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DIRECTION Docter Albert B. SABIN, M.D
The Children's Hospital Research
Foundation
Elland Avenue and Bethesda
CINCINNATI - OHIO 45.229

DU CENTRE D'APplicATION

JDR/MR - N° 27

Dear Doctor Sabin,

I am pleased to tell you that reservations for a two
persons bedroom were made for I-irsSabin and you at the "Hotel
Lutetia", 43 boulevard Raspail, Paris 6e, tel: 548.44.10 and 548.
45.10.; for the nights of March 14 and 15. This hotel has a
somewhat central situation in Paris and is not far from Institut
Pasteur.

If you want some modification to this programm, please,
let me know. Anyway, somebody from Institut Pasteur will be at
your arrival at the airport with a car, to conduct you in Paris.

I think the question of the origin of the strains is
now completly clarified. What we in France denote familiartly as
"Souche Grand'Perel1 is actually your original (SO) type 3 seed
prepared in cynomolgus kidney TC and free of SV-40. It came to
me from Professor Roger SOHIER, Director of the section of

Virologie in the "Laboratoire National de la Sante Publique", as
a 0,5 ml vial carrying the following label: "12 a 1 b KP 3 of
10.10.56".

According to your letter of inquiry from january 9th
1969, its designation must be now SO. The denotation "Grand
Parentalll regards the relation with the primary seed lots pre-
pared by the producers starting from the seed material 3.S0 +
Merck 1. I must admit that it is somewhat uncorrect and this
fact confirms the necessity for a clear international .1.
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nomenclature such as the one you recommend in your letter of
inquiry.

Perhaps you know that the french national control
authorities do not agreed with the production of live vaccine
seed lots from the SO + Merck 1 passage. They do prefer, as
I believe, starting from the parental passage SO which is
called here "Grand'Pere". I have personnaly no opinion there-
upon and I shall be very glad of course, to know your meaning
at the time you will be in Paris. Perhaps you will also have
an opportunity to meet Doctor NETTER and Doctor SOHIER.

Regarding the type I and II strains, the material
which was given us recently by the "Laboratoire National de
Contr8le" is exactly the same as the one we conserve in our
deep-freeze installation since 1961, coming directly from you,
that is to say SO + Merck 1. At the time I asked the "Labora-
toire National" to provide me these two strains, I believed
they were free from SY-40 but I know to-day this was false.
Accordingly we will start preparing our seed lots from these
materials under neutralization with anti SY-40 serum as you
recommend. ~e will of course prepare this large seed lots
directly from the vials that you supplied without any inter-
mediate passage.

I ca.m e just recently to know the text of the agre-
ement from june 2nd, 1961 between the former Director of
Institut Pasteur, Doctor Jacques TREFOUEL and yourself. I can
warrant you that our facilities and our personnel will meet
all your requirements as well as all WHO recommendations. I
personnally agreed with all your conditions and I should
appreciate very much if you would transmit to me a copy of
the directions for the preparation, testing and assay of your
vaccine, as well as any other new recommendation you judge to
be useful to give.



Sincerely yours,
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I am very glad to have the opportunity to meet you
in Paris and I wish to Mrs Sabin and yourself a good fly to
France.

Doctor Jean DE RUDDER.


