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NEWS RELEASE

Expanding research on viruses and viral diseases at the NIH National Institute

of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) has led to establishment of a new com-

ponent--The Laboratory of Infectious Diseases. Dr. Dorland J. Davis, NIAID Director,

has announced the appointment of Dr. Robert M. Chanock as chief of the laboratory.

Dr. Chanock, 44, has been a PHS Commissioned Officer and a member of the

NIAID virology research staff since 1957.. Investigators in the new laboratory

(formerly a section of the Laboratory of Viral Diseases) will study the epidemiology,

prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of infectious diseases caused by viruses,

mycoplasmas, and related organisms. The staff will investigate the development

of acute respiratory, intestinal and liver infections, the role of genetics and

environmental factors, and the mechanisms of host resistance to disease.

The LID will be divided into two sections. Dr. Chanock will head the

respiratory viruses section, a position he has held in the Laboratory of Viral

Diseases since 1959. Dr. Albert Z. Kapikian, head of the epidemiology section of

The NIAID's virology research program has recently been extended to include

the LVD since 1964, will hold the same position in the new laboratory.

study of antiviral substances and the possible viral causes of chronic and

degenerative diseases. These projects will be incorporated, along with study

of tumor-causing viruses and the molecular events involved in virus replication,

into the reorganized Laboratory of Viral Diseases. Dr. Robert J. Huebner continues

as chief of that laboratory, a post he has held since 1956.
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The LVD also has two sections. Dr. Samuel Baron, an NIH scientist since

1955 and a leader in the field of interferon study, is head of the cellular

virology section. Its investigations include biological, biochemical, and

biophysical research into the little-understood chronic infections possibly

caused·by viruses; basic studies on the mechanisms of the interferon system, the

body's natural antiviral defense; and research on the growth of viruses, the

nature of the interaction of viruses in some diseases, hybrid viruses, and the

biochemical basis of cellular defenses against virus infection.

Dr. Wallace P. Rowe, a member of the NIAID scientific staff since 1956, is

head of the viral oncology section, which uses laboratory animal model systems to

develop means of detecting and characterizing the tumorigenic viruses, to study

their natural history, and to learn the mechanisms of tumor development.

Dr. Chanock received the M.D. degree from the University of Chicago School

of Medicine, and served in the U.S. Army Specialized Training Corps during

World War II and in the Medic.a1 Corps during the Korean Conflict. He was assistant

professor of research pediatrics at the University of Cincinnati College of

Medicine from 1954 to 1956, and assistant professor of epidemiology at the

Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health from 1956 until he

joined the NIAID.

He has held fellowships from the National Research Council, the National

Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, and the U.S. Public Health Service, and

received the E. Mead Johnson Award for pediatrics research in 1964. In 1966 he

received the Kimble Methodology Award for outstanding contributions to the
development of new procedures in the field of public health. He serves on the

Armed Forces Epidemiology Board Commission on acute respiratory diseases and

influenza and is a member of the editorial board for the Manual of Diagnostic
Microbiology~



A frequent guest lecturer at universities and special virology symposia,

Dr. Chanock is author or co-author of some 200 research papers in scientific

journals. Dr. and Mrs. Chanock and their two children live at 7001 Longwood

Drive, Bethesda, Md.


