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Oct. 27, 1956

Professor V. M. Zhdanov
Institute of Virology
im Ivanovsky
Moscow, U. S. S. R.

Dear Viktor Mikhailovich:

Thank you very much for your kind letter of 22 September and
numbers 3 and ~ of Voprosi VirusologU. Considering that it was sent by
ordinary mail I was gl ad to note that it arrived in Cincinnati on October
19th. During my stay in the Soviet Union you indicated that the paper that
I presented in Leningrad which was translated in Russian by Voroshilova
might be published in your new journal. I would appreciate it very much if
you could let me know whether or not it will be published and if so approxi-
mately when.

I also would like to mention that I have received none of the reprints
or books that were given to me by my Soviet colleagues and which were supposed
to be mailed to me in 2 batches: 1 from Leningrad at the end of June and the
other from Moscow shortly after I left in the middle of July. Mr. Michael
Bruk told me that the Leningrad batch was sent even before I left Leningrad
and he also promised to see that the Moscow collection was mailed shortly
after my departure. I would greatly appreciate it if a check could be-made
because there were many very valuable books and reprints in both collections.
I might mention that I have had no difficulty whatever in receiving books of
reprints from the Sovi et Union shipped to me by individual colleagues since
my departure.

Enclosed herewith is a report by Dr. Henle of the tests on the
Russian mumps vaccine that I brought back. Since it was found to be highly
active, plans are now underway to test its immunogenic activity in children.
The measles virus whi ch I received through your good offices was turned
over to Dr. Enders. He has just informed me that he has been unable to
obtain any cytopathogenic effect with it either in human amniotic cells or in
human kidney cells in which all other strains of measles virus which he has
have regularly produced an effect. Thus far, however, he has not yet tested
the fluids from either the human tissue cultures or egg passage material for
·complement-fixing act ivity. He expects to do this very shortly and I will let
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you know the results that he obtains. It would be greatly appreciated if
any reports on the measles material that I received, either in published
form or in manuscript form, could be sent to me -- especially the results
of the tests of its immunogenic capacity in children which you described to
me while I was in Moscow.

My own work on polio has now progressed to the point where we
have been able to select the most highly attenuated strains of each of the 3
types derived from single particles of virus for future tests on human beings.
Large lots of virus are now being prepared and should be ready for tests on
human beings in this country sometime in January 1957. When these initial
tests will have been completed consideration will then be given to the question
of distributing aliquots of these large lots to investigators in other countries.
In accord with the discussions which we had during my visit in the Soviet
Union I should be very glad to propose at that time that some of this material
be made available for tests in the Soviet Union.

With all good wishes and kindest personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

Albert B. Sabin, M. D.
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