
Dear Albert,

I have been thinking about what you told me of your travelling plans and
the VIPs you are going to meet, and I amwriting to ask whether you would be willing
to use your connections to champion one specific case of "Let MyPeople Go".

It concerns Miriam Eytan, our Faculty Secretary, whomyou have met.
Miriam came to this country before the war, to study at the HebrewUniversity. Her
family remained in Latvia which, as you know, was annexed by the USSRin 1940.
A short time later her parents and her brother with his family were deported to Siberia.
As it turned out, this saved their lives, for the Baltic States were the first to be
overrun by the Nazis when they attacked the USSRin 1941, and of the Jevs then living
in Latvia, hardly any espaped the massacres. Miriam's married sister with her baby
were amongthe first victims. Her brother-in-law was later executed for his part in
organizing armed resistance in the Ghetto of Riga. In 1947, Miriam's parents and her
brother with his family were allowed to return to Riga, after 6 years of Siberian exile.
Her father died there a few days after their return.

In all the years that have passed since, I-liriam has spared no efforts to bring
the surviving membersof her family to Israel. It took almost 8 years to obtain
permission for her old mother to leave the USSRand join her in IGrael. She arrived
here 4 years ago, overjoyed at being reunited with her daughter after a separation of
24 years. But the joy didn't last long: with every day that passed, the longing for
the son and grandchildren she left behind kept growing, and her chances of ever seeing
them again - more and more remote.

Thoughi1iriam and her mother have sent numerous official affidavits, as vell
as peti tiona and appeals to Soviet leaders, there has been no success so far. Each time
her brother applied for permission to leave the USSRwith his family, he was refused.
The fact that his wife's only surviving brother lives in Israel too (her parents, two
brothers and one sister were also murdered by the Nazis) and that this is a case of
reuni ting the few surviving membersof two families - has cut no ice. The only result
of all these endeavours was the expulsion of Miriam's niece from the University of Riga,
where she had been a fifth-year medical student, for no other reason than applying for
permission to leave the USSRtogether with her parents.

This, then, is the case I want you to take up. fI.iriam has already appealed to
a number of international bodies (The UNComAssion on HwnanRights, the International
Red Cross and the Lord Russell Peace Foundation) and a few prominent public figures,
but so far there have been no results. I feil that a vord from you in the right ears
during your visit there, maywell be instrumental in achieVing what s been denied
until now. Will you try ?

With warmestthanks and all beat wishes

.•...

MOSHE PRYWES, M.D.
I9. BALFOUR ST.

TEL. 3I423
JERUSALEM April 4, 1965

Professor Albert B. Sabin
The :Jhildren' s Hospital Research Foundatdon
Cincinnati 29, Ohio.
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P.S. The names)addresses of the persons concerned are listed on the attached sheet.


