
J\:pril16, 1980

Or. N. Cajal
"Stefan Nicolau" Institute of Virology
Bucharest. Romania
Dear Or. Cajal,

It has been many years since our last correspondence. Recently, I have
become convinced of the importance of the possible administration of measles
vaccine by a natural route in economically undeveloped countries. During a
search of the literature for experiments along these lines I came across your
report in the Proceedings of the Symposium on Field Trials of Vaccines that
was published by tee Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts, Gagreb, 1973. The
title of the paper by yourself and your co-workers (C. Cernescu, M. Ceplenu,
and Y. Sorodoc) ••.IaS "Some Data Obtained in Romania by the Application of a
!>ieaslesVaccine Prepare d with the L16 Strain in Human Diploid Cells".
In t~is communi~ation you reported s~o~~_~.i?n the administration of ,measlesvacc ine by the tntranasal , oral, or - :,~;l route. The results wi th
vaccine representing the fifth passage of the L16 Strat~ in human diploid cells
were summarized in Table 3 of this communication. ~'JhenI combined the data for
t,~e,vacSi~ given by spray into the mouth, by spray intranasally and by
toil'§'erfthv installation I found that of the 54 seronegative (i.e. HI titers
of < 1:20) children in the three tests. 43 or 80% had developed antibody.
Unfortunately the report did not indicate either the volume or the total number,
of TC1D50 of virus that was administered by each route. If you still have this\
information available, I would appreciate it very much if you could send it to rne ,

In view of this excellent preliminary result that you reported, I am curious
to know whether 9CU or your associates had carried out further studies on this
subject and if so what the results may have been. If t heee aee more detailed
publications of the preliminary study and of other studies that may have been
published in Romanian, I wonder if it would be possible for you to send me
reprints as well as English translations.
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Your data, however incomplete in the preliminary report that I have seen,
provide the most promising basis for developing a practical procedure for the use
of high titered measles vaccine propagated in human diploid cells by a natural
route of administration.

Best wishes and kindest personal regards.
Sincerely,

Albert B. Sabin, M. o.
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