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First, for the entire staff of Medical Tribun~" we extend to the members
of the Editorial Advisory Board warm holiday greetings and our wish for a happy
and fruitful New Year.

We are all delighted with the progress that has been made in 1961 in im-
proving the content and reader-interest focus of the paper, and are at work on
1962 projects which will be described below. We are particularly gratified that
1961 saw the development of the Board's working relationship with us to the
point where we can look forward to many constructive exchanges of viewpoints and
opinions with you concerning Medical Tribune's progress.

Several items prOmised to readers in our New Year editorial a year ago csme
to successful fruition during 1961. One was the Therapeutic Tribune panel
discussions, of which 11 have been published. We know" from the panelists who
participated, that these features were enthusiastically received and Widely read
for their informational and educational value. As we enter 1962 we are working
on more of them -- disoussions have already been held on hematology (With Dr.
Dameshek's assistance), on ulcerative colitis (With Dr. Palmer's participation)
and on dermatologic prob~ems. Others are scheduled for the near future on
several aspects of internal medicine and one on diabetes. We are planning to
move into a separate diagnostic emphasis as suggested at the October meeting withthe Board.

Another pre-announced 1961 highlight was the introduction of the Tribune
Pulse of Medicine polls. You may have noted in the December 25th issue of
Medical Tribune an article surveying all the Pulse polls published during the
year -- a total of 38 undertaken, 22 aJ.ready published. More than 40,000
individual physicians participated in these questionnaire surveys on many dif-
ferent topics related to medical practice. Response to each poll was maintained
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through all of them at the remarkably high level of 20 to 28%. (We are still
analyzing the Pulse returns on a Medical Tribune Readership poll, which was
answered by over 1,000 physicians, and will be giVing you a report soon.) We
now have a substantial backlog of polls to print in 1962, and will be making new
surveys during the year.

A major project of 1961 was the comprehensive series, with related editor-
ials and collateral material, on automobile safety. It was our objective to
stimulate physicians to identify with this problem and to think about it as
doctors and as important members of their communities. It is clear from the
response that this was accomplished to a considerable extent. Our supply of
extra copies of the series is Virtually exhausted by requests from physicians
and local civic groups concerned with safety, and we are considering a Public
Health Service request for some kind of reprint arrangement.

Also in 1961 we began the regular publication of Letters to Tribune. There
haa been a good, steady flow of mail concerning many features of the paper
(comments on Tribune's own editorials have been especially heartening) •

It may be of interest to you to know of one exclusive news roundup,
published in the December 4th issue, which presented the views of leading
cardiologists in the U. S. and abroad on the controversial question of the use
of anticoagulant therapy following myocardial infarction. The roundup was
triggered by a report in the previous issue of Tribune noting that a number of
Danish hospitals had ordered the discontinuance of such therapy.

We know that some constructive excitement was stirred up by these reports
published in the paper, and we are enclosing one sample of the reaction -- a
copy of a fine letter from Dr. Bradley Copeland of the Commission on Continuing
Education, American Society of Clinical Pathologists.

Several new projects are planned for 1962. These are outlined briefly in the
enclosed proof of a front-page Medical Tribune editorial, "Viewing the Year
Ahead," which is being printed in the issue of January 1, 1962. Just a word
here about these plans, on which we would like to have your comments.

In the series on medical care it will be our aim, through the best use of
our maximum fact-gathering and reporting facilities, to clarify the multiplicity
of relationships that now beset the physician in his care of the patient in the
large city, the suburbs, and rural areas. We know that this job waits to be
done as a first-rank challenge in medical journalism. Out of it should come a
valuable presentation of the facts and trends that influence every aspect of
medical practice as well as the relationships of medicine to government and to
the major organized patient groups in our society.

We will be sending reporting teams into typical areas, and will present
their findings as the first phase of the project. The second phase will deal
with the attitudes and opinions of medical and civic leaders on the problems and
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prospects or medical care. Finally) we will offer a summary of the total
picture. Medical Tribune's own editorial comments will be raised appropriately
as the series progresses.

The other two reporting projects -- on narcotics addiction and suicide __
are conceived as more modest attempts to pull together the facts and varying
approaches concerning national medical problems that are not too clearly under-
stood by a great many physicians. These also should stimulate much interest
and discussion. (It is not planned to have these series overlap or interfere
with each other.)

As you see, the editorial hopper for 1962 is full of ideas, with more
popping up constantly. We invite your comments on this report and will welcome
your suggestions for editorial development. In particular, we would appreciate
your consideration now of the possibility that you might send us an occasional
rough notes for an editorial that you think Medical Tribune should develop and
pUblish. We feel sure that your thought-provoking ideas on medical problems
or socio-econamic-medical subjects would make good grist for the editorial mill.


