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Public Health Service scientists have been attending the Second

International Conference on Poliomyelitis which has been meeting here this

week under the auspices of the World Health Organization. During the past

year, our staff have been following very closely the live virus trials in

various parts of the world. This week, as a matter of fact, Dr. David E.

Price, who served as my personal representative at a series of polio meetings

in Moscow in mid-May, has made public a report on the use of live virus in

the USSR during the past year ,
I mention all of this activity to illustrate the very lively and

hopeful interest the Service has in the development of a successful live

virus vaccine against polioe

So far, the Service1s technical experts and its scientific advisers
are not convinced that all of the technical problems have been :fully resolved.

Among them are the significance of the changes which have been noted

in the virulence of strains isolated after successive human passages, the

effectiveness of the vaccines, and firm dosage recommendations, which would

include the best method of administering the three types of live vaccdne ,

It is apparent from the reports corning out of the present conference

that a tremendous amount of work has been carried out since the meeting a

year ago. The material is voluminous and will require careful study and
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analysis. I have asked the Technical Advisory Committeeon Poliomyelitis to

undertake that analysis immediately to see whether or not the studies presented

have provided adequate answers to the questions of changing virulence, potency

and effectiveness.

Meanwhile, the Division of Biologics Standards is workingwith interested

manufacturers to develop the necessary production controls for a safe, standard-

ized product.

I want to emphasize very strongly that the PUblic Health Service and I,

as SurgeonGeneral, have the responsibility for makingsure that biological

products are safe and effective. Wetake that responsibility very seriously.

Whenthe technical experts of the National Institutes of Health and their

highly competent advisers are satisfied on these two points, it will be possi-

ble to license a live polio vaccine but not before. Howsoon that will be, I

do not know.

I should point out that, so far, only one manufacturer has applied for
,

a license. This request was returned for additional information; and no appli-

cations are nowpending.

In the meantimewe have in the Salk vaccine a proved and highly effe ctive

meansfor fighting polio. It has been administered to about 80 million Americms

d'tU"ingthe past five years, and, despite a high polio incidence in the sU111l11erof

1959, it has proved over 90 percent effective whenthe recommendedcourse of

injections is followed.

Unquestionably, a vaccine which can be administered orally and.is less

expensive to produce would represent another major advance in the fight against

polio throughout the world.

Wewant to be very sure that it is entirely safe and fully effective.
Whenthese two principles are fully established by a qualified manufacturer, we
will be happy to grant licenses for its production.
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