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THE .ILDREN'S HOSPITAL RESEARCH FO"ATION

ELLAND AVE. AND BETHESDA

CINCINNATI 28. OHIO

November23, 1948

Dr. Sven Gard
Statens Bakteriolog1ska Laboratorium
Box 764
Stookholm 1, Sweden

Dear Svem

Your letter of November15 reaohed me in three days, but I have been so
busy that I have been unable to reply immediately. I deeply appreciate your
contacting the individuals in Swedenand Norwaywhowill be able to help me
with information on medical education. In accord with your request, I am en-
closing a copy of the very brief report that I wrote on medioal education in
Denmark. This basic information is apparently what is desired, but I hope
that the brevity of myreport will not deter the people in Swedenand Norway
from supplying fuller and more detailed information.

I was delighted to hear about your experience with the toxoplasma dye
test. I must say that we, too, have gone through a period when it seemed that
approximately 75 per cent of the exudates were unsatisfactory for use. How-
ever, in the last five or six months, we have not encountered this difficulty.
I suspect that one of the reasona maybe the character of multiplioation in the
peritoneal oavity by the strain of toxoplasma used. Our strain is nOW'so ac-
tive as a result of repeated peritoneal to peritoneal passage that we use the
exudate three d~s after inooulation. Your case of a womanwith a titer of
111600, who had given birth three months previously to an abnormal ohild,
strongly suggests the possibility that the ohild mayhave had congenital toxo-
plasmosis. Wehave also enoountered a similar instance, but in this case the
autopsy material was available and numerous toxoplasma were found in the brain.
With regard to the ooourrence of visceral dislocations in your case, you m~ be
interested to refer to a recent report by Van Creveld of Amsterdamwhich appeared
in the ANNALESPEDIATRICI,1948, Volume171, pages 177-184. The title of his
paper is, "Toxoplasmosis Combinedwith Situs Inversus Totalis." His patient i.
still alive, but we made the diagnosis by means of the dye test on the serum of
the mother and the child. Youmay certainly refer to our dye test method in your
publication, although I still have not received the galley of our preliminar,y
report whioh is supposed to appear in SCIENCEvery shortly. However, you may
put down in your reference, "SCIENCE,in press."

I was delighted to hear of the results that you had. obtained with the Lan-
sing virus in new),orn mice, and that in the strain of mice that you used the
results were even more striking than those that I had shownyou. I, too, had
the impression that there was a difference in different breeds of mice, but I
have not accumulated enough data for a valid statistical analysis. I hope you
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will not forget to send me the reference or reprint dealing with your observa-
tions on the antiviral effect of convalescent nervous tissue. Youmaybe in-
terested to knowthat the experiments, which are now~complete, indicate that
convalescent nervous tissue from monkeysinfected with the PER and other strains
of poliomyelitis virus (prepared according to the method used by Morgan) con-
tained no antiviral effect whatever either in crude suspension or in the cen-
trifuged extracts against minute quantities of the Lansing virus. These strains
of virus are immunologically different from the Lansing virus. Wenowhave
tests in progress in monkeyswith the aamematerial tested against the homolO-
gous strains of virus. It is as yet too early to be certain of the results.

Please thank your associate, Dr. Svedmyr, for the reprints he was good
enough to send me.

Several days ago, I sent you 144 of the aluminumpush pins which you ad-
mired during your visit in Cincinnati. I hope to God that the customs people
will not makeyou pay more than the things are worth, because they are re~
quite inexpensive. Please accept this small gift 88 an expression of respect
from the laboratory in Cincinnati for the laboratory in Stockholm.

With kindest regards and all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Albert B. S~in, V. D.
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