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Dr. Albert B. Sabin
Commissionon Viral Infections
The Children Is Hospital Research Foundation
Cincinnati 29, Ohio

Dear Albert:

Personally, and on behalf of a good manypeople in this office,
I want to thank you very muchfor your letter of 1.3February 1956
enclosing copies of summariesof the discussions you had with Drs.
Ohumakovand Smorodintsev at the time of their recent visit to your
laboratories in Cincinnati. The information in this report is of
interest not only to our Research and DevelopmentDivision, but also
to Preventive Medicine Division, and to Medical Information and In-
telligence Division. In answer to your question about an exchange
of pappataci (sandfly fever) viruses with the Russians, I can say
that we agree with your impression that it would be desirable to do
so. Perhaps if you go to Russia, you might be able to arrange for
a simultaneous exchange of the viruses at that time.

I have talked with Colonel Mason, Captain Babione, and others
about the possibility, reported in your letter of 1.3February, as
in your telephone call on the 10th, that you mayreceive an official
invitation through the USSRMinistry of Health, to visit various
Russian laboratories in June and July 1956. Weare all in favor of
your accepting such an invitation, should it be extended and snoUI
yo r'llld it convenient to make'ilie visit ~ It would be desirable at
this time to advise the Department of State that such an invitation
might be forthcoming. The person to write to about this is Mr. Walter
M. Rudolph, Science Adviser, Department of State, Washington, D. C.
Mr. Rudolphtook Dr. Koepfli's place semetime ago. I amtold that
a good manyclearances and "procedures" must be gone through with,
so it is none too early to get someof these matters under way.

Since you have funds to attend the forthcoming International
Pediatric Congress in Copenhagenat the end of July, and since the
Russians would take care of all your expenses during your stay in
USSR,we understand that you would need funds to cover your expenses
from Copenhagento Leningrad, and return from Leningrad to Copenhagen.
Colonel Mason, Captain Babione, and Colonel Ley have said that they
would approve your use of moneyavailable through your research con-
tract to cover these expenses, and that if there are not sufficient
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funds available therein, a request from you for a supplemental ap-
propriation for this purpose would be approved. If this is to be
done, it wouldbe advisable for you to put in the request as soon
as you knowyour plans, as the final approval of the contracting
officer will have to be obtained. Please write directly to Captain
Babione about this.

I amturning over your letter of 13 February with a copy of
this reply to Captain Babione, so that the file of your Commission
on Viral Infections will have a complete set of the correspondence.

Your talk with Dr. Chumakovand Dr. Smorodintsev about the
Russian "vaccine" used for treatment of multiple sclerosis was of
a good deal of interest to us because we have been gathering infor-
mation on that subject. This is the Margulis-Shubladze vaccine which
is being tried out not only in Russia, but also in Swedenand Belgium.
Sometime ago, Joe Smadelcommentedon somestatements about it for
CIA, and more recently Dr. Joel \'larren while he was a Scientific
Attache of our Embassyin Stockholm, obtained about 200 cc , of the
vaccine and had it shipped to us under refrigerated conditions. A
sample arrived with sameice still in a thermos jug, and was turned
over at once to Joe Smadelat Walter ReedArmyInstitute of Research.
He plans to immunizeanimals with it, and makeserological tests in
an attempt to find out what sort of a virus, if any, was used to make
the vaccine.

This was all done through the reorganized Medical Infonnation
and Intelligence Division in the Office of The Surgeon General. In
that Division, there is a great deal of information about biological
sciences and medicine in the USSR. If you have a day or so to spend
here, I amsure you will be interested in reading someof these re-
ports.

With best wishes,

A.G~~-rL~
S. Bayne-Jo s, M. D.

Technical Dir ctor of Research.
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