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Dear Albert: 

The enclosures are self-explanatory, and are concerned with specimens 
which you forwarded last \veek . 

The serum was included in the same test, and although I ran 
"" LA& it ~1ay out e in all dilutions. The undiluted specimen gave about 

a 40% reaction, but it was completely negative from that point on, so there 
can be no ~uestion about a pro-zone being present. She certainly 
awfully interesting, but I am afraid that the diagnosis will not 

You had also sent us a specimen from Van~e~n 
today, and it was positive through 64; we will set up a full titration some 
time t his week. · 

You will be i nterested to kno~r that in addition to all of my other 
doings , which include the opening finally of our new rheumatic fever laboratories 
this week (and if I do .say so myself it is quite a setup), an epidemic of~ fever 
came up and you can guess what is going on . The only unfortunate feature about 
it is t hat most of the cases occurred in late September and early October, and 
were treated by various practitio~ However, one patient who came into the 
hospital seemed to stump everyone~ I happened to hear about him; when I heard 
what his occupation was , the answer seemed very simple . All the men are from 
a local rendering plant , where hi des as well as fat are obtained from various 
slaughterhouses in upper New York State. I sent two samples down to Joe and a 
wire arrived over the weekend saying that they were both pos itive. This marks 
the first appearance .of the disease in t hi s area, and since the catt le concerned 
are practically all from New York State, it is quite obvious that the disease 
has been and is endemic in these parts. Although I am still looking for an 
acutely ill patient to try to isolate the virus from , I think t hat it will make 
a beautiful epidemiologic study; the. plant is divided into several sections 
which handle different k inds of material, so we may get some very important 
leads for the future . An~ray , you know that 'I 1r1ould be the last person to 
let it slip by unnoticed. 

With warmest regards, 

Sincerely, 

HAF:br Rar~y A.1eldmnn, M. D. 
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