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Dr . Albert B. Sabin 
Carew Tower, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Doctor Sabin: 

DR.  

DR.  

 

 OHIO 

22 November 1949 

Dr. , an EENT specialist of this city, 
heard you deliver a paper recently i n Chicago on "Hu
man Toxoplasmosisn. He informs me that you are doing 
more research work with this disease than anyone he 
knows , and it is at his sugges tion that I am writing 
to you concerning . Following is a short 
history. 

. Born  . Just be
fo re Christmas of t hat year we noticed a great deal of 

, nystagmus , and fo llowing that we noticed a beginnin g 
squint. \ e have many friends who are physicians with 
some eye specialists among them who observed the child 
at home. He was not given a thorough examination until 
he was three and a hal f or four ye a rs old, at which 
time, under general anesthesia, Dr .  was amazed 
to find scars in both r etinas without evidence of focal 
point. 1 e e was as eep, ~e o~her specialists of 
this city were present . Their report was the same as 
Dr . . · 

A few years later he was again seen by Dr .  who 
informed us the di sease was quiescent .  squint 
gradually became more advanced and for years we were 
told no surgery to correct t he squint was advisable. 
Dr.  a son of Dr.  is 
taking his residency under Dr .  in New York 
Hospital, and at their suggestion we took  to see 
Dr.  in Gune of t hi • He accepted  as 
a surgical patient and made a slight overcorrection 
of the squint. This was as he planned and it has 
proved very satisf actory cosmetically and has done a 
great deal for  morale . 

 has had , more or less, double vision f ot_ e r . and 
this is st ill present. He has never worn glasses witn
any success and at the time he was in New York Hospital, 
a titer run for toxoplasmosis was r eported to be a , 
me 1.um" _titer. \ve'll send another specimen for evalu-~ 

at1on the first part of December . ~ 

In going back over what could have caused this disease, 
we know that  was ill and in bed for a 
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few weeks within the first trimester. She was told 
that her trouble was infection of all sinuses . There 
is now a question of whether our dog may have been the 
offender in transferring this toxoplasmosis . 

 has an older brothe r and sister and a younger sister. 
None of these have any evidence of the disease . The 
family history on both sides is pretty good. There was 
some Tuberculosis, perhaps, in the maternal grandfather, 
and maybe in my own f ather who was a physician and died 
in 1895 with a diagnosis of pneumonia .  mother is 
slightly myopic and I am slightly hyperopi c. 

I neglected to say that when  was four years old, he 
~-~ had X-Ray pictures t aken to rule out a brain tumor. r ; I 'Tuberculin, Typhoi d , Bangs Disease and Wassermann tests 

l d.·~ were all negative. Today he is quite myopic and has 
very little vision in his left eye. He does see surpris
ingly well , however, and at times he is able to pick up 
a pin from the floor. In reading, he usuallyholds his 
book at four to six inches focal distance . 

He is getting along very nic ely in his school, but has to 
sit on the front seat to see t he bl ackboard. His general 
health has been very good . Once he had a_ .... §.l:bght con._y~l
~Il. __ when he was given a shot of anti-tetanus and once·-
he fell in the backyard sayfng he had hit his head on 
the steps to the laundry. We thought that before he had 
t his short unconsciousness that he had some difficulty 
in the movement of his right a rm. It may have been a 
true convulsion from his toxoplasmosis. 

·e would be very grateful if you could offer any suggest
ions with regard to our problem . 

 will leave jus t before Christmas 
for our home in Florida and we'll be there until after 
the first of April . If it would be more convenient for 
you to talk rather than write a letter , please feel 
free to call me at my office,  and reverse the 
charges. You may reach me at this phone number between 
8:30 a.m. and 2 p . m. daily except Saturday and Sunday . 
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