
HILARY KOPROWSKI. M.D.
DIRECTOR

PHONE. BARING 2·6700

,

THE WISTAR INSTITUTE
THIRTY·SIXTH STREET AT SPRUCE

PHILADELPHIA 4. PA.

CABLE ADDRESSI WISTARINST

December 1. 1958

Dr. Albert B. Sabin
Children's Hospital Research Foundation
Ellard Avenue and Bethesda
Chicinnatti 29, Ohio
"If you aspire to reach this height of perfection. you must make a brave
beginning. Lay the axe to the roots. to cut out and destroy all inordinate
and secret love of self. and of any personal and material advantage. From
the vice of inordinate self-love spring nearly all those other failings that
have to be completely overcome." Thomas' Kempis, The Imitation of Christ.
Dear Albert:

I have carefully considered your extraordinary letter of November
17 with its even more extraordinary enclosures.

It seems to me that a pre~equisite for a joint article on the
laboratory characteristics of our vaccine strains is some agreement between
the authors on the evaluation of the laboratory techniques employed. to say
nothing of the results~ Moreover. I am forced to say that your recent be-
haviour in braiting about your results to many others before sending them to
me for examination does not seem courteous or calculated to provide a common
basis for agreement. In view of the impasse which we have reached, it seems
premature to consider such a joint venture until some resolution of our
disagreements has been effected.

I can in no way find a basis for agreement in your procedure with
the CHAT and Fox strains. Your principal claim seems to be that my results
were obtained by "technicians" who by virtue of being technicians, therefore
use incorrect techniques. This argument is to me merely an obfuscation and
an irrelevance. At the Wistar the monkeys were inoculated by my associate,
Tom Norton. who. you will remember. learned the science (or should I call it
art?) of intraspinal inoculation from the master; namely yourself. The sec-
ond laboratory which inoculated monkeys was one which has to prove the accur-
acy of its intraspinal inoculations of Salk vaccine by submission of histo-
logical sections to the Division of Biologic Standards. A third laboratory.
in Europe. has now tested the CHAT strain and it has been reported to me that
none of 10 monkeys inoculated intracerebrally and none of 10 inoculated intra-
spinally were paralyzed. Thus. three distinct laboratories have obtained
similar reSUlts, against which you~s are in marked contrast.



~lY yours,

~~i' M. D.
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I will emphasize once more that in the absence of histologic

confirmation of the lesions of polio in the central nervous system I can
not accept your results at face value. Are you not disturbed by the fact
that paralysis occurred within 2 to 5 days in 41 of 48 paralyzed monkeys,
and with both diluted and undiluted virus?

To return to your proposal, there are two conditions which must
be fulfilled before I would consider co-authoring an article. First, I
would like to ask you to provide some competent neuropathologist with the
spinal cords and brains from the monkeys you inoculated with CHAT and Fox.
Second, I am interested now in testing in my laboratory your "optimal"
LSc, Leon and P 712 strains. Two of these have been requested by Tom from
you a month ago and you failed to supply us with the strains. These viruses
and their first human passage progenies will be injected into monkeys by
myself for the evaluation of their virulence. The recent report by Stuart-
Harris and his colleagues on your Type III strain seemed to be at variance
with data submitted by yourself and Verlinde. This time Stuart-Harris and
not you finds the strain much more virulent for monkeys injected intra-
cerebrally with the material representing the first human passage. It seems
that the tests for "reversion to virulence" of excreted virus would bear
repeating and I intend to do so, submitting the results to you for joint
evaluation.

I think the above two requests are entirely fair, unless turnabout
not be fair play.

Like you, I am trying to put myself in your position, but I can
not imagine for a moment that I would dismiss 10 years of work by another
investigator with one airy wave on an intraspinal needle. At the end of
your letter you state that "you and I are interested in the same o~ectives".
So say I. I can not see, however, how the condemnation of all strains but
your own serves anyone but the opponents of live virus vaccination in
polio. In the words of Phaedrus, "Jupiter has loaded us with two wallets;
the one, filled with our own faults, he has placed at our backs; the other,
heavy with the faults of others, he has hung before.

The time has come in this field for the examination of data by
disinterested parties. I wonder Whether you would be willing to JOIn me in
a request for tests by the Division of Biologic Standards of all of the can-
didate strains and their human passage progenies.

I will look forward to your answers to these concrete suggestions.
I am sure that they will solve more problems than the pUblication of material
which, for the most part, is well known. I am also sure that you are fami-
liar with the Maxim of La Rochefoucauld: "Les querelles ne dureraient pas
longtemps, si Ie tort n'~tait que d'un cot~". Best personal regards.

Ihb


