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Dear Dr. Sabin:

I have just returned from the El Peten jungles in Guatemala
and I find your letter of February 4 waiting for me.

I am afraid that I am about as confused as you are by the
arrangements for the Symposium. In the first place, I have been
invited to attend---expenses paid---and have been informed that
they desire that Kuru provide a prominent part of the material dis-
cussed. In the early correspondence, Dr. Ludo van Bogaert requested
that we prepare histopathological sections on all of our cases for
survey by the others in the panel. Of course, our material on Kuru
is far too extensive for that, and instead we are preparing a rep-
resentative selection. Finally, correspondence made it evident that
the plan of procedure was to include exchange of pathological pre-
parations among all the workers in America for preliminary study,
and then shipment of these specimens to Europe, where they would be
circulated among the European participants. At this point, it became
evident to me that the congress was largely histopathologically
oriented and since Dr. Igor Klatzo, our neuropathologist on the Kuru
project, is far better prepared than I to handle this aspect of our
studies, I have insisted that he be invited. There is still uncer-
tainty and discussion about funds, although the funds for my visit
were apparently awarded from Antwerp---but we are not sure whether we
shall accept them. We have been asked to send our Kuru specimens to
Dr. Haymaker, and he in turn to you, before they are sent to Antwerp.
From the confused correspondence, I gather that Dr. van Bogaert desires
at least two sets of slides on material presented, and supporting
documents to accompany these.

Since ecology, epidemiology and etiology, with particular atten-
tion to microbiological etiology and biochemical change are my primary
concern, I am a bit skeptical about the value of the congress from this
point of view. It is certainly fully neurohistologically oriented.
Therefore, I myself have not been very enthusiastic about attending,
but I have been informed that they desire my presence for other reasons,
in spite of my unfamiliarity with this phase of the studies.
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Dr. Albert B. Sabin

Already the dates threaten to interfere with laboratory and
field work: the new dates of the postponed symposium CMay 10-15)
which I have just received by telegram, are probably even more in-
convenient in that they fall when I had hoped to be back in the
field in New Guinea. Dr. Klatzo, however, will certainly be there
to present the Kuru story and I shall be there-only if it appears
wise from later developments.

I hope that this information will be of some help to you.
While I was lecturing at Dr. Melnick's department at Baylor a few
days ago, I studies his results of inoculating the live polio virus
vaccine strains intraspinally into monkeys. He told me of his work
with you, and of course I am somewhat surprised and confused by the
whole story. I look forward to learning of your final interpreta-
tions.

I now have a section of my own here at the National Institute
of Neurological Diseases and Blindness for the continued study of
child growth and development and disease patterns in primitive cultures.
The scope of these studies is without bounds and can, apparently, range
from attempts at analyses of unusual programming patterns of the human
nervous system during infancy and childhood to biochemical and genetic
studies on clonal isolates of human populations. Of course, ecological
and microbiological interests will dominate many of the studies, but
the dangerously wide scope is just what I have always desired.

I do thank you for your interest and I hope that we may meet
again very shortly.

Sincerely yours,

D. Carleton Gajdusek, M.D.
National Institute of Neurological
Diseases and Blindness
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