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Dear Doctor Sabin:

Although there has been considerable conversation and contact between you
and various members of our Company, I have not participated actively in
them. As a result of these contacts, you are probably very aware of the
activity going on in our Pfizer Ltd. division in preparing suitable oral
poliomyelitis vaccine for oral administration. Recently we were informed
that there will be available in the near future 5 batches of type I polio-
myelitis vaccine suitable for such use. It is contemplated that 5 batches
each of types III and II will be available in that order during March and
April of this year. We would like to ask your advice and/or help in eva1u~
ating these materials clinically.

It is my understanding that each of 5 batches of each of the three virus
types must be tested clinically, in addition to the animal tests, in order
to qualify for licensing in the United States. Initially, our plans are
to try to secure at least 25 homotypic seronegatives for each batch of
material. This would mean obviously 125 individuals seronegative for each
virus type. However, it is my understanding that we shall have available
enough material so that larger groups can be studied.

I am certain that during the last several months you have had numerous
requests for supplies of your vaccine for use in immunizing groups of
children. It is my hope that you may wish to suggest that our vaccine
be used in one or more of these situations. This will serve to study
the usefulness of our material and provide for the protection of the chil-
dren in the study.
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I would very much appreciate the opportunity to discuss with you our coopera-
tion in such studies. I shall be pleased to visit with you at your convenience.
Please let me know what your thoughts are regarding this request.

I thank you and send you my best regards.
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