
66TH STREET AND YORK AVENUE
NEW YORK

September 22, 1937

THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE
FOR MEDICAL RE SEARCH

Dear Dr. Sabin:

Thank you very much for your kind letter. I am
sorry myself that I shall not be present at the round table
conference on poliomyelitis, not because I have anything
special to communicate, but because I would like to hear
what you and others have to say on the subject. The subject
has become so developed in the last period in a way, that
I do not feel that I can, in the short time that remains
before I sail on Saturday, and with so many things to attend
to, attempt to formulate questions. I doubt whether I have
anything of real moment to ask anybody.

However, there is one question which I have in
mind and have meant to talk over with Dr. 01itsky and you.
It is something that you may have attacked already. It
seems to me that it should be investigated. It is the mode
of action of zinc sulphate and other chemicals that prevent
the virus, for a considerable period, from penetrating the
olfactory nervous structures. It has occurred to me that
some change takes place in the end organ and that that change
might be discoverable by histological methods, and that the
length of time that the obstruction lasts may be determined
by the length of time required for the restoration of the
integrity of the end organ. Your histological technique is
so good that I would have faith that you could work out this
problem, and if you can, it would open a way perhaps of
detercining not only how the poliomyelitis virus is obstructed,
but what happens to other viruses that go in by the nose and
which m8\V take the nervous or other passages to penetrate the
interior.

As I say, you and Dr. Oli tsky may already be on the
track of the solution of this problem. I hope you are, and
if so, I would like to hear about it if you could write me.
My secretary always knows how to reach me in England.

Thank you for your good wishes, which are warmly
rec iprocated.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Albert :B. Sabin
Rockefeller Institute


