
April 11, 1960

Dr. Albert Sabin
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Sabin,
On January 25, 1960 a news item appeared in our Cleveland

Plain Dealer announcing that Soviet scientists had claimed to
have discovered new drug, Ga1antamin, that cures paralysis re-

sulting from poliomyelitis. The news release went on to say that
this drug had been discovered by members of the Institute for
Chemistry and Vegetable Substances at Uzkbekistan Academy and
had been tested successfully in many Moscow clinics.

While many physicians seem inclined to smile this report
away as a hussian exaggeration, I am unwilling to do so without--

at the very 1east--checking out every facet of its ity.
I have had polio, or its "residual effects" since 1955.

I am enclosing a translation of what appeared to be a tear-
sheet from a medical journal sent to me by the direct or of the
Uzkbekistan cademy. He added, in answer to my letter inquiring
about Ga1antamin, that I might write to the Union Chemicals Ex-

port Company in Moscow for further information -- and, perhaps,
the drug itself.

I do not let myself indulge in exaggerated hopes -- for my
own sake as well as for that of my husband and children. However,
I do feel driven to obtaining every bit of information on this
drug. The reason I write to you, therefore, is to ask if you
know anything about Ga1antamin, clinical studies done of it, in-
vestigating of its properties, etc. in the united states~ I
would be very, very grateful for any information you may have.

To save you time, I am enclosing a post card. As you will
see, it covers some of the possible answers.

With gratitude for your time and help, and thanks for the
suffering you have spared so many through your vaccine,

Sincerely,

Ohio
P. I have contacted the National Foundation, the Department of

Health, Educatinn and Welfare, and our family physician. None
knows much about this except to feel f'Artain it tlwon't work."
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G LANTAMIN

QSAGE INST~UCTIONS:
Galantamin is an alkaloid from snow-drop plants and of Ungernius

Victoris. In medicine it is used as Galantamin Bromhydrate, a white
crystal powder, soluble in water. Melting temperature is 246-2470•
The solutions can be sterilized at 1000 for thirty minutes.

PHA..RMACEOTICAL PROPERTIES:
Galantamin, according to its pharmaceutical properties, is near

to ezzeryn and prozeryn. Galantamin diminishes the action of cho-
linestarese, and it increases the sensitivity of the body to the
acetylcholyn. It increases the tonus of the smooth muscles; it dimishes
the pupil; activates the salivary glands; it increases 'the sensitivity
toward the acetylcholyn of the skeleton muscles and reestablishes the
disturbed neuro-muscular conductibility. Compared to ezzeryn and
prozeryn, the galantarnin is less toxic.

The efficacy of the galantamin was found in cases of the following
diseases: myostenya, myopathy, the remaining evidence of poliomyelitis,
sensitivity and motion disturbances related to illnesses, traumatic
damages of the nervous system, polyneuritis, neuritis, and radiculitis.
The use of galantamin is accompanied by an improvement of motion func-
tions and a progress in general well-being of the patient.

Galantamin is taken better than prozeryn and, depending upon the
cases, has a better and more lasting effect.

Galantamin is taken in the form of a watery solution under the
skin. The injections are harmless. The dosage for adults for one
injection is from 2.5 milligrams to 10 milligrams (0.25 milliliters 1%
solution). It is recommended that the treatment start with the 2.5
milligrams and, depending upon the effectiveness and the resistance to
the dosage, to increase the amount to 5-7, 5-10 milligrams.

CHILD Ell1S DOSAGE: not translat ed

THE POSSIBLE COMPLICATIOJS:
When correctly administered, i.e. when the dosage is correct,

galantamin is well taken. When used for a long time, there are no
indirect complications.

In cases of overdosage and in cases of individual 'sensitivity



I
I ••

Galantamin Page Two
., ..

there are possibilities of indirect complications like activated
salivary glands, dizziness, etc. When these indirect complications
appear, one gives under the skin atropin (milligram 0.1% solution).

If the sensitivity increases, the dosage is diminished.

In cases of bronchial asthma, myocarditis, epilepsy.

Ampule of 1 milligram 0.25%, 0.50%, and 1% solution.
It is preserved in sealed ampules.
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