
Washington 25, D. C.

July 13, 1962

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVElOPMENT

Dear Dr. Sabin:

I am pleased to inform you that the Secretary-General
of the UN Conference on the Application of Science and Technology
for the Benefit of Less Developed Areas has advised us that~our
abstract has been acce ted b the UN. One hundred fifty-three
abstracts were accepted from the United States and the UN Secre-
tariat has informed us that they were quite impressed by the
generally high quality of the U. S. submission.

The UN received almost 2,500 abstracts from about 75
countries and several of the UN Specialized Agencies. About
2,000 were accepte~. The unusually large number of abstracts
submitted clearly shows world-wide interest in the Conference.
It gives promise of attendance by a great many distinguished
scientists, political leaders and administrators concerned with
development problems.

By the same token, the very large number of abstracts
accepted by the UN has altered our previous assumptions about the
nature of the Conference and the procedures that will apply. We
must now make sure that American contributions are not swamped
by the sheer mass of papers from other countries. This will
require vigorous participation by contributors from the U. S.
scientific community to carry our ideas forward to a large,
important audience.

It is also quite clear that, contrary to our original
plans, it will not be possible for all authors to present their
papers, even in condensed form. If this were attempted, there
would obviously be no time for interchange and discussion on
salient issues. Accordingly, the UN Scientific Advisory Panel,
at its recent meeting in Geneva, recommended to the Conference
Secretary-General that the following procedures be adopted:
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1. General Sessions
Each of the 12 main agenda sections will be introduced

at a three-hour general session, after which a series of specialized
sessions will be scheduled. Each of the general sessions will be
initiated by some brief remarks by the Chairman, who will be followed
by six speakers each allotted~_ t~20 minutes. The speakers will
be selected on the basis of their personal eminence, the subject
they have selected as indicated by the abstract subnatted, and the
country or region from which they come. The six speakers then will
be followed by a Rapporteur, who will be the UN Scientific Secretary
responsible for preparing that section of the Conference. The
Rapporteur will have approximately 15 minutes to highlight the sig-
nificant issues raised by the papers accepted for that agenda section.
The remaining time will be allotted to discussion from the floor.

The purpose of the general sessions is to set a broad
conceptual framework and highlight the major issues to be discussed
in the related specialized sessions. The UN will avoid, insofar as
possible, scheduling other sessions during the time allotted to each
of the general sessions. Speakers for the general sessions will be
selected by the Secretary-General during the next two months and
submitted to the Scientific Advisory Panel for its approval in
late September.

2. Specialized Sessions

Approximately 75 to 80 specialized sessions will be
scheduled. For these, the Panel agreed to adopt a procedure providing
for maximum floor discussion. After very brief introductory remarks
by the Chairman, the Rapporteur would have ten minutes to expose the
principal themes contained in the papers for that session and to
draw attention to the principal subjects or questions to be discussed.
Four to six discussion leaders will follow, each having up to ten
minutes to make a statement. These discussion leaders will be chosen

y tqe Conference ecretary-General from the delegations after con-
sultation with the governments or agencies concerned. Discussion
leaders will not normally present the substance of their own papers,
but will make a statement based on their analysis of the principal
issues that should be discussed at the session. Approximately two
hours should then remain for discussion. All papers will have been
circulated in advance to Conference participants, and at least the
two-page summaries of every paper will be available in all four of
the official UN languages.
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The very large number of accepted papers has placed the
UN in an awkward financial position. Their approved budget was
based on an assumption that a much smaller number of papers would
be accepted. Consequently, they have now decided that the average
page limit will have to run somewhat less than Qight pages averaging
500 words per page, following the UN format. We pass this informa-

~on on to you with some hesitation, realizing that this very sharp
limitation may make it extremely difficult to present the theme of
your paper adequately. I would specifically request that you not
exceed 00 words (15 a es ~in length, and, if at all feasible,

would appreciate your limiting your paper to no more than 6,000
words (12 pages):

The deadline for recelVln com leted manuscri ts in our
office has been extended to September 1. This will give us only
two weeks to process them and submit them to the UN in Geneva.
The large number of U. S. abstracts that were accepted makes this
date exceedingly important.

The format of the manuscript is prescribed in considerable
detail on pages 25-27 of the UN Conference Information Bulletin,sent
you with our letter of May 11. These pages were also reproduced and
enclosed with our letter of June 12. In the event these have been
mislaid, we will forward additional copies on request.

Because of the UN's and our own requirements for reproducing
these papers, we must urge that these instructions be followed most
carefully. The typing instructions and the consecutive numbering of
paragraphs are particularly important. The typist should check the
margins carefully and the size of paper should be that specified
(8~ by 11 inches).

The one exception to the UN's instructions is that noted
in our June 12 letter: It will not be necessary to furnish-9.ix_
copies as s ecified in UN's ara ra h 3. Instead, we will require
a clean, unfolded original for reproduction here plus one copy for
control purposes. This applies both to the paper itself and the
summary required by the UN's paragraph 4.

Summaries should be separable from the manuscript because
the UN intends to translate them into the other three official
languages and reproduce and distribute them separately from the
full length papers.

We very much appreciate your cooperation both in submitting
the abstract and in agreeing to submit the paper with so little time
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left for its preparation. Through our Scientific Secretary for.
your agenda section, and through letters such as this on matters
of general information, we shall be in touch with you regarding
other phases of our planned participation in the Conference
including organization of the delegation, supplementary publica-
tions, and the exhibits we plan.

If there is further information or assistance which we
can provide, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

David Tilson, Director
Science Conference Staff

Dr. Albert B. Sabin
Children's Hospital Research Foundation

Cincinnati 29, Ohio


