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Dear Albert:

This morning's mail brought the blanks for Cosmos Club membership

and I am sending a set to you without delay. When I became a member

some 15 years ago, the initiation fee was either $35 or $50; now I see
that it is $200.

Nevertheless, I hope you will find it possible to fill out the

enclosed blank. If you do, I will ask the Dean of our School of Public

Health, Dr. Myron E. Wegman, to cosponsor your membership with me.

I will also send you the little book which lists all the members

of the Club. Then, if you will check the names of members who know

you, I will write and ask them to write to the Admissions Committee in
your behalf.

Needless to say, with your outstanding contributions, you will have

no difficulty whatsoever to gain membership. You will indeed honor the

Club by your membership.

With warm personal regards,

~llyt

~~



COSMOS CLUB PROPOSAL FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP,
ASSOCIATE PRIVILEGES, OR FOREIGN VISITOR PRIVILEGES

Prior to being posted on the Club bulletin board, a proposal for membership,
associate privileges, or foreign visitor privileges must be submitted on this pre-
scribed form signed by the two sponsors and accompanied by separate and inde-
pendent letters from both sponsors. Such posting need not await receipt of the
nominee's publications and additional supporting letters.

PLEASE READ THE INSTRUCTIONS AND THE EXTRACTS FROM THE BYLAWS
BEFORE TYPING PROPOSAL FORM AND FORWARDING

TO THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF
A NOMINEE'S ACHIEVEMENT RECORD

It is the responsibility of the sponsors to prepare a docu-
mented record of factual evidence showing that the
nominee is eligible for election under one or more of
the three categories mentioned in Article I, Section 1, of
the Bylaws. The following minimal documentation is
required:

1. Letters from both sponsors detailing the nominee's major
professional, scientific, artistic, literary, or public-service
achievements which establish his eligibility.

2. Letters from at least four Club members who by reason of
their own fields of interests, and personal knowledge of the
nominee's attainments, are competent to document the nom-
inee's qualifications. More than the required four letters are
appropriate and helpful. Letters that merely endorse the
sponsors' proposal or the nominee's social acceptability are
of little value: what is wanted is factual documentation of
the nominee's eligibility.

3. Letters from non-members may be helpful, particularly in
cases where members who are acquainted with the nom-
inee are not competent in his field of interest.

4. Copies of the nominee's publications which are significant
in the category under which he has been nominated.

Sponsors will here list the names of Club members (includ-
ing members of the Admissions Committee) who personally know
the nominee:

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Statements and letters should be frank and forthright. Members
are asked to refrain from writing supporting letters unless they
conscientiously consider the nominee to be eligible for member-
ship within the strict requirements of the Bylaws. Noncommittal
and gratuitous letters merely clutter up the nominee's file.
(Letters to the Admissions Committee from members which give
specific grounds for disapproval of a nominee will also be care-
fully considered.)

The Committee cannot fulfill its important screening task un-
less it has the candid support of Club members. Therefore it is
suggested that letters be sent only to the Admissions Committee.
Letters are held in strict confidence and are destroyed after each
case has been decided.
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EXTRACTS FROM BYLAWS
1. (Art. I, Sec. 1) The Cosmos Club shall be composed of men

(a) who have done meritorious original work in science,
literature, or the arts; or

(b) who, though not professionally occupied in science,
literature, or the arts, are well known to be culti-
vated in some field thereof; or

(c) who are recognized as distinguished in a learned pro-
fession or in public service.

2. The total number of members shall not exceed 2,500
exclusive of those in senior or emeritus status. Members who
reside or who are engaged in any occupation for more than one-
half of any calendar quarter of a year within 30 miles of the
Clubhouse shall be classed as in resident status for that quarter;
others as in nonresident status. (Art. IX, Sec. 4)

3. No person shall be admitted to membership in the Club un-
less he shall have been proposed by two members, serving as his
sponsors, each of whom is personally well acquainted with him,
and neither of whom is a member of the Admissions Committee.
Each sponsor must have been a member of the Club for at least
one year. Such proposal must be made on a form provided for
the purpose and must be accompanied by a letter from each
sponsor setting forth the qualifications of the nominee and his
fitness for membership. (Art IX, Sec. la and lb.)

4. The name of every person proposed for membership, with
his occupation, position, and address, together with the names of
his sponsors, shall be posted on the bulletin board provided for
that purpose at least 60 days before action by the Admissions
Committee and shall be published in the next succeeding issue of
the Cosmos Club Bulletin. (Art. IX, Sec. lc.)

5. The Admissions Committee shall ballot separately for each
nominee. If there be two negative votes the nominee shall not be
admitted and he may not again be proposed for membership for
the ensuing period of one year. (Art. IX, Sec. Id.)

6. The stated meetings of the Admissions Committee shall be
monthly and shall occur upon the first Tuesday of each month.
If necessary the Committee may change the date of the meeting
as it sees fit. (Art. IX, Sec. 2.)

7. After final action by the Admissions Committee on any
nominee, all written communications except the proposal for mem-
bership and letters of sponsors shall be destroyed, except in cases
where the return of communications has been specifically re-
uest d. Art. IX Se

8. Each newly elected member shall pay an initiation fee 0
$200, either in full within 30 days after notice of election i
mailed to him or within one year in four equal quarterly install
ments, running from the first day of the quarter in which he is
admitted to membership; except that every newly elected mem-
ber who is less than 40 years of age at the time of his election
shall pay an entrance fee of $150, either in full within 30 day
after notice of election is mailed to him or in eight equal quar
terly installments running from the first day of the quarter in
which he is admitted to membership; and in default of the com-
pletion of the payments above scheduled, he shall be deemed to
have declined membership. The Board of Management may for
good cause extend the time for the payment of entrance fees.
Members who resign, in good standing, and within one year fol-
lowing such resignation apply for reinstatement to the Club, may
be reinstated by the Board of Management without the payment
of an additional initiation fee. (Art. X, Sec. 1). ,

reached their fortieth birthday by the first of any quarter shall pay
$18.75 quarterly if in resident status and $9.38 quarterly if in non-
resident status. A member elected after the first month of a quar-
ter shall be charged dues for the remainder of the quarter at the
rate of one-third of the quarterly dues for each remaining month
or portion thereof. (Art. X, Sec. 2).

10. The Admissions Committee, or a subcommittee thereof,
shall have power, on the written recommendation of two mem-
bers, neither of whom is a member of the Admissions Commit-
tee, and each of whom has been a member of the Club for at
least one year, to admit to the privileges of the Club as associates,
for a period of three months, men believed to possess the quali-
fications for membership under Article I, Section 1. Such privi-
leges may be extended by the Board of Management under such
conditions as it may determine. The privileges granted by this
Article to associates are not those of membership and do not
include the right to vote or to attend business meetings of the
Club or to have privilege cards issued to guests, but do include
the privilege of introducing visitors in accordance with Article
XVI, Section 3. The recipient of associate privileges shall pay in
advance a fee of $50 for each three-month period. There shall
be no entrance fee. (Art. XI, Sec. 1) (Note. Under authority
granted to it in Article XI, Section 1, 2, 3 of the Bylaws, the
Board of Management at its meeting on October 21, 1954, passed
the following resolution: "That it shall be the Board of Manage-
ment's general policy to deny the extension of Associate Privi-
leges (i.e., beyond the original three-month period) to individuals
whose names are posted as nominees for membership and who,
it elected, would be in resident status.")

• • • • •
Pursuant to Article XVI, Section 1, of the Bylaws the Board

of Management adopted the following rules with respect to
extension of Club privileges to foreign visitors:

(l) The nominee for such privileges shall be a man, not a
a citizen of the United States, who is temporarily resident in
Washington on a visit or on an official assignment, who ful-
fills the qualifications for membership set forth in Article I of
the Bylaws, and whose name is proposed by two members,
under conditions set forth in Article IX, Section lb.

(2) The names of such nominees shall be posted for 30
days in the Clubhouse, after which the Admissions Committee
will act upon the nominations to determine the conformity of
the nominee's qualifications with Article I of the Bylaws. The
Admissions Committee will report its decision to the Board of '
Management.

(3) Upon favorable action of the Admissions Committee,
the Board may at its discretion grant visiting privileges to the
nominee for the term of his visit or official assignment in the
United States or for a period of three years, whichever is
shorter. Privileges may be extended for a period beyond three
years after review by the Board of Management.

(4) The number of persons receiving such privileges at any
one time shall not exceed one hundred.

(5) Persons receiving such visiting privileges shall pay dues
in advance at the rate of $50 per quarter on January 1, April 1,
July 1, and October I, of each year but will not pay any en-
trance fee.

(6) Persons receiving such visiting privileges will not have a
vote in meetings of the Club, nor will they be eligible for the
proposal of nominees for regular membership but otherwise
will be entitled to all the privileges and responsibilities of
membership.

(7) Persons receiving such visiting privileges shall be subject
to the rules of discipline governing members of the Club.

(8) These rules are subject to amendment by the Board of
Management.
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COSMOS CLUB

Elected Date: Eligibility:

Failed

The above is for office use.

Date:

The Admissions Committee
Cosmos Club
2121 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

We hereby propose for
(check one) :

-_~. Membership in resident status Associate privileges
--_ Membership in non-resident status Foreign visitor privileges

Permanent address ---------- Zip Code _

Temporary Washington address Zip Code _
Place and date of birth _

Profession _

Occupation or position _

Proposed under one or more of the following categories:

(a) Meritorious original work in _

A nominee proposed on the basis of "meritorious original work" should be supported by letters showing why
the work is "meritorious" in his professional field, why it can be called "original," and by what criterion it is
considered important enough to justify election.

(b) Well known to be cultivated in _

A nominee proposed on the basis of being "cultivated" in some field of science, literature, or the arts,
other than the one in which he is engaged professionally, should have supporting documentation giving the
evidence of his peers as to the degree of his cultivation in the designated field.

(c) Recognized as distinguished in _

A nominee proposed on the basis of being "distinguished in a learned profession or in public service"
should be supported by evidence demonstrating why he is distinguished. Holding high office in itself is not
evidence of eligibility in this category; it is the distinction that the man brings to the office that counts, not the
distinction that the office lends to the man.
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Education: colleges, universities (give degrees and dates), special training _

Activities, honors, awards, and connections, with dates _

Publications: titles and dates (those marked (s) are submitted herewith, those marked (sc) to be submitted under
separate cover. See note below.) _

NOTE: Copies of the nominee's principal publications that reveal his eligibility should be furnished by the sponsors. The sponsors
should also list the titles of the nominee's other significant publications, in bibliographic form with dates, and submit
three copies of the list with the proposal form. Publications will be returned to the sponsors after the Committee has
completed consideration of the nomination. Copies of reviews of publications and comments from authoritative sources
are valuable submissions.

Sponsor's signature _

Please type name

Sponsor's signature _

Please type name
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