
there is no evidence of a space occupying soft tissue lesion. Cranial bones 
were thin with wide indistinct suture lines and fontanelles indicating an 
increase in the cranial pressure . Some faint irregular calcification is ob
served in the frontal region apparently in the brain substance near the mid
line on both sides . The pattern of the calcification is not characteristic 
of toxoplasmosis. Pneumoencephalogram on  , added no new information. 
The patient's hospital course was one of a retarded mental imbecile . Child 
has never been well and for the past 3 weeks , she has been maintained for the 
most part on intravenous fluids because her oral intake is so poor . She had 
one episode of diarrhea . 

I would appreciate it very much if you would investigate the spinal 
fluid of this child to prove or disprove the diagnosis of toxoplasmosis. 

Very sincere+y yours , 

4-~i(~ 
Donald K. Stockdale 

S:mc 

R<O F<ATH<~ R V 0 C < 

OF" 
THE COMMUNITY CHEST 




