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Dear Dr. Sabin:

You are invited to participate in an informal discussion of research
areas which might be explored to help define possible causal relationships
of viruses to human mal;t~ant states. The meeting is to be held in Bethesda,
Maryland at the Nation nstitutes of Health, in Wilson Hall, Building 1,
on September 16, 1958 beginning 9:00 A.M.

The group is being called together at the request of the Research
Grants Branch of the National Cancer Institute, to meet a need, expressed
in the recently issued Report of the Senate Committee on Appropriations,
for "a vigorous effort to stimulate research directed at a study of the
virus origin of human cancer. II The Committee was aware that such a program
would be a longrange undertaking, and that its success would be heavily
dependent upon training and equipping additional scientists to work in the
intersecting areas of virology, genetics, and protein chemistry. The
Committee urged that such a program "be most seriously stUdied, carefully
planned, and vigorously executed."

Suggestions and recommendations developing out of the discussion will
be presented to the National Advisory Cancer Council for consideration by
this body in formulating plans for support of research. Information derived
from the discussion of the group will also be helpful in orienting study
sections and staff members of the Division of Research Grants and the National
Cancer Institute.

Arrangements for the meeting are being made by the Division of Research
Grants and will be held just prior to the first regular session of the recently
organized Virology and R1ckettsiology Study Section. You will be reimbursed
for transportation (including taxicabs), and will be given $12.00 toward other
expenses. In addition, a consultant's fee will be paid.
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If you can take part in the proposed informal discussion on September
16, please let me know as promptly as possible. Since the number of partici-
pants is necessarily limited, we should like to invite someone else in case
you cannot come. With your reply we would welcome any suggestions you have
for discussion topics pertaining to promising approaches for exploration of
the role of viruses in the origin and course of neoplastic diseases.

We sincerely hope you can arrange to attend this meeting.
Si cerely yours,

~4
'""1~eudder, Ph.D.

Execut e Secretary
Virology and Rickettsiology

Study Section
Division of Research Grants
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