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Dear Rabbi Jakobovits,

This is to tell you how very much I appreciated your sending me the
reprint of the two lectures that you gave in 1979 at the annual meeting of
the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture in Geneva. I have the most
pleasant recollections of our brief encounter in Israel while I was
President of the Weizmann Institute of Science.

It is an odd coincidence that you should have thought of sending me
a reprint of your lectures at the same time when I was thinking about you .
because of a letter that you had written to the Jerusalem Post on the subject
of abortion in Israel. The reasons you gave for opposing abortion in Israel
on social qrounds were most convincing especially to a person like myself who
believes that abortion on social grounds is warranted in the United States and
many other countries. The most telling part of your ar~ument was that the
Jewish population of Israel ~e.sso small that the large tlumber of children
who are annually artificially aborted because they are not wanted by their
parents or because the parents are unable properly to care for·them, should
become wards of the State of Israel or of the Jewish people throughout the
world. To achieve this objective it is not enough to'have a law against
abortions on social grounds because that only leads to unfortunate and
often t.ragicmeansof circumventing such a law. Instead such a law should
be supplemented by a program of support during the period of pregnancy and
for special care of the children after they are born. I am distressed by the
fact that approximately 400,000 to 500,000 Hebrew-speaking Israelis are now
living in the United States and that immigration from Israel now is equal
to or exceeds e~igration.

Best wishes and kindest personal regards.
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