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G U L F RES EAR C H INSTITUTESOU T H
SUITE 414 TAYLOR BUILDING BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA TELEPHONE AREA CODe 504 348-5911

1522 K Street, N. W.
Suite 334
Washington, D. C. 20005
Telephone: 202/223-6744
March 9, 1967

Albert B. Sabin, M. D.
The Children's Hospital Research Foundation
EIland Avenue and Bethesda
Cincinnati 29, Ohio

Dear Albert:

The timing of your letter, which was forwarded to me, was most apropos.
Since our last conversation at the WHO/PARO meeting, I've been busy trying to
organize the Department of Medical Microbiology, reconvert a 6000 square foot
barracks building in New Orleans into laboratory and animal quarters, seek
contract and grant support in arbovirology, and assemble a staff. I am
assigned to the Washington office until the end of June. By then the kids
will be finished with school, Doublas will be ready for college, and the
laboratories will be completed and partially equipped. As for a senior
staff, thus far we have a viral biochemist, a cell biologist, and we expect
Dr. Pravin Bhatt (desciple of John Fox) and Dr. Ibrahim (from Hammon's lab-
oratory) to join us in September. This should make up the nucleus of an
arbovirus group.

We have submitted two grant proposals to the NIH under the U.S.-Japan Cooperative
Medical Science Program. Once deals with studies on the development of
attenuated dengue vaccines derived from tissue culture. The other deals with
studying the possibility of a concentrated purified tissue culture derived
vaccine which may be necessary for the more virulant hemorrhagic types. I am
sending you ~rox copies of the proposals under separate cover. I had planned
to send them out to you early next week for your comments. Not knowing
whether they will be funded by the NIH, I was planning on submitting them to
the AFEB. It is quite apparent to me that work is needed in both areas and I
would like to get support for them. In addition, we have just submitted a
"bread and butter" proposal to the RRRB for the production of dengue reagents,
a copy of which is enclosed.
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I will most certainly write to Bill Scherer and include copies of our
proposals so he can see that the interest really exists.

In regard to the papers, I also have been going over our work on dengue
and I find that much of the data is in excellent shape. In fact skeleton
outlines on the papers on the paralytogenic properties, behavior of Type I )
and 2 vaccines in humans (both mouse adapted and tissue culture adapted)
with your comments are in front of me at this moment. I feel that from now
until June I will be in a much better position to do something about it,
not only the dengue but the sandfly fever work as well. Therefore, ~
notebooks would indeed be most helpful. Is there any priority? ~ .

Again, your letter could not have been more perfectly timed. I hope that
the next time you are in Washington we can get together and discuss the
proposals further and that I may be able to give you at least one first draft.

Kindest personal regards for you and the family.

Sincerely,

B. H. Sweet, Ph.D., Director
Medical Microbiology
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