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Dr. Albert B. Sabin
The Cnildrens Hospital
EIland Avenue and Bethesda
Cincinnati, Ohio 45229

Dear Dr. Sabin:

The bill providing funds for FY 1968 for the National Institutes
of Health has been signed into law by the President. It provides $94,422,000
for the Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. This is $3,752,000
more than the institute had for FY 1967. It is the same figure voted by the
House of Representatives and the same amount requested in the Budget Message
of the President.

The Senate, when it acted on the bill in August, had proposed an
increase in the appropriation of $4,500,000. The Conferees of the House and
Senate met and after long discussion agreed on a compromise of $2,000,000 of
the proposed $4,500,000. This agreement was brought up in the House on
October 4th but the House, bent on strict economy, turned it down. The bill
was sent back to Conference and was reported again to both branches of Con-
gress last week with the House figure of $94,422,000.

Although no money was added, the Conferees on the floor of the
House and Senate approved the authorization of a $500,000 collaborative re-
search program on Immuno-Therapy. This is within the total of $94,422,000.

The loss of John Fogarty in the Congressional appropriations
machinery showed itself clearly this year. Not only did the House fail to
increase health appropriations as it had done for the twenty years he was on
the committee but the Senate, without his strength in the Conference, was
unable to hold its own proposed increases.

We face another serious situation next year. We have the same four
new members on the House Appropriations Subcommittee: Congressman Natcher
(Kentucky), Smith (Iowa), Hull (Missouri) and Casey (Texas). Unless Chairman
Daniel Flood (Pennsylvania) is able to get the support of some of these men
we may wind up in bad shape. It is up to us to try to educate these new men
to the real needs of the institute. We must also try to get more interest on
the part of the Senate. The Senate started to help this year but as soon as
the going got rough it yielded to the House.

The reactionary forces in Congress are going to try to hold down
the health programs of the nation in the immediate future. We are going to
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have to work harder than we have in the past if we expect to cope with them.

I trust that you will turn this over in your mind during the next
few months and let me know if you hit on anything you or your colleagues can
do to help.

Sincerely,

Luke C. Quinn, Jr.
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