
Telegrams and Cables:
WELLAB BECKENHAM

WELLCOME RESEARCH LABORATORIES
LANGLEY COURT, BECKENHAM, KENT

Telephone:
BECKENHAM 3422

2nd August, 1963.

Dear Albert,

Argentina

As you mayhave heard, the authorities in BuenosAires
recently issued two fairly substantial tenders for Oral Poliomyelitis
Vaccine. In addition to ourselves, tenders were submitted by a number
of other manufacturers, including Pfizer and Connaught. Whenthe
tenders were opened, it was found that our quotation on the first tender,
was lower than any of the others j as regards the second tender, we
were unfortunately disqualified because owing to a car accident, our
quotation was received five minutes late.

Following the opening of the tenders, there was a good deal
of rather undignified argument, which I suppose one has to expect in
that part of the world. This included a IOOveon the part of our
competitors to have our quotation on the first tender disallowed on
the grounds that our documentationwas not in order. The reasons given
included the somewhatsurprising statement that we had not produced a
certificate of authorisation signed by yourself.

As a result of all the squabbling, the BuenosAires authorities
decided to cancel both tenders and to issue a new tender for the whole
aIOOunt. Wehave to submit our quotation, with the necessary documentation,
not later than the 15th August.

To avoid attempts to have us disqualified again, I amwriting to
ask if you wouldbe kind enoughto sign the enclosed straightforward
statement, confirming that we are duly authorised to produce Sabin type vaccine.
As I amnot absolutely certain about your IOOvements,I am sending this letter
both to Cincinnati and to Dr. Camposin Rio.

I should be IOOstgrateful, assuming you feel able to sign this
certificate, if you would send copies both to Londonand to our agents in
BuenosAires in the enclosed addressed envelopes.

With kind regards and goodwishes,

Dr.Albert B. Sabin,
The Children's Hospital Research

Foundation,

STY. E J47

Cincinnati 29,
Ohio,
U.S.A.


