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November 24, 1969

Albert Sabin, M.D.
Department of Pediatrics
The Children's Hospital Research Foundation
Elland Avenue and Bethesda
Cincinnati, Ohio 45229

Dear Albert:

I'm sorry I couldn't get to either the Infectious Disease or the Tropical
Medicine meetings. I would like to have been present when you were given
your awards. Congratulations!

I'm writing more or less to keep you informed of progress here and am
enclosing a brief summary of our work for your suggestions and comments,
if you have time. We have just about completed testing in suckling mice
all the 1945 lyophilized Dengue material for the presence of virus, using
blind passage and back challenge. I'm sorry to say that not one of the
13 tested was positive. But we won't give up yet, and will test some of
the frozen material and other ampules of lyophilized material, utilizing
the mosquito cell system which is 10 to lOa-fold more sensitive.

We have nearly completed our studies with DEN-l, and DEN-·2 in monkeys,
comparing acute phase virus and mouse passage level and dosage by the oral
and SQ routes. We would like to move on to DEN-3 and DEN-A, but are having
a devil of a time to tear "loose" acute phase sera or infected mosquito
pools from other investigators. If you could do some "arm twisting" for
us, we would appreciate it.

Scientifically, everything is going well and we are extremely satisfied.
I cannot say the same administratively; there is no way to convince these
people of the needs and requirements for virological work in terms of
proper air handling to prevent bacterial, mold, and vital cross contamination.
I hope it will work out, but if not, c'est la vie. Maybe I can convince
Gladys to go to Israel.

Best regards,
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B. H. Sweet, Ph.D., Director
Medical Microbiology and
Cell Biology Division
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