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Progress Report No. 3

ORIMUNE Oral Polio Immunization

Dear Doctor:

In a letter sent you on March 10, we informed you of some significant
developments with regard to the attenuated live virus oral poliomyelitis
vaccine which has been under development by Lederle Laboratories for
over 13 years under the direction of Dr. Herald R. Cox. In that letter
we assured you that we would endeavor to inform the medical profession
first, through established channels of technical information, of any
further developments.

In conformity with this policy, we call your attention to the articles in
the current (June 20) issue of the Journal of the Amt;:rican Medical
Association by Barr et a.l. and by Abad G6mez et al , describing the
field tests performedwith Lederle ORIMUNE OralPolio Immunization
in Minneapolis, Minnesota and in Andes, Colombia. These articles,
we feel, demonstrate quite convincingly that ORIMUNE confers a high
degree of active immunity to poliomyelitis and is entirely safe to use
in humans. The subject is of such great direct interest to all practicing
physicians that the articles referred to warrant your careful attention.

As you probably know, an international symposium on attenuated live-
virus polio vaccine convened in Washington last Monday (June 22) under
the auspices of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. A number of papers
reporting on various aspects of immunization with Lederle ORIMUNE
are being read at this symposium, including a most important one by
Dr. Cox, describing the first successful trial of a single-dose trivalent
vaccine. Because of the deep public concern with polio immunization
and the prominence of the participants, this symposium is being heavily
publicized by the lay press.

To date, under close medical surveillance, slightly over 500, 000
persons have received ORIMUNE immunization against all three types
of polio, many of thes e in a single dos e. In not a single instanc e has
an untoward reaction to the vaccine been reported; nor has a single
case of clinically significant polio definitely attributed to the vaccine
been reported subsequently, in this entire group of va ccin ees .
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Even more extensive field trials are under way. In Costa Rica, for
example, it is expected that 448,000 children under 10 years will have
received the ORIMUNE immunization against all three types by the end
of the year. This trial, embracing the entire population of the country
in the most susceptible age group, is being conducted under the auspices
of the Costa Rican Ministry of Public Health and the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau.

Lederle feels that its 13 years of carefully conducted research are
culminating in a single-oral dos e trivalent vaccine which is entirely
safe for human use and which will confer lasting immunity against all
three types of polio.

Until a vaccine of this type is available for administration by the physician,
there is no basis for modifying the recommendation given in our March 10
letter, that the currently accepted procedures for poliomyelitis immuni-
zation be followed.

Very truly yours,
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