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Dear Dr. Sabin,
It was wonderful tonight to have a chance to see you on

"Nightline" and know that your spirit is still unchanged.
I' 6 t7I have me.aries of my one meeting with yo~w en I was first

working in Germany as correspondent for Medical Tribune, and
was assigned to the International Conference on Microbiological
Standardization at Wiesbaden. You were kind enough to talk
wit~$~'Mlafter the meeting - a kindness I remembered the follow-
ing ~~during most of which 1 triedto oonvince Werner Anders
in Berlin, by telephone - we lived in Bonn where my husband
was a political correspondent - that the federal Republic was
in the throes of a massive polio epidemic. I still have 2 1/2
typed single-spaced pages of notes on which I based my article,
notes that is of your paper.
Then 1 was a very green medical writer. After several years in
Germanyend Paris, and more than seven years at WHO in Geneva
I've lost my greenness I hope. I am now working on a book on
the history of the thalidomide disaster which no one connected
with it wants to write and working part time as editor for Ken
Melmon, Chairman of the Department of Medicine at Stanford.
My busband (we are divorced but very good friends and he is
home in Bombay) taught me much of the fear of people in the
third world of polio and my experiences at WHO made me aware
of the devastating effect of measles among the poor, mal-
nourished populations without adequate medical care.
I'm glad we had a chance to
that your fire is undimmed.
you'll walk out of Bethesda
so much you can do.

listen to you tonight and to see
I know the PT is hell but I hope

before long because there is still

I wanted to say "hello" and wish you well. I am old enough at
68 to be well aware of what the prevention of polio meanSI I
shared a tent at camp in 1927 with a doctor's daughter. Isabel
came down with polio. The rest of us did not. It is wonderful
that at least polio has been virtually eliminated in the US
and you have every right to be proud.
My best wishes to you. 1 still expect to see you on your usual
hectic rounds - there is still so much to be done.

Sincerely,
f4;(~


