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November 2.0, 1954

Dr. Sven Gard
Box 764--'<~'"
Stockholm 1, Sweden

Dear Sven:

Your letter of October 2.7reached me only two days ago. I am, of
course, delighted to send you the three strains of poliomyelitis virus which you
requested. They are the ones described in the June 1954 issue of The Journal
of Experimental Medicine and also in the paper that I gave at the International
Poliomyelitis Congress. The only restriction that I would put on their use is to
ask that you not give them to anyone else without my knowledge. I have just ob-
tained authorization from the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis to go
ahead with tests on human beings to determine the behavior of these viruses af-
ter oral and intramuscular administration as well as to study the character of
excreted virus. I expect to use the Y-SK and Leon strains that I am sending you
for these tests but for the Type 1 virus I shall use another Mahoney variant which
has only a negligible effect on spinal inoculation in cynomolgus monkeys.

Just for the record, I am sending you Mahoney kidney pa ssage 34,
Y-SK kidney passage 52., and Leon kidney passage 35. I am sending you these
specimens without refrigeration because we have found that at pH 7.5 these viruses
in tissue culture survive for more than two weeks even at 370C. They survive
even longer at pH 6.8 and 370C because virus was still detectable at the end of
five weeks. Nevertheless, I would suggest that you passage the viruses that I
am sending you as soon as possible after arrival. I would appreciate it very
much if you could let me know whether or not they arrived in a viable state.
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I was most interested to learn that you have found considerable dif-
ferences in the antigenic activity of different strains by means of your guinea pig
potency test. The National Foundation has called a private conference for Decem-
ber 18 and 19 to consider various problems in immunization and I should be grate-
ful to you if I might have your permission to mention these findings and to speak
about your guinea pig potency test with which I am very much imp r-e s sed , If you
have any specific data that you would not mind my showing at this "private and
confidential" conference, I should be very glad to do so.

With all good wishes and kindest pe rsonal regards,

Sincerely yours,

ABS/jsb
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