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Above: Larger-than-life sculptures created out of duct 
tape by UC students decorated MainStreet in early June. 
The “Duct Tape Through the Decades” sculpture exhibit 
then traveled to Avon, Ohio, as part of a duct-tape festival 
over Father’s Day weekend, sponsored by ShurTech 
Brands, the company that markets Duck Tape. Graduate 
fine-arts student Tyler Hamilton created the 6-foot-tall 
View-Master. Associate professor of fine arts Joe Girandola 
created the sculpture spelling the word “DUCK” atop a 
large roll of duct tape.

Opposite page: Hundreds of dogs have been tested 
for hearing impairment at UC’s FETCHLAB, which has 
developed a national reputation for having canine-
audiology experts. Read more on page 34.

“Money is like manure; it’s not worth a thing unless it’s 
spread around encouraging young things to grow.”

— Thornton Wilder, The Matchmaker
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$1 billion 
raised from
100,000 donors

Thanks to you!



Because you gave
The University of Cincinnati reached its goal to 
raise $1 billion in gifts from 100,000 unique donors. 
Only 2 percent of all colleges and universities in the 
country have ever raised so much. This entire issue 
is dedicated to sharing stories that illustrate the 
human impact of your generosity.
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We did it.
After eight years of hard work and dedication, UC finds itself among the top 2 percent of U.S. universi-
ties for having raised $1 billion from 100,000 donors. Where does the money go? Who benefits from it? 
Who donates it? UC Magazine looks at some of the most intriguing stories that surfaced along the way. 

12  ‘Proudly Cincinnati’ in national spotlight by Phil Kanet

UC’s eight-year campaign concludes with a record $1 billion from 100,000 donors.

14  Advocating for the innocent by Deborah Rieselman

Mark Godsey and law students free 16 wrongfully convicted people, thanks to the Rosenthals.

20  New Alumni Engineering Learning Center  by Tom Robinette

  Amazing facility accommodates technology-driven revolution in engineering education.

22  Wooded playland welcomes children to campus by Dawn Fuller

  Researchers can observe preschoolers having fun in nature.

24  Field-study classes at Miami Whitewater  by Tom Robinette

Multidisciplinary programs benefit from having classrooms with Mother Nature.

26  Photojournalism grad documents an uprising by Barbara Blum

Scholarship recipient moves to Turkey as a national revolt begins.

30  Moving from anguish to admiration 
One of UC’s first African-American grads, Clark Beck, on how he nearly turned his back on UC.

32  Significant donor nearly overlooked by Greg Hand

 Asa Van Wormer: a simple farmer who funded the Van Wormer Library out of surprising wealth.

34  FETCHLAB’s ‘dog-eared’ research by Katy Cosse

Unusual lab diagnoses and treats hearing-impaired service dogs.

35  At-risk students beat the odds by Dawn Fuller 

Specialized housing lets first-generation students live together to learn ins and outs of UC.

36  Prescription for a full life by Angela Koenig

Millions of pharmacy mishaps avoided, education advanced, thanks to alumnus donor Wuest.

Bearcats Sports
37   Hostility to hope: Soccer player a former African refugee by John Bach

40   Nippert update: $86 million renovation to open in 2015 by John Bach 
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LETTERS
Call to donate sparks memories

The phone rang, and I was sure this 
was another robo-call. Believe me, I was 
in a defensive mode, ready to make short 
business of this call.

When I realized the voice on the other 
end was from a student from my alma 
mater, I blurted out in a relieved manner, 
“Oh, you’re not a political call!” My caller 
chuckled and proceeded with the message 
I receive annually — thanking me for my 
previous gift to benefit students attending 
the University of Cincinnati and wishing 
to update information.

Then, to my caller’s surprise, I finished 
the message for him by saying if he would 
send me the material I would return it 
with my check. By this time, we were in a 
chatty mode and fast becoming buddies.

“Have you visited the campus 
recently?” he asked. “Not since my 50th 
reunion,” I replied and hurried on to say 
that visit was in 1992. “There are lots of 
changes, new buildings extending to the 
east of the old campus area, and extensive 
green space,” he said.

I asked about his studies and learned 
he is a sociology major. That was all it 
took for us to bond as old friends.

I reported, of course, that I was a “soc” 
major; had loved my classes under Dr. 
Quinn, Dr. Carlson, Dr. Talbert and Dr. 
Eubank; and, even today, called up ideas 
from Dr. Eubank’s book. We concluded 
our transaction, and I smiled quietly to 
myself. He would never know what the 
campus was like in 1938-42, and I will 
never know what campus life is like in the 
21st century.

I went to sleep walking the familiar 
paths of the campus. The faces of friends 
and professors paraded through my mind. 
I recalled sitting on the marble steps of 
the library, deep in conversation, puffing 
on a bummed cigarette, the late fall after-
noon light coming through the windows 
of the Teachers’ College auditorium, the 
trek from the streetcar to McMicken Hall 
on a cold, snowy day and suppers at the 
Chi Omega sorority house.

I thought of six Mortar Board mem-
bers, in their black sweaters, sitting in the 
back row of the urban sociology class. I 
thought of cramming for exams, digging 
deeply in philosophical bull sessions, tot-

ing my black leather, zippered notebook 
holding notes from class and riding the 
streetcar from the campus back home for 
supper with my parents.

Extracurricular activities were impor-
tant ways of learning, and I remembered 
serving as president of the campus 
YWCA and being a junior advisor leader. 
Recalling the heady experience of a garde-
nia corsage, the swish of an aqua chiffon 
dress and the thrill of “tripping the light 
fantastic” at a fraternity dance brought 
delightful memories.

I wouldn’t change places with the 
young caller, for those years were rich in 
friendships and experiences that took me 
from being a teenager to being an adult. 
Yes, I’ll send my check to the university. 
That is a small payback for four years of 
nourishment, learning and fun.

Margaret Grogg Pifer, A&S ’42
Kalamazoo, Mich.

“Life in a Hitler Labor Camp”
I was fascinated by the article “Life in a 

Hitler Labor Camp” since I am the daugh-
ter of Holocaust survivors. I am always 
interested in getting a different perspec-
tive on that time in history. Most of my 
childhood was spent hearing about my 
father’s life in Auschwitz. 

I have found it nauseating to read that 
some people loved Hitler. I took a trip to 
Auschwitz, as well as other camps, and to 
this day, I can’t understand how anyone 
living near a concentration camp could 
ignore what was happening inside those 
camps.

Helen Klug Elfenbein, Ed ’72, M (Ed) ’96,
Loveland, Ohio

The article on the two UC girls who 
worked in Germany pre-WWII did 
not ring true to me. I was shocked that 
two women would purposefully go to 
Germany to work in such a camp of which 
I had never before read. This is a new 
chapter for me in the pre-WWll story. 
Thank you.

Ray Vegso, D (Bus) ’76,  
and wife, Sally

Marietta, Penn.

Your article on “Life in a Hitler Labor 
Camp” rang a bell for me. I was on the 
cheerleading squad for the 1942 football sea-
son (when cheerleaders were all male) and 
had also joined the Army Enlisted Reserves 
and ROTC. In May 1943, I was called to 
active duty.

We were in northern Germany, on our 
way east toward Kassel through picture-
perfect farmland, when we saw what looked 
like German army barracks off in the dis-
tance. Capt. Nolan said, “Marmer, go check 
them out.”

The last thing infantrymen want to do 
is advance in open fields. There are no gul-
lies to dive in, no trees to duck behind. The 
German troops started firing and fought 
until they ran out of ammunition. Then they 
just left! We had accomplished our mission!

When we arrived, we didn’t find “army 
barracks” but instead a slave labor camp 
using Russian prisoners of war to work the 
fields so German men could go fight. The SS 
guards had been given orders to kill all the 
Russian POWs, but two things went wrong 
for them: We got there too quickly, and they 
ran out of ammunition!

The POWs gave me this note before 
we moved out: “To the lieutenant of the 
American troops: Sir, On the first of May, 
you have made us — we who live like 
slaves since three years in the damned Nazi 
Germany — the greatest joy. All night we 
did not sleep to hear without pause the 
warm words of our native country. (They 
heard the Russians fighting their way west 
as we were fighting our way east. We just got 
there first!) We say many thanks to you, sir, 
and also to the American soldiers who liber-
ated us from the Nazi Germany.”

At a wedding party a year ago — at 
which my brother’s youngest son married 
the daughter of a Russian family who had 
immigrated to Atlanta — I took the mic, 
and after all the toasts were given, I told 
the above story because a great many of the 
guests were also Russian families who had 
also immigrated to Atlanta. 

A few minutes later, a man in his 50s 
came to my table, knelt and told me his 
father had been liberated from a German 
Slave Labor Camp by American troops. I 
almost cried and just wished it was “My 
No-Name Camp.”

Saul Marmer, Bus ’48
Cincinnati
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Armstrong to sign a stamp he had that the 
post office had issued to commemorate 
the moon landing, Professor Armstrong 
declined to do so, saying that if he did, 
that stamp would become very valuable, 
and he didn’t feel it would be appropriate 
for him to sign it. 

I know Greg was very disappointed, 
but I think it demonstrated the integrity 
and humility of Neil Armstrong.

Another moment, one I doubt you 
would want to publish, was a personal 
highlight, odd as it might sound. I recall 
standing next to Professor Armstrong in, 
of all places, the men’s room nearest the 
aerospace department. I didn’t say any-
thing to him, since it was a bit awkward, 
as we stood shoulder to shoulder at the 
urinals. Nonetheless, I never got over my 
moment standing that close to the first 
man to step on the moon!

Mark Barnett, Eng ’79, M (Eng) ’82,  
D (Eng) ’84

Senior executive consultant  
RG Performance Group
West Bloomfield, Mich.

William Hines, Eng ’59, M 
(A&S) ’64, is an aerospace 
engineering alumnus who sent 
us a copy of this letter, which 
he received from his school 
friend John Herrnstein. They 
were both 1953-54 basketball 
and baseball teammates at 
Chillicothe High School. 
Herrnstein went to play 
football and baseball at the 
University of Michigan, 
and Hines came to UC 
and played baseball.

John Herrnstein’s  
letter follows:

My father held dual 
degrees in aeronauti-
cal and mechanical engineer-
ing, and my brother was a metallurgi-
cal engineer, both graduating from the 
University of Michigan, as I also did. They 
both worked for NASA at Langley Field, 
Va., during the ’60s, so I naturally had a 
very keen interest in our budding space 
program. I happened to be a professional 
baseball player with the Philadelphia 
Phillies at that same time.

When the Houston Astrodome offi-
cially opened for National League play in 
April 1965, we were the Astro’s opponent 
in the inaugural game. Before the game, 
the 29 Mercury program astronauts were 
all honorees, preceded by an introduc-

tion of the original 
seven that had been 
chosen. 

Naturally, I was 
transfixed. I remem-
ber being the only 
person in our dugout, 
as the rest of my team 
had not bothered to 
come out of the club-
house.

As I was waiting for 
the ceremonies to begin, 
a wiry-built civilian came 
down into the dugout, 
approached me, sat down 

and we began talking. He explained that 
he was an astronaut in training, part of the 
second wave of newer astronauts, and was 
from a small town in Ohio, just as I also 
was. We exchanged pleasantries for 10 or 
15 minutes before he decided he’d better 
rejoin the activities on the field. 

Upon departing, he shook my hand 
and said, “By the way, my name is Neil 
Armstrong. What is yours?” I remember 
thinking to myself at the time, none of 
these astronauts are very big men, restrict-
ed in stature by capsule space and payload 
limitations, but huge in outright courage.

Read the whole thing
I have just finished reading the April 

2013 issue and thoroughly enjoyed it. I 
always scan the magazine, but this is the 
first time I have actually read the entire 
issue. Good job!

Carla Andrews, Nur ’65
El Macero, Calif.

Every time I look at the front cover of 
the April UC Magazine, I smile and think 
how adorable. It’s such a perfect shot! It 
says so very much about our UC presi-
dent! Thanks!

Mary Davis, administrative secretary
School of Computing Sciences  

and Informatics
UC College of Engineering  

and Applied Science

Armstrong memories strong
In May 1971, I was named News 

Record editor for my senior year. That 
fall, Neil Armstrong [HonDoc ’82] became 
professor of engineering, and I got to 
interview him. He had just walked on the 
moon two years earlier, and he was the 
bomb.

Unfortunately, he was colder than the 
dark side of the moon (though I’m not 
really sure what the dark side of the moon 
is). He only wanted to talk about his pro-
fessorship. He refused to talk about the 
moon, despite a globe of the moon sitting 
right there in his office.

No readers cared about engineering,  
of course. After 45 minutes, he eventu- 
ally gave me enough nuggets to put into 
the lead.

As professional as I wanted to be, how-
ever, I still asked for a picture of him and 
me together.

David Litt, A&S ’72
Retired sales manager, USA Today

East Brunswick, N.J.

I very much enjoyed your article about 
Neil Armstrong. I graduated from the UC 
aerospace engineering and engineering 
mechanics department with three degrees 
(the first one in 1979), so I remember 
Professor Armstrong well. And I have two 
anecdotes for you.

One of the most special moments of 
our senior year, as we neared graduation, 
was when Professor Armstrong came in 
to chat with our class. I honestly don’t 
remember the details of what he shared, 
but what I do remember is that, when 
one member of the graduating class, 
Greg Jarrells [Eng ’79], asked Professor 
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After our road trip ended, I told my 
wife, Barbara, about meeting one of the 
newer astronauts, how impressed I was 
over his humility and modesty and that he 
told me his name was Neil Armstrong. I 
asked her to help me remember his name 
— that I wanted to follow his career and 
any flights he might take! The rest is his-
tory!

Then in April 2010, I decided to write 
him a letter explaining that I totally forgot 
to tell him about both my dad and my 
brother working for NASA at Langley, and 
about my dad’s close friendship with many 
of the test pilots back then. I even vainly 
asked if he remembered anything about 
the event of our chance meeting before 
the game.

I also included several items of “proof,” 
in order to show that I was not misrepre-
senting myself in any way. Knowing his 
rather reclusive nature and understand-
able penchant for privacy, I never really 
expected a reply.

About two months later and much to 
my great surprise, I received a wonder-
ful return letter in the mail. He thanked 
me for my letter and apologized for not 
responding sooner but explained he had 
been quite busy lobbying Congress for a 
larger NASA budget and the continuation 
of our manned space program.

Although now 80, he was still fighting 
for America to lead in space exploration. 
He remembered that the Phillies won the 
game that night but not much else about 
the evening, aside from how impressed he 
was with the Astrodome. 

He also named some of the test pilots 
my dad probably knew and said who he  
had worked with at Langley, as well. In- 
deed, one was a very close personal friend 
of our family who was in our home on 
many occasions before we moved to Ohio.

Aside from being profoundly honored 
that he took the time to write me, it was 

brother who came back to play one more 
year of football because Louis was not able 
to play as a starter. Their father, Alfred 
[HonDoc ’56], also played football for UC, 
but he tore his 
ACL in a slip on 
an icy sidewalk. 
That injury 
probably would 
not be career 
ending today.

I think 
Jimmy put a 
lot of pressure 
on himself to 
succeed to the 
highest effort he 
could make to 
support the uni-
versity in foot-
ball. I suspect 
he knew he had 
a significant injury but played through 
the pain due to the nature of the game in 
1923.

The Miami game was considered the 
ultimate game for UC and Miami every 
year. There were no bowl games as we 
know it today, and professional football 
did not exist yet.

I think anyone who followed football 
within 100 miles of Cincinnati would have 
considered this game as important as we 
think of the NCAA national champion-
ships or the Super Bowl today. The rivalry 
was extremely intense.

UC had lost to Miami in the 1921 and 
1922 games. This 1923 game would have 
been important to Jimmy and everyone 
at UC. The university’s record for this 
match-up with Miami for the previous 10 
seasons was 1 win, 8 losses and 1 tie.

Mark Fields, Eng ’80
Franklin, Ohio

 
Editor’s note: In a UC Libraries’ exhibit 
about campus fraternities and sororities, 
the first Homecoming is dated June 1924. 
In later years, the event moved to the fall. If 
Mark has a date a year earlier, he may be 
on to something. Nationally, Baylor was the 
first university to celebrate Homecoming in 
1909 with a parade, class reunions and a 
football game, considered traditional ele-
ments today.

Barry Bishop online
Nice article about Barry Bishop [A&S 

’54, HonDoc ’94, an alumnus who was on 
the first American team to scale Mount 
Everest]. Not sure if you know it, but I 
just happen to be one of the world’s lead-

Letters to the editor policy
Letters to the editor must relate to 

the university, be signed and include 
addresses, colleges and years of grad-
uation, when applicable. The editor 
reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, clarity or factual accuracy and 
to reject letters of unsuitable content. 
Letters may not criticize other let-
ter writers or insult the character of 
anyone else. Opinions expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the 
University of Cincinnati.

also quite obvious to me that he had even 
researched me to some extent. He made 
mention of the fact that my family had 
an interesting history in University of 
Michigan athletics, which could only have 
come from the Internet. 

He was obviously thorough and 
meticulously prepared in everything he 
did, even in responding to a letter over a 
chance meeting 45 years previous. Little 
wonder he was such an accomplished 
pilot, astronaut and explorer.

Our meeting is my most cherished 
moment from professional baseball. It was 
not my first hit or my first homerun or 
any statistic about baseball. It was, howev-
er, getting to meet and having that isolated 
conversation with Neil Armstrong, before 
he ever made it into space or walked on 
the moon. 

Looking at both the past and the 
future, I don’t regard Christopher 
Columbus as having anything on Neil 
Armstrong. Few, if any, have made a 
greater contribution to our country, or to 
the world community, than he did. What a 
remarkable legacy he leaves us.

John Herrnstein

More on Jimmy Nippert
I enjoyed the story [“Naming Nippert,” 

April 2013] on Jimmy Nippert [att. ’23]. 
There are a few things I think you may 
want to clarify:

• In 1923, the 11 men played both 
offense and defense. While we think of 
the center as an offensive position today, 
Jimmy probably played the entire game.

• The 1923 game was Homecoming 
for UC. That was a new annual event. To 
date, I have only found two other previous 
Homecomings (football), those being in 
the years 1919 and 1921.

• Coincidentally, in the same 1923 
season on Oct. 6 at Carson Field, the 
University of Kentucky center Price 
McLean was injured (fractured skull) and 
died the next day.

• The “star” of the game was UC’s 
Bob Hynes [Eng ’25], who scored three 
touchdowns — a huge feat then and today. 
Therefore Jimmy was most definitely a 
very obscure football warrior and con-
tributor for the team, as are most lineman. 
Unsung heroes, if you ask me.

• Jimmy actually quit football. His 
brother Louis was to be the center for the 
1923 team. But things did not go well, and 
the team pleaded for Jimmy to return one 
more year. I could only imagine the grief 
that Louis Nippert [A&S ’26, HonDoc ’71] 
carried with him in losing his older 

James Gamble Nippert 
from the UC yearbook 
of 1924, the year he 
would have graduated
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ing authorities on the glaciation of Mt. 
Everest. I have undertaken research on 
both the northern and southern sides 
of Everest, as well as many of the other 
8,000-meter peaks including K2 and 
Nanga Parbat. The Himalaya and Tibet 
cover an area about a third of the size of 
the U.S., so there is plenty to work on. 
Nevertheless, it is a small world.

Lewis Owen
Geology professor 

Department of Geology head
Mason, Ohio

Editor’s note: We were unaware of profes-
sor Owen’s research, so we called and talked 
to him briefly. Having undertaken research 
on glaciation in the Himalaya and Tibet for 
the last 25 years, he explained, “I am inter-
ested in reconstructing the extent of gla-
ciers in the past and how they are likely to 
respond to climate change, i.e., retreat and 
disappear in the coming years.” His doctoral 
work on the Karakoram Mountains in 
Northern Pakistan led him to this research. 

Bob Deddens found
As I was reading the April 2013 

issue, there was a letter from Craig 
Fitzpatrick, DAAP ’70, regarding his RA 
Bob Deddens. I tried to contact Craig via 
Internet search but was unsuccessful. I 
have the data he’s looking for so maybe 
you could connect it to him.

Bob Deddens [Eng ’63, JD ’67] lives 
in Dayton, Ohio (actually the city of 
Oakwood, which has a Dayton mailing 
address). He recently retired as a judge 
and has a private law practice there.

I used to coach Bob’s twins in fifth- 
and sixth-grade basketball, and my nieces 
and nephews attended school with some 
of his eight kids.

Bill Kugel Bus ’78
Dayton, Ohio

Prodigy Henry Meyer recalled
I am a former violin student of vio-

linist Elizabeth Mason [att. CCM] who 
studied with Henry Meyer at UC in the 
1950s. Recently, she shared her admiration 
for him, and I read his obituary in your 
[online] magazine.

I was struck by the formulation that he 
played in a “prisoners’ orchestra” in one of 
the concentration camps. Such orchestras 
were not exercises in fine arts. My under-
standing is that they were forced to play 
as fellow inmates were marched to the gas 
chambers. I believe that Mr. Meyer was 
forced to play a percussion instrument as 

UC Visit www.magazine.uc.edu/extra to read 
the original letters or the stories to which 

these writers refer.

his brother was sent to die.
I’m an English teacher whose students 

always read about the Holocaust, and it 
consistently strikes me how they have to 
learn from scratch about that event and 
time in history. The ghoulishness of the 
concentration camp orchestra, forced 
to “accompany” work details and death 
marches, never fails to sicken me.

Elizabeth was a wonderful violin  
teacher when I later studied with her.  
She is no longer well. On one of my visits 
to her, she talked about Mr. Meyer with 
great reverence.

Joan Levitt
via email

Editor’s note: We did a story on Henry 
Meyer once, and he said they played as 
prisoners went to and from work, and also 
for SS events at any time and place. He 
mentioned nothing about playing as men 
went to the gas chambers. It may well have 
happened, but we knew nothing about it.

Ludlow vs. Logan Hall
A class of 1960 College of Nursing 

fellow graduate called to my attention 
an article in the April magazine. Details 
of life in the dorm on Ludlow Avenue 
brought smiles to our faces. 

Those first residents were not the 
first students at UC to live a distance 
from campus. This letter is a request to 
give equal time to those of us who lived 
in Logan Hall and the Annex while we 
matriculated at UC. I noticed in the article 
that mention was made about dinner at 
Logan Hall for the Ludlow residents, and I 
believe that is a typo.

From the time we entered the College 
of Nursing in 1956 until graduation in 
1960, we were required to reside at 3259 
Elland Ave., located across Erkenbrecker 
Avenue from Children’s Hospital. No bus 
was furnished for us to travel to the main 
UC campus for our classes located there. 
Walking to the main campus (few had a 
car) was true to the mail slogan, “Neither 
rain, snow or sleet”; we were there in all 
kinds of weather.

How many have walked from what is 
now University Hospital up the hill past 
Procter Hall and on to McMicken at least 
three times a week? These trips to campus 
were in addition to spending a lot of hours 
at Cincinnati General Hospital caring for 
patients on a 24-bed ward. Many times, 
we had to work split shifts in order to pro-
vide coverage for staffing the hospital.

All our meals were served in the dining 

room at Logan Hall, and we were not per-
mitted to wear slacks to the dining room. 
We were well supervised with “matrons” 
and had to sign in and out and get special 
permission from a faculty member to 
stay out later than the curfew or to take 
an overnight to go home. The dean of the 
college lived on the second floor of Logan 
Hall in her suite. We, too, had one tele-
phone per floor and shared bathrooms.

Evidently most of us did not realize 
we were being deprived of anything dur-
ing those four years. I believe that most 
of my classmates would say that we are 
fortunate to have had the experience of 
living together for four calendar, not aca-
demic, years and formed a bond that lasts 
yet today, 50-plus years later. We keep in 
touch via an annual newsletter and have a 
gathering every two years. I am thankful 
for the education I received at the College 
of Nursing. It has served me well.

How about doing an article on Logan 
Hall and the Annex?

Sue Driver Lantzer, Nur ’60
Madison, S.D.

Editor’s note: UC Magazine never set out 
to do a story on Ludlow Hall. Readers kept 
sending me more and more information, 
until one day we sat down and combed 
through it all and started cross-referencing 
articles in the student newspaper. You’re 
the first person to mention living in Logan 
Hall. If other readers send us their stories, 
too, maybe this will develop into a full story 
after a few issues.

The former dorm on Ludlow Avenue today
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world-class faculty and students. We will 
push forward with new research into 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s, as well as the 
areas of business, law, religion, engineer-
ing and so many fields connected to so 
many lives.

 We have many folks to thank for all  
of this, including campaign co-chairs Otto 
Budig and Buck Niehoff; Steve Wilson, 
chairman and interim president of the 
University of Cincinnati Foundation at  
the time; and all the staff and volun-
teers who worked to make “Proudly 
Cincinnati” a success. 

But without the “you” in UC, reading 
this now, the university and its work liter-
ally couldn’t exist, much less be on the 
amazing trajectory of these last few years. 

 I’m as “proudly Cincinnati” as anyone. 
So after all the stats and numbers, finally 
and simply, I say, “Thank you.”

Santa J. Ono, President
University of Cincinnati

We did it. We set a highly ambi-
tious goal of raising $1 billion 
in philanthropic support, and 

we surpassed that mark a full five months 
before the campaign’s official endpoint of 
June 30, 2013.

 This is a monumental achievement 
and not just because of one giant number. 
The real key to this milestone is not that 
we raised it, but how we did so — and the 
incredible impact it will have on our cam-
pus and out in the world.

 I certainly don’t want to downplay that 
 dollar figure because it puts us in some 
very select company. Fewer than 2 percent 
of all colleges and universities in the  
country have ever raised so much, and 
you can probably name several of them 
without trying: Stanford, UCLA, Berkeley, 
Michigan and Penn State. But here are  
some numbers that strike me as even 
more important.

 First, 100,000 unique donors made 
this possible. Think about that. Even 
for a place with as much history as the 
University of Cincinnati, that’s a stag-
gering figure. To put it in perspective, 
imagine the entire population of cities like 

Boulder, Green Bay or South Bend, Ind., 
reaching into their pockets simultaneously 
to give money to a university campaign.

 Perhaps even more stunning is that 
fully half of those people were first-time 
donors. The range of donors is startling, 
too, whether you look at who or where.

 Roughly 60 percent of donors are 
alumni, meaning not only that our alumni 
believe strongly in the UC mission but 
that 40,000 non-alumni do, too. About 
a third of donations came from outside 
Cincinnati — New York, Atlanta, Chicago, 
Northern California, all over — which 
makes a statement about UC’s growing 
reach. And some $65 million came from 
our own faculty and staff, which says 
something about people’s willingness to 
invest in the future of a place they love.

 The spirit behind this outpouring is 
both thrilling and humbling, especially 
when you think about the concrete chang-
es it will make. Thanks to your genero- 
sity, 530 new scholarships have already 
been created, 23 faculty chairs endowed, 
and beautiful campus facilities planned  
or upgraded.

We will continue to attract and retain 

Campaign:  
‘Ambitious, monumental, staggering’
$1 billion from 100,000 unique donors puts UC in extremely select company
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UC in the News
Updates on University of Cincinnati campuses

Flame retardants linked to hyperactivity, low IQ
behavior tests on the women’s 
children annually until they 
were 5 years old.

They found that maternal 
exposure to PBDEs was asso-
ciated with deficits in child 
cognition at age 5 and hyperac-
tivity at ages 2 to 5. A 10-fold 
increase in maternal PBDEs 
was associated with about a 
four-point deficit in IQs in 
5-year-olds.

Even though most PBDEs 
are not used as a flame retar-
dant in the U.S. anymore, they 
are found on many consumer 
products bought several years 
ago. In addition, the chemicals 
are not easily biodegradable, 
so they remain in human tis-
sues and are transferred to the 
developing fetus. 

M E D I C A L  B R E A K T H R O U G H S 

UC’s top-ranked environmental health department was 
recently awarded $8.7 million from the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) to continue operation of its Center for 

Environmental Genetics. This state-of-the-art research core supports 
scientists conducting studies on how agents in the environment interact 
with genetic and epigenetic factors to influence disease. Led by depart-
ment chairman Shuk-mei Ho, UC’s 20-year-old center is one of only 20 
of its kind funded by the NIH. During the last funding period, center 
members held a collective $350 million in funding for UC and Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center.

births prior to 37 weeks. Louis 
Muglia, professor of pediatrics 
and researcher at Cincinnati 
Children’s, serves as the coordi-
nating principal investigator for 
the new collaborative. 

$2M nursing grants

UC ’s College of Nursing 
has won more than $2 

million in grants from the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA). HRSA 
grants are to improve and 
expand health-care services for 
underserved populations. UC’s 
four awards enhance nursing-
workforce diversity, increase 
nursing faculty, develop interac-
tive inter-professional education 
and train nurse anesthetists 
devoted to serving in under-
served areas. 

Solving the mystery 
of premature birth

UC and Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center 

have joined with the March of 
Dimes Foundation, two other 
major Ohio universities and 
three other hospitals to establish 
a new collaborative research 
program aimed exclusively at 
finding the causes of premature 
birth. The March of Dimes 
intends to invest $10 million in 
the program over five years.

The Ohio collaborative will 
focus initially on evolution of 
human pregnancy, genetics of 
unique human populations, 
the disparity among races in 
having seriously premature 
babies, molecular and develop-
mental biology of pregnancy, 
and the role progesterone 
signaling plays in premature 

Prenatal exposure to chemi-
cal flame retardants used 

in everyday products, such as 
baby strollers, carpeting and 
electronics, is associated with 
hyperactivity and lower intel-
ligence in early childhood, 
according to UC researchers. 
A study presented by Aimin 
Chen, assistant professor of 
environmental health, showed 
that chemicals known as poly-
brominated diphenyl ethers 
(PBDEs) disrupt thyroid hor-
mones and cause hyperactivity 
and learning problems.

Chen and his colleagues col-
lected blood samples from 309 
pregnant women enrolled in a 
study at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center to 
measure PBDE levels. They 
also performed intelligence and 

Assistant professor Aimin Chen’s research shows that chemicals in flame 
retardants have adverse reactions in children.
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Environmental genetics re-funded
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Joseph Steger, HonDoc ’04, 
UC’s 24th president, died 
May 9 in Cincinnati at the 

age of 76. His 19-year term of 
office, 1984-2003, was the second 
longest in UC history. 

As president, he launched the 
world-renowned campus Master 
Plan in 1989 to direct the dra-
matic rebirth of UC’s campus. 
Through his term, indicators of 
academic quality and research 
productivity climbed dramatical-
ly, UC achieved increasing atten-
tion for fiscal responsibility, and 
UC’s undergraduate curriculum 
was revitalized with the adop-
tion of online and digital tools.

Steger published more than 
70 articles and edited a book 
on statistics while conducting 
research and consulting on tech-
nology-transfer management, 
identification of management 
talent and higher education’s 
role in economic development. 
In recognition of his contribu-
tions to science, he was elected 
a Fellow in both the American 
Psychological Association and 
the American Psychological 
Society. 

On campus, the Joseph Steger 
Student Life Center opened in 
2004 to house offices and meet-
ing spaces for student groups 
and organizations. It is one of 
the most unique buildings on 
the MainStreet corridor.

Steger earned his PhD in 
psychophysics and MS in experi-
mental psychology from Kansas 
State University after graduating 
from Gettysburg College with a 
degree in psychology. Gettysburg 
named him a distinguished 
alumnus in 1987.

Remembering President Steger

After retiring as UC president, Steger worked at the College of Business. From his office, he could see the reality 
of his “master plan” dream. “This is a different place now,” he told UC Magazine at the time. “I’ve done everything I 
could to change the nature of the institution in terms of quality.”

O ver the last several months, UC has continued to mount up praise from across the country and around the 
world. Here are just a handful of recent compliments for the campus, students and faculty:
The 2014 issue of U.S. News & World Report’s Best Colleges guide ranked UC 135th among the top tier 

of national universities, up from 139th last year. UC was also listed 3rd among 23 National Universities identified as 
“Up-and-Coming Schools.” 

PolicyMic, a millennial generation news site, ranked UC No. 1 in the nation for return on investment. The ROI 
ranking looked at salaries for graduates, tuition, graduation rates and the amount of debt students accumulate.

The Princeton Review rated UC one of the nation’s best institutions for undergraduate education for the  
seventh straight year.

AlliedHealthWorld.com named UC’s two rec facilities — the Campus Recreation Center on MainStreet and  
the Fitness Center at CARE/Crawley — to its national top 10 list of outstanding university fitness centers.

UC was one of three universities in the nation to be awarded top funding — a $300,000 grant — to ease the 
nationwide shortage of physics and physical-science teachers. The other two were Central Florida and Georgia State.

CCM artist diploma student Thomas Richards, CCM ’12, was one of only six artists named as a winner of the 
2013 Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. The 24-year-old bass-baritone competed with nearly 1,500  
singers for a top spot, which came with a $15,000 cash prize.

Senior design student Scott Lenkowsky’s futuristic tire design placed in the top 100 out of more than 11,000 
international entries as part of the iF Product Design Award competition.

Rankings and accolades
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Putting a smile on a child’s 
face is business as usual 
for the dental hygiene 

students at UC Blue Ash 
College. The students, through 
a community outreach program 
called UC Smiles, have provided 
access to quality dental care 
for kids in underserved areas 
— many of whom have never 
had the opportunity to visit a 
dentist.

Dental hygiene students 
benefit, too, because they have 
a requirement to complete a 
certain number of hours treat-
ing patients in the dental chair.  

The college partners with 
several local school districts, 
including Cincinnati Public 
Schools, Norwood City Schools 
and Fairfield City Schools. UC 
Smiles is supported in part 
through sponsorships by local 
dental-health organizations.

UC Smiles has served 
more than 550 local primary-
schoolchildren over the past 
four years:

2010 – 1 event for 68 students
2011 – 2 events for 136
2012 – 5 events for 260 
2013 – More than 100 chil-

dren participated in UC Smiles 
in the first three months, and 
several more events are planned 
through the end of the year.

The children take a school 
field trip to the college. The 
checkups include a full oral-
health exam and teeth clean-
ing. Each child receives an 
assessment of his or her oral 
health, toothpaste, a toothbrush 
and floss.

The dental hygiene program 
graduates approximately 32 
students a year, making it the 

largest program in the state 
of Ohio and the only such 
program offered in Greater 
Cincinnati. It began in 1967, 
the same year the college first 
opened its doors.

A lesson in brushing is part of 
the UC Smiles program in dental 
hygiene at UC Blue Ash.

550 smiles & counting
 

UC Blue Ash expands

Students at the University of 
Cincinnati Blue Ash College have 
a lot of new space in which 

to study, meet with friends or relax 
between classes. The college opened 
the new Bleecker Street Café and 
Student Commons in Muntz Hall at 
the beginning of the summer semes-
ter. In July, the UC Blue Ash library 
opened in its new home nearby. 

The café and student commons 
cover 7,000 square feet and com-
pleted the first phase of a $4.5 mil-
lion renovation project. The addition 
provides more space for the growing 

student population and expands the 
dining options on campus. 

“This new space is designed with 
our students, faculty and staff in 
mind,” says Blue Ash Dean Cady Short-
Thompson. “We wanted to provide 
new, inviting and comfortable space 
where people can come together to 
meet, study or just take a break from 
a busy day. I believe this addition will 
really help transform our campus.” 

Bleecker Street Café is named 
for an entertainment district in New 
York City’s Greenwich Village. The 
concept is based on a typical city deli, 

featuring pizza, fresh baked pastries 
and bread, signature sandwiches, a 
breakfast menu and a coffee bar that 
includes espresso, smoothies, iced 
coffee and more.  

The final portion of the four-phase 
renovation project is a dean’s suite. 

The entire project will add approx-
imately 22,000 square feet to Muntz 
Hall, space that is needed as UC Blue 
Ash continues to grow. The college 
has more than 6,000 students, up 
from 4,900 just five years ago, making 
it the largest regional college campus 
in Ohio.

ph
ot

o/
Pe

te
 B

en
de

r

ph
ot

o/
Pe

te
 B

en
de

r

 The new Bleecker Street Café at UC Blue Ash opened in May thanks to $230,000 in donations from Steve Boymel, 
Barry Bortz, A&S ’77, and Anne Nethercott, BLUE ’77.
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UChit a new all-time high 
for enrollment this fall, 

welcoming more than 42,600 
students to its campuses. This 
year’s largest-ever freshman 
class includes more than 6,350 
students, a 5-percent jump over 
2012.

So who are all those new 
Bearcats? Interestingly, more 
than 30 percent of the freshman 
class are first-generation college 
students. In terms of their aca-

Co-op in China

UC the world founder of 
cooperative educa-
tion in 1906, signed 

an agreement this summer that 
is taking its mandatory co-op 
model to China.

UC’s cooperative education 
program now has a new home 
base at Chongqing University, 
one of China’s largest, lead-
ing institutions and home to a 
premier engineering college. 
An agreement signed in July 
established a joint co-op insti-
tute between the two universi-
ties and calls for UC to provide 
experience and expertise in 
establishing a mandatory co-op 
program at Chongqing as part 
of two engineering majors while 
also establishing UC’s curricu-
lum and offering UC faculty 
instruction.

Initially, the agreement will 
affect only students enrolling 
at Chongqing; however, it is 
hoped that the partnership will 
also provide future experien-
tial learning opportunities to 
current UC students for study 
abroad and international co-op 
in China. The effort is part of 
UC’s aim to become a leader 
in establishing strategic global 
partnerships in Europe, Latin 
America, the Middle East, Asia 
and sub-Saharan Africa. 

This agreement is the first 
to establish a joint co-op insti-
tute between universities in the 
United States and China. With 
it, Chongqing University, con-
sidered a major educational and 
economic center in southwest 
China, becomes the first in 
the country with a mandatory 
cooperative education model.

demic chops, the 2013 fresh-
man class averages an ACT 
score of 25.1.

UC’s Institutional Research 
also reports that the institution 
is making strides in building 
diversity on campus, with more 
than 17 percent of the fresh-
man class representing students 
of color. Across campus, out-
of-state students now num-
ber about 20 percent of UC’s 
population, and international 

students total more than 2,700 
graduate and undergraduate 
students, which is roughly 6 
percent of UC’s total student 
makeup.

To accommodate the grow-
ing demand for housing, UC 
leased a couple of hundred 
beds at nearby University Park 
and Campus Park apartments 
to bring its total on-campus 
(and near-campus) capacity to 
4,900 beds.

Growing up Gladys
UC anthropology student Grace Meloy had a rare but special opportunity this summer as an animal care intern at the 
Cincinnati Zoo. Grace joined a team led by Ron Evans in hand-rearing Gladys, an orphaned gorilla that came to the 
zoo following her birth in January when her mother rejected her. The challenge was to help Gladys crawl, walk and 
act like a gorilla, which at times required Grace to slip into a hairy disguise when interacting with the primate. All 
the work paid off in June when M’Linzi, Gladys’ surrogate mother, immediately took to the baby ape and began what 
appears to be a lifelong bond.

Bearcats break record
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You’ve probably never 
seen a “before and 
after” like this one.

Take one glance at the reno-
vated Morgens Hall, and it’s as 
clear as the 2,000-panel glass 
exterior that the northernmost 

sibling of UC’s original “Three 
Sisters” has undergone an ulti-
mate makeover and emerged as 
the queen of all campus housing.

Morgens’ only remaining 
sister, Scioto Hall, stands to the 
south nearly unchanged since her 
founding in 1964. A monument 

•  142 furnished apartments with 454 beds are on levels 100 to 1200. 
•  There is no 13th floor.
•  Level 1400 is a penthouse with two apartments, one each for the resident coordina-

tor and assistant resident coordinator. 
•  Four apartment styles are available: two-person small studio; two-person standard 

studio; three-person, two-bedroom apartment; and eight-person, five-bedroom 
apartment.

•  Glass panels have adjustable privacy screens that are 98 percent opaque and thermal 
weaved for energy conservation.

•  Each apartment features first-of-its-kind furniture developed by UC Housing and 
Food Services staff with an industry partner — a patented-design desk-dresser 
combo that allows it to expand and contract, saving floor space.

‘New’ Morgens Hall: Revealing yet refined
to modernism of the era, Scioto 
closed in 2008, but discussion 
is under way regarding her 
future. The remaining triplet, 
Sawyer Hall, was razed in 2006, 
leaving a concrete foundation 
as the only discernible vestige 
of her existence. 

Morgen’s $35 million reno-
vation goes much deeper than 

what meets the eye. The glass-
curtain exterior features a 
high-tech design that gives the 
apartment-style residence hall 
greater insulation than the orig-
inal exterior. Underneath all 
that glass, many unique features 
make Morgens the latest exam-
ple of innovative, eco-friendly 
architecture that has been a UC 
hallmark since the inception 
of the university’s Sustainable 
Design Policy in 2001.
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Facts about Morgens



raising $1 billion was compounded by one of the 
worst economic climates our country has seen. 
Plus, university changes were rampant: major 
athletic conference shifts, three presidents, an 
academic-calendar conversion from quarters to 
semesters and major facility renovations.

Through it all, the campaign maintained 
enough energy to raise $1,090,626,798 and 
enlarge UC’s support base until it exceeded 
100,000 donors. “This great university has 
become a place that sets big goals, then exceeds 
expectations,” says campaign co-chair Buck 
Niehoff, JD ’72. “That is how we do things. The 
community should be very proud that we are a 
place that dreams big and achieves even more.”

Interestingly enough, the 100,000 donors may 
be the most pivotal number for the university’s 
future. “I was absolutely ecstatic about reaching 
100,000 donors,” said President Santa Ono. “Of 
course, we are thrilled to grow our donor base in 
terms of philanthropic dollars raised, but to me, 
having that many individuals, corporations, foun-
dations and others pledge their support makes a 
strong statement about the incredible impact the 
University of Cincinnati has throughout so many 
segments of our community.” 

The significance of that number partly lies in 
what it says about UC’s evolving alumni base. 
Historically, UC has always been able to build 
pride within the city with which it shares a name. 
Opportunities for alumni engagement outside of 
Cincinnati, however, had been sparse. 

Campaign volunteers were determined to 
change that. Eleven different regions of the coun-

What is the money 
being used for?
• $177.8 million to solidify UC’s 

research enterprises.

• $162 million to strengthen the 
Academic Health Center and UC 
Health programs.

• 23 chairs were endowed in diverse 
areas, including entrepreneurship, 
design, tort law and Alzheimer’s 
research.

• New and upgraded facilities, 
such as the Engineering Alumni 
Learning Center (see page 20) and 
the Sheakley Athletics Center, 
went from ambitious visions to 
reality. 

by Phil Kanet, A&S ’98,  
     M (A&S) ’00  
UC Foundation director  
of communications
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‘Proudly Cincinnati’ in national spotlight
BOLD? How about a goal of $1 billion?
STRONG? Surpassing that goal a full five months ahead of schedule. 
AMBITIOUS? Totaling 100,000 donors by the campaign’s end.

Fundraising campaign exceeds $1 billion, 100,000 donors

Those three words were the hallmark of the 
“Proudly Cincinnati” campaign since its 
inception. But a new adjective became appro-

priate as the campaign closed on June 30: 
Prestigious — because the final numbers placed 
UC in the top 2 percent of U.S. universities and 
colleges to have successfully completed a fund-
raising campaign in excess of $1 billion.*

Over the last eight years, the entire UC com-
munity came together to make history and help 
UC take its place among the nation’s premier 
institutions of higher education. Traditionally, 
top fundraising honors have been reserved for 
the likes of Stanford, Harvard and Yale, but when 
it comes to raising $1 billion, only 68 universities 
out of more than 4,100 have done so. And for 
UC, it was a tremendous leap from UC’s prior 
campaign high of not quite $329 million.

In July 2005, a feasibility study indicated that 
the “Proudly Cincinnati” campaign was capable 
of raising approximately $750 million. The cam-
paign planning committee decided to stretch the 
goal to $800 million. By the time the university’s 
Board of Trustees and the UC Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees invested more than $84 mil-
lion into the campaign’s nucleus fund, momen-
tum had carried the goal to $1 billion, as was 
announced at the public kickoff in October 2008.

A daunting task in and of itself, the heft of 



try were identified as key areas for alumni, and 
regional campaign chairs were appointed in each. 
In turn, the chairs recruited teams of volunteers 
who began identifying UC’s extensive impact 
in their cities, such as New York, Dallas and 
Cleveland/Akron. 

Ultimately, regional volunteers played a 
huge part in taking UC beyond $1 billion. In 
Washington, D.C., for instance, the regional 
campaign reached its initial $8 million goal more 
than two years early. That led D.C.’s campaign 
chairman Todd DeGarmo, DAAP ’82, to raise the 
regional goal, and the area finished the campaign 
with nearly $20.5 million.

In Chicago, regional chair Robert Fealy, Bus 
’73, dedicated personnel to coordinate their 
efforts, resulting in a final campaign tally of more 
than $10 million. Extraordinary volunteers like 
these not only brought in regional gifts totaling 
nearly $260 million but established incredibly 
strong networks to build upon in the future.

“For the past 35 years, I have been part of a lot 
of fundraising campaigns, including for politi-
cal races, cancer research and the Mercantile 
Library,” Niehoff says. “Unlike those much small-
er campaigns, ‘Proudly Cincinnati’ required a 
huge group of volunteers and a large professional 
staff. For the first time, I was part of a large fund-
raising organization.

“It was fun helping to recruit all the people. 
But what was most satisfying was watching 
everyone come together and become totally com-
mitted to achieving our goals.”

To understand how critical the campaign has 

been, remember that at one time private support 
on college campuses provided only a supple-
mental stream of revenue, one often reserved for 
capital needs. In contrast, it is a vital component 
of all university budgets today. 

Consequently, the Foundation has set a prec-
edent for generating private support at a level 
that will help continue to inspire UC’s collective 
success. “Reaching the objective was not the end, 
but the beginning,” says campaign co-chair Otto 
Budig Jr., Bus ’56, HonDoc ’09. “I’m inspired by 
the generosity and passion our donors displayed, 
and I’m proud to serve the university that has 
given so much to me.”

Niehoff explains it with a personal story. 
“Once I was working out at the Rec Center, and a 
student came over to me and said, ‘I’ve seen your 
picture. I want to thank you. Without what you’ve 
done, I wouldn’t be here.’ I almost cried.

“Giving allows you to dream about making the 
world better and to help make changes happen. 
You become part of something bigger than your-
self. It’s a humbling feeling, but very exciting.”

This issue of UC Magazine is dedicated to the 
role philanthropy plays in UC’s success — from 
students who use scholarships to carve out amaz-
ing careers to researchers who use private sup-
port to save lives and create innovations.

Inspiration is the first step toward improving 
the human condition, and we hope that you find 
your own inspiration through the stories of these 
remarkable individuals.

*according to Council for Advancement  
  and Support of Education data
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• Faculty and staff (current and retired) 
gave more than $65 million.

• 53,687 donors made their first gifts  
to UC.

• 16,384 donors gave multiple 
campaign gifts.

• Greater Cincinnati gifts exceeded 
$455.2 million.

• Many gifts came from outside the 
area, including the following regional 
campaigns:

• New York — $21,259,436
• Washington, D.C. — $20,430,788
• Northern California — $13,680,757
• Southern California — $12,326,388
• Florida — $11,259,287
• Dallas — $10,769,061
• Chicago — $10,084,766
• Cleveland/Akron — $9,028,251
• Phoenix — $5,853,406
• Columbus — $5,617,043
• Pittsburgh — $5,497,185
• Dayton — $4,833,204
• Atlanta — $3,329,782
• Houston — $2,740,921
• Indianapolis — $1,824,498

Where did the 
money come from?

The following people and events (above, from the left) helped maintain interest in the campaign: CCM students per-
formed at a kickoff campaign gala in 2008. In February, campaign co-chairs Buck Niehoff and Otto Budig celebrated 
UC reaching its $1 billion goal. For two years in a row, students led a fundraiser in which people climbed all 1,482 
steps in Nippert Stadium’s lower bowl. President Ono took a hot yoga class as part of the campaign partnership 
with Yoga Alive. The Foundation’s interim president at the end of the campaign, Steve Wilson, A&S ‘66, MBA ‘68, 
HonDoc ‘06, offered a toast to launch the campaign’s final leg, “A Billion and Beyond.”

Two days before the campaign ended, 
UC reached President Ono’s ambitious 
goal to reach 100,000 unique donors. 
In celebration, the UC Foundation 
spelled out the number in balloons on 
McMicken Commons.
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Mark Godsey and UC law students have made a national 
reputation in freeing 16 wrongfully convicted people

b y 
D e b o r a h 

R i e s e l m a n

FOR THEINNOCENT
ADVOCATING

The instant Melinda Elkins caught sight of 
a SWAT officer sprinting past her picture 
window with a gun drawn, she stopped 

breathing. Before she had a second to react, a 
deputy sheriff showed up at the front door order-
ing her and her 12-year-old son, Brandon, to 
move onto the porch where they could not see 
what was happening on the other side of the 
house.

Out of sight, her 15-year-old son, Clarence Jr., 
was handcuffed, lying on the ground, surrounded 
by officers pointing guns at him. When his father 
came running from the back door, the officers 
realized they had cuffed the wrong person and 
immediately turned on Clarence Sr. Amid the 
chaos, the younger Clarence heard his mother 
screaming and dashed for the house with one 
handcuff still dangling.

In the yard, officers were arresting Elkins Sr. 
for brutally raping and murdering his 58-year-
old blind mother-in-law, Judith Johnson, and 
raping his 6-year-old niece, Brooke. On the 
porch, a deputy was explaining to Melinda how 
she had just lost her mother, had nearly lost her 

niece and was about to lose her husband.
That was June 1998. For seven and a half 

years, Clarence Elkins sat behind bars, serving 
a life sentence for a crime that both he and his 
wife steadfastly maintained that he had not  
committed.

He would still be there today if UC College 
of Law professor Mark Godsey had not got-
ten involved. In 2004, Godsey brought in law 
students to learn techniques for proving Elkins’ 
innocence and saving his life. 

In 2005, Godsey had DNA testing done. As 
director of the Ohio Innocence Project, which 
operates out of UC’s Rosenthal Institute for 
Justice, he firmly believed that the results exclud-
ed Elkins from the crime.

Getting prosecutors and judges to agree, how-
ever, was going to be particularly difficult, the 
students soon discovered.

Resistant to admitting mistakes
The criminal justice system is normally good 

at administering the law — locking up a mur-
derer so he doesn’t endanger anyone else, for 

Antonio Zuñiga was serving 
a 20-year sentence in Mexico 

for murdering a man he never 
met, largely because his pub-

lic defender had been prac-
ticing with a forged license. 

Three years later, he was 
exonerated. In three more 
years, he was the guest of 

honor at the first Innocence 
Project International 

Conference, hosted by the UC 
College of Law at Cincinnati’s 

Freedom Center.
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“THE 
TRUTH IS 
HUMANS 

ARE ERROR 
PRONE,  

BUT DNA 
ISN’T. 

WE MAKE 
MISTAKES, 

BUT 
SCIENCE 

DOESN’T.” 
— Matt Katz, JD ’11, 

former OIP fellow

instance. Boosting society’s confidence in law and 
order is a good thing.

Those in the field point out that the work is 
harder than it looks on TV. Police put themselves 
in dangerous situations. Prosecutors work long 
hours to win cases. And judges hand down ver-
dicts, confident that they have considered all the 
evidence.

But sometimes the system can be so focused 
on an end result that justice falls short of being 
just, and “wrongful convictions” are the outcome, 
say Barry Scheck and Peter Neufeld, who founded 
the Innocence Project in 1992 to free such people 
pro bono.

Unfortunately, they say, overturning a convic-
tion requires a new trial, and no prosecutors or 
judges want to be second-guessed or have work 
reversed. Certainly no one wants to claim respon-
sibility for careless mistakes. A new trial could 
reveal all of that.

“People can convince themselves that they are 
doing the right thing to the extent that they can 
no longer see the evidence neutrally,” Godsey 
explains. “The criminal justice system is resistant 
to admitting mistakes. 

“Some prosecutors and judges kick, scratch 
and claw to keep an innocent person in prison. 
We’re capable of doing horrible things and being 
in denial about it. That’s what human beings are 
capable of. It’s a knee-jerk reaction.

“But prosecutors who unreasonably oppose 
post-conviction innocence claims,” Godsey con-
tinues, “are not doing so because they are cor-
rupt or are attempting to keep innocent people 
in prison. Rather, I believe that they suffer from 
tunnel vision.”

He should know. At one time, he had the same 
condition.

For years, he made a reputation prosecuting 
federal crimes, including cases such as political 
corruption, hijacking and organized crime in 
New York. He also supervised FBI investigations, 
argued federal appeals and received a Director’s 
Award for Superior Performance from then U.S. 
Attorney General Janet Reno.

Innocence Project finds Godsey
Godsey gave it all up to move back to his 

hometown in Cincinnati for a criminal law pro-
fessorship. Because he knew such positions only 
become available every 10 years or so, he grabbed 
the area’s first opening at Northern Kentucky 
University’s Salmon Chase College of Law.

What he did not expect to grab was the 

Kentucky Innocence Project. “The professor 
who had supervised it was taking a sabbatical,” 
Godsey recalls, “and I think they asked me to 
take it over because of my investigative back-
ground from being a prosecutor.”

He said “yes,” but still clung to a serious 
skepticism, reinforced the day students excitedly 
returned from meeting a prisoner, whom they 
claimed to know was innocent by the look in his 
eyes. “The look in his eyes?” he questions. “I was 
cynical, and I still am, about being able to tell 
innocence by looking in someone’s eyes.”

It did turn out he was innocent, and as time 
went on, Godsey admits, “I had my eyes opened 
to the reality of wrongful convictions of innocent 
people.”

In 2003, the UC College of Law needed a 
criminal law professor, and he packed his books. 
He also grew excited when he met people who 
had been working with the dean trying to create 
the Ohio Innocence Project (OIP).

Cincinnati City Councilman John Cranley 
and Godsey ended up co-founding the OIP with 
others that year. Soon Lois Rosenthal, Bus ’60, 
HonDoc ’08, and her husband, Richard, HonDoc 
’08, began giving gifts that would total more than 
$2 million to endow the Rosenthal Justice Center 
and support the OIP.

Most states have an Innocence Project, usu-
ally located at a major law school, which is how 
the organization started. Ohio’s only Innocence 

Mark Godsey (left), OIP director, poses in front of the 
Ohio Statehouse in 2011 right before the state legisla-
ture passed a law promoted by the OIP to expand DNA 
use in criminal forensics. With Godsey are Clarence 
Elkins (center) and Robert McClendon, both freed by 
the OIP with DNA testing, after serving a combined 
24.5 years in prison for murders in which both were 
innocent.
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Project is at UC, where the staff normally com-
prises director Godsey, two full-time staff attor-
neys, one part-time attorney, one administrative 
director and 16 to 20 students (called fellows), 
who work full time in the summer and part 
time during the school year, primarily conduct-
ing research to identify Ohio inmates who are 
innocent.

“I worked on 40 or so cases, looking for evi-
dence,” says Matt Katz, JD ’11, who chose UC 
because of the Ohio Innocence Project. “We also 
tried to keep up inmates’ spirits with phone calls 
and visits.”

He remembers a 2010 visit with inmate 
Raymond Towler at the Grafton Correctional 
Institution two months before Towler was exon-
erated. “His court date was that close, and I still 
wasn’t sure if we had the evidence we needed. 

“He remained upbeat, but was getting frus-
trated because he had been down the road sev-
eral times over nearly 30 years in prison. It was 
hard for me to leave him that day not knowing 
what would happen.”

Katz is now a public defender in Indianapolis. 
“The one thing from OIP that I use every day is 
the realization of how precious the investigation 
is. I look under a lot of rocks that I normally 
wouldn’t have looked under, but I know some 
piece of evidence is going to be found in a place 
no one would have expected. That is where we 
found evidence in the Ohio Innocence Project.”

Approximately 50 students apply annually for 
a one-year OIP commitment, but OIP attorneys 

can only oversee 20 at a time, says administra-
tive director Jodi Shorr. The workload is heavy 
in that thousands of inmates have reached out 
for OIP assistance in the last 10 years, she says.

Consequently, the staff is very selective in 
taking cases. All clients go through extensive 
screening to determine if innocence seems likely 
and if enough new evidence would warrant a 
new trial.

A staggering .004 percent
The best “new” evidence, experts say, is DNA 

that was not previously tested. To consider it 
requires a new trial.

Luckily for defendants, DNA analysis is much 
more sensitive than 15 years ago. “Very small 
and degraded DNA samples can be tested suc-
cessfully,” explains Julie Heinig, assistant labora-
tory director of DNA Diagnostics Center, the 
world’s largest DNA-testing provider and one 
that provides free unlimited testing for the OIP.

The easier DNA becomes to test, the easier 
it is to convict guilty criminals, exonerate the 
falsely convicted and highlight sloppiness that 
creates havoc in the field. “Some courts and 
attorneys are very accepting of DNA testing,” 
notes Heinig, one of the top DNA experts in the 
world, Godsey says. “Others don’t want to admit 
that a mistake was made in their courtroom. It’s 
very frustrating at times.”

In all, 6,650 inmates have sought OIP assis-
tance during its 10 years of existence, and the 
staff determined they could potentially prove 
innocence for only 24 cases — a staggering .004 
percent of the total. The rest were turned away. 
Nationally, such percentages are typical.

Of those 24, the OIP helped 16 get released 
from prison. Collectively, those 16 had served 
nearly 250 years incarcerated. Towler had served 
the longest, nearly 30 years — more than half of 
his life.

Although 16 were released on grounds of 
innocence, not all were exonerated, which 
would have meant they were officially declared 
not guilty and had their convictions expunged. 
Those who did not get to grasp that cherished 
prize had to settle for something less, such as a 
pardon, parole or a plea — in which case, their 
sentences were reduced or eliminated, but their 
convictions still stood.

In most states, a convicted felon cannot vote, 
possess a firearm, obtain certain professional 
licenses, serve on a jury or establish eligibility 
for government assistance, including welfare and 
federally funded housing. Felony records can 
further hinder employment, entering a contract 
to rent housing and the ability to do business 
with some banks. If the conviction carried any 
type of sexual misconduct, the person may have 
to publicly register as a sexual offender.

Because people working in the field are reluc-
tant to upend the judicial system, exonerations 

“Mark Godsey has a brilliant 
legal mind and is an excellent 
writer,” says Jim Petro, former 

Ohio attorney general and 
former chancellor of the Ohio 

Board of Regents.

BECAUSE 
PEOPLE 

WORKING IN 
THE FIELD ARE 

RELUCTANT 
TO UPEND 

THE JUDICIAL 
SYSTEM, 

EXONERATIONS 
ARE 

INCREDIBLY 
DIFFICULT 
TO OBTAIN 
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are incredibly difficult to obtain, Godsey says. In 
some states, they can be impossible to obtain.

Eighteen states, including Indiana and New 
York, for example, have no evidence-preserva-
tion laws, according to the Innocence Project. 
Usually, that means an inmate’s innocence can-
not be proven years after a conviction because 
the evidence has been destroyed, lost or con-
taminated, IP documentation shows.

“There are innocent people in jail right now 
because their evidence has been destroyed,” says 
public defender Katz. “It’s sad, but there’s not 
much we can do for them.”

For those few who do get exonerated, some 
of them can apply to the state for remuneration 
for lost wages. The ones who win have to fit a 
narrow range of criteria and follow a compli-
cated legal process. Of the OIP cases, only three 
have received financial compensation.

First exoneration
In December 2005, Clarence Elkins was OIP’s 

first exoneration based upon DNA testing. 
OIP took the case in January 2004 because 

Elkins had no prior convictions and not one 
piece of physical evidence linked him to the 
barbaric crime. No fingerprints. No blood. No 
particles of fabric. No fragments of nails or hair.

Court documents reveal that the prosecution 
relied solely on conflicting confessions from 
his niece, Brooke, a traumatized child who had 
been badly beaten, raped and left for dead. She 
had mercifully passed out during the act. The 
next morning, the 6-year-old awoke to find her-
self in horrible pain and “covered from head to 
toe with blood,” as her mother would later tell 
NBC news.

Looking for help, she found her grandmother 
dead in a pool of blood. She dialed a friend to 
call for help, but had to leave a message, which 
was preserved as evidence: “I’m sorry to tell 
you this, but my grandma died, and I need 
somebody to get my mom for me. I’m all alone. 
Somebody killed my grandma.”

Desperate, the child wandered the neighbor-
hood in her bloody nightgown until she located 
a neighbor at home. Curiously, this neighbor did 
not let the swollen-faced child into her house. 
Instead, she left her on the porch for about 30 
minutes before driving her home, as Brooke 
explained in a CBS “48 Hours” interview. 

The neighbor also failed to call an ambu-
lance for the obviously injured child or call the 
police when the girl related her grandmother’s 
murder. Equally odd was that after the visit 
with the neighbor, Brooke’s story changed from 
“Somebody killed my grandma” to “Uncle 
Clarence killed my grandma.” Uncle Clarence 
was convicted.

In 2002, Brooke, 10 years old by then, 
recanted her testimony, saying she had never 
been sure that Uncle Clarence was her attacker. 

 1.  Gary Reece (freed 2005, served 25 years)
 2. Clarence Elkins (freed 2005, served 7.5 years)
 3. Chris Bennett (freed 2006, served 4 years)
 4. Bruce Paul (freed 2008, served 14 years)
 5. Robert McClendon (freed 2008, served 18 years)
 6. Joseph Fears (freed 2009, served 25 years)
 7. Nancy Smith (freed 2009, served 15 years)
 8. Willie Knighten Jr. (freed 2009, served 12 years)
 9.  Ray Towler (freed 2010, served 29 years)
 10.  Teddy Moseley (freed 2010, served 10 years)
11.  Walter “Wally” Zimmer (freed 2011, served 12 years)
 12.  David Ayers (freed 2011, served 11 years)
 13.  Roger “Dean” Gillispie (freed 2011, served 20 years)
 14.  Bryant “Rico” Gaines (freed 2012, served 9 years)
 15.  Glenn Tinney (freed 2013, served 20 years)
 16. Douglas Prade (freed 2013, served 15 years)

Elkins’ lawyers tried to get a new trial or hearing, 
but the judge denied both.

By then, Elkins’ wife, Melinda, was on the 
brink of bankruptcy, having lost her job and their 
house, as well as borrowing $100,000 to try to get 
her husband out of jail early. In 2004, she called 
OIP asking for help.

The next year, OIP had more extensive DNA 
testing done on crime scene evidence that the 
coroner had already tested, but had never been 
presented in court, Godsey explains. The results 
showed that skin cells from underneath the 
deceased’s fingernails, as well as two pubic hairs 
found on Judith’s body and in Brooke’s under-
wear, all belonged to one man, but it was not 
Elkins. In March 2005, Godsey argued for a  
new trial.

“Lawyers are told to not get 
personally involved with cli-
ents,” OIP director Mark Godsey 
admits. But something hap-
pened between him and his first 
OIP case in 2003, Roger “Dean” 
Gillispie. Godsey invested thou-
sands of hours of work and more 
than 40 visits to prison to get 
Gillispie released in 2011 after 
20 years in prison. “When you go 
through something like this, it’s 
a spiritual experience of connect-
ing yourself to another when no 
one else listens. It’s a very big 
bonding experience. This has 
been one of the most rewarding 
relationships in my life.”

Wrongfully convicted 
people OIP helped free

“Hands” is the name of 
this drawing done by 
exoneree Timothy Howard, 
whose work was displayed 
in a global art exhibit at 
the Innocence Network 
International Conference, 
hosted by the OIP.
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It was denied, “meaning that Elkins would 
have to spend the rest of his life in prison for a 
crime that I knew he did not commit,” the exas-
perated professor says. “This defeat was hard  
to fathom.

“The job can be agonizing. It’s amazing when 
someone gets released, but for every one of 
those, there are dozens who didn’t. It’s a very 
difficult job when you are going against bull-
headed people who won’t admit that a mistake 
has been made. That’s when it gets depressing.”

In the meantime, Melinda, who had become 
something of a super sleuth over the years, 
began contemplating the neighbor’s fishy 
response to her niece. Further investigation 
revealed that, at the time of the crime, the 
neighbor’s common-law husband had been 
Earl Mann, who was serving time, in the same 
prison as Elkins, for raping three girls in ’02.

Once Melinda informed her husband, Elkins 
knew it was up to him to get a DNA sample 
from Mann. The big moment came when Elkins 
saw Mann, all alone, extinguish a cigarette in a 
clean ashtray and walk away. 

Elkins nervously slipped the butt into a clean 
tissue and hid it inside his heavy 1,900-page 
“Strong’s Bible Concordance.” He waited anoth-
er two weeks to obtain a new Ziploc baggie so 
he could mail the butt to his lawyer uncontami-
nated. All the while, he tried to remain incon-
spicuous because he suspected his action was 
against prison rules.

A few months later, in September ’05, 
Godsey received a phone call confirming the 
saliva on the butt matched the unidentified 
DNA found on both victims.

Fearful of the system
“When I got that call, I was ecstatic,” Godsey 

recollects vividly, “but soon, I grew concerned. 
The previous March, prosecutors had been so 
close-minded and arrogant in their beliefs that 
Elkins was guilty that I sensed they would never 
change their minds no matter what type of evi-
dence we produced.

“The Elkins conviction had been a trophy 
of sorts for them, it seemed, and they appeared 
personally invested in making sure the case 
was not overturned. How Elkins sat there in 
his chair at the hearing and stayed calm while 
the prosecutors repeatedly pointed at him and 
loudly called him a murderer and rapist, I could 
not imagine. I could barely sit still myself.”

When Godsey received the DNA results in 
September, he contacted then Ohio Attorney 
General Jim Petro to discuss his options. Petro 
spent a few weeks examining the case in detail, 
decided Elkins was innocent and expressed 
shock that the prosecution blocked his release.

Petro had no authority to overturn the case, 
but he quickly joined OIP in filing briefs on 
Elkins’ behalf and “supporting his innocence,” 

“The pain and frustration of wrongful conviction and incarceration often manifests itself in 
incredibly meaningful forms of artistic expression,” Godsey says. “The wrongfully convicted 
have important things to say, and it is clear that art is a particularly powerful and effective way 
for them to say it.” Above, the exhibit of exonerees’ art was part of the OIP’s Innocence Project 
International Conference in 2011. Below, law students look over paintings done by OIP exon-
eree Raymond Towler.
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UC Visit www.magazine.
uc.edu/extra for details 

of each court case, Matt Katz’s 
OIP story, surprising statistics, 
reasons for wrongful convictions 
and false confessions, Jim Petro’s 
“Eight Myths that Convict the 
Innocent,” and a PDF of a colorful 
276-page book of inmates’ artis-
tic expressions.

Godsey says. “He used his position as attorney 
general as a bully pulpit to pressure local pros-
ecutors into doing the right thing. And that is 
exactly what happened next.”

Petro held a press conference. He admits 
it was a radical thing for the state’s top law 
enforcement official to do, basically “butting 
heads” with one of the prosecutors he would 
normally be supporting. “I didn’t understand 
the shortsightedness of the county prosecutor,” 
he says, “so I decided to go public.”

Things must have looked clearer then 
because Elkins was released in December 2005. 
In 2007, Mann was indicted. In 2008, Mann 
pled guilty to aggravated murder, attempted 
murder, aggravated burglary and rape, then was 
sentenced to life in prison without parole. 

“I know of no other attorney general in the 
United States who has taken on an entrenched 
local prosecutor to fight for an innocent in-
mate,” Godsey says in quiet awe. 

Petro returns the compliment: “Working with 
Godsey on the Elkins case was a pivotal experi-
ence for me. The absolute innocence of Clarence 
Elkins — a family man with no prior criminal 
record, who was wrongfully convicted and sen-
tenced to life in prison — introduced me to a 
national nightmare.”

Changing the law, then the system
After Petro left office, he worked pro bono 

for the OIP, leading the effort to push a new 
Innocence Protection Act through the legisla-
ture and implementing eyewitness identification 
reforms, a DNA-preservation law, police incen-
tives for the recording of interrogations and 
expansions in the original DNA law.

Those basic categories create avenues to 
reduce the majority of ways a wrongful convic-
tion takes place. “It has been called a ‘national 
model’ and ‘one of the most important pieces 
of criminal justice legislation in Ohio in a cen-
tury,’” Godsey says. “It will prevent an untold 
number of future wrongful convictions that we 
will never hear about because they will be pre-
vented from happening in the first place.”

The OIP is recognized as one of the most 
active and successful Innocence Projects in the 
country, a point not overlooked by Innocence 
Project founder Barry Scheck. “The Ohio 
Innocence Project has become one of the pre-
mier projects in just 10 short years,” he says. 
“The number of people they have freed and 
the legislative reforms they have been able to 
get passed in Ohio have made them a national 
model — actually, an international model — for 
success.”

“We’re at the very beginning of reform-
ing the criminal justice system,” adds Godsey, 
who serves on the national Innocence Network 
board. “It’s a civil-rights movement. In 50 years, 
it will be widely recognized as an international 

human right. True justice is a search for truth, 
requiring constant vigilance, and is ultimately the 
responsibility of every citizen.”

To promote the cause worldwide, Godsey 
often travels abroad to help scholars and attor-
neys set up Innocence Network organizations 
in their own countries, including India, the 
Czech Republic, Poland and Italy. In 2011, the 
OIP hosted the Innocence Network’s first inter-
national conference to consider global human 
rights related to wrongful conviction. Hundreds 
of people attended from four different continents, 
including a group of 100 representing the world’s 
largest gathering of exonerated persons.

Law Dean Louis Bilionis applauds the efforts 
of OIP staff and fellows: “The Ohio Innocence 
Project is transforming the way people think 
about our criminal justice system. Thanks to its 
work, more and more people are recognizing that 
our system is imperfect — that it makes mistakes 
and can produce injustices.

“And thanks to the Ohio Innocence Project’s 
leadership, people are coming together to con-
front the system’s shortcomings and weaknesses, 
admit and rectify its errors, and take lessons to 
avoid them in the future. The Ohio Innocence 
Project quickens consciences, raises conscious-
ness and carries us all closer to justice.”

No one is more grateful to the Ohio Inno-
cence Project than the 16 people who are now 
free. Clarence Elkins sums it up nicely: “When 
I was in prison, seeing how hard the OIP stu-
dents worked on my case inspired me and gave 
me hope, something I had not had for years. 
Whenever they came to visit me in prison, it was 
a blessing.

“I’m not much on words, but I speak from the 
heart. I just want to say thanks to everyone. They 
changed my life.”

Although many people have contributed to 
the Ohio Innocence Project, Godsey is quick to 
point out, “No single family has done more for 
any Innocence Project in the world than Lois 
and Richard Rosenthal have done for us.” “The 
Rosenthals were so incredibly generous,” adds 
former fellow Matt Katz. Because OIP work is 
pro bono, gifts are necessary. In 2011, exoneree 
Clarence Elkins began giving $5,000 a year to the 
Ohio Innocence Project to establish the Clarence 
Elkins Fellows Scholarship, an annual award to the 
OIP team that “has worked the hardest and most 
diligently on its cases” — just as “the OIP fellows 
did on my case years ago,” he says.

Raymond Towler’s artistic expres-
sion also came out in the form 
of music, as part of a band of all 
exonerees, performing at the 
international conference.

Sources for the article: “False 
Justice,” by Jim and Nancy Petro, 
2011; “False Justice and the 
‘True’ Prosecutor: A Memoir, 
Tribute, and Commentary,” by 
Mark Godsey, 2012; “Illustrated 
Truth: Expressions of Wrongful 
Conviction,” special edition of the 
Freedom Center Journal, 2011; 
court transcripts; the National 
Registry of Exonerations; the 
Innocence Network; the Innocence 
Project website; the Ohio 
Innocence Project’s annual report 
(2011), plus 11 interviews.
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Technology-
driven revolution 

in engineering 
education

b y  T o m  R o b i n e t t e

The Alumni Engineering Learning Center 
inverts education’s traditional model  

See a complete list of donors at 
www.magazine.uc.edu/extra

The Alumni Engineering 
Learning Center gives 

undergraduate engineering 
students a sense of place. The 

open study area at the heart of 
the center features comfortable 

lounge chairs, group workstations, 
easily accessed high-definition mon-

itors and walls intended for students 
to write on— a blend of advanced 

technology and creature comforts.
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he elevator doors on the eighth floor of Rhodes Hall open 
to the future of engineering education. Step out and behold 
the aesthetics of an android’s dream: curving walls, open 
ceilings, high-definition monitors and complex formulas 

printed under large sheets of decorative glass. And every bit sparkles 
with the promise of unlimited possibility.

Welcome to the University of Cincinnati’s Alumni Engineering 
Learning Center.

“When we designed this facility, we wanted people to get off the 
elevator and say, ‘Look what UC is doing for undergraduate engineers.’ 
And through the generosity of alumni, I think we’ve succeeded,” says 
James Boerio, head of the Department of Engineering Education 
in the College of Engineering and Applied Science (CEAS). “This is 
probably the single biggest development in undergraduate education 
in the college since Dean Herman Schneider invented co-op in 1906.”

Boerio was a guiding force behind developing the center, which 
opened fall semester 2012. He and former CEAS dean Carlo 
Montemagno spent roughly two years researching how to better 
engage today’s engineering students and train tomorrow’s engineers. 
Using feedback from students and faculty while leaning on the expe-
riences of alumni, the college set out to create a facility that would 
revolutionize its undergraduate education program with innovative 
teaching methods and the latest technology. 

Support from alumni, industry and the university generated  
$7.8 million in funding — a substantial amount of which came from 
private donations to the project. 

The grand plan started with a modest idea: build a sense of place. 
“First-year students can feel lost, especially at a large institution,” 
Boerio says. “We wanted a place where students would feel at home.”

With a beverage bar, stylish lounge and walls intended for  
students to write on them, the center is one of the most inviting 
learning atmospheres on campus. But what really helps the center 
stand out is its technology. 

Robert Fealy, Bus ’73, of technology-service provider AMX, 
donated more than $1 million of advanced software and hardware 
to the center. A prime example: The flagship classroom features 
seven projector-equipped tables and a central-command kiosk that 
allows the instructor to transmit any student project onto the main 
classroom display for group discussion.

Impressive as the gadgetry is, the center is more than the sum of 
its high-tech parts. It’s symbolic of a different philosophy. 

By design, the physical structure of the facility promotes col-
laboration. Student teams move from interactive lectures into reci-
tation classrooms, which are often facilitated by peer-level tutors. 
Afterward, teams can apply the day’s lessons in the spacious open 
study area. If students need help, a nearby corridor is lined with 
engineering faculty offices. 

A revamped curriculum also takes advantage of the college’s new 
10,000-square-foot showpiece. First-year CEAS students are now 
required to take three engineering-specific courses that immediately 
immerse them in the collaborative experiences of the center.

“In this new conception, you take the traditional model and 
invert it,” Boerio says. “We’re not doing the same thing over and 
over again. We’re changing things and improving things.”

In addition to Robert Fealy, the estate of Geraldine Constantine; 
Kenneth Glass, M(Eng) ’63, M(A&S) ’65; S. Jay Stewart, Eng ’61; and 
his wife, Judith, contributed major donations to the center.

T
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Climb, dig, splash,EXPLORE 
Running barefoot through a wooded 

children’s park and wearing a red-
and-white-checked dress, 5-year-old 

Yoo Jeong Lee smiles at a butterfly flitting 
by. “It looks like a monarch butterfly!” her 
friend Nethimi Penasivi exclaims. “In Sri 
Lanka, there are plenty of butterflies.”

 Nearby, Abbott Hoffman-Suder and 

Campus PlayScape lets researchers quietly observe children playing in a vanishing venue

grassy mounds and trees for exploring, 
climbing, digging and splashing — activi-
ties increasingly foreign to youngsters 
today. Beckoning them to participate are a 
water feature resembling a small brook, a 
sand pit serving as a beach, a “sensory” 
garden, a log fort, a tunnel, plus, of course, 
butterflies and worms. Pint-sized guests 

his twin sister, Lily Hope, are wading in a 
shallow stream, gathering rocks to build 
a house “for any creature ... or for any 
worm,” they say quite seriously. “Look, it 
has a worm in it already!” Abbott excited-
ly announces as he pulls up another rock.

 This little-known nook on campus 
offers children 10,000 square feet of rocks, 

b y  D a w n  F u l l e r

Two graduates from the UC Arlitt Center, Evan 
Casteel and her brother Paul, return to cam-
pus to explore the Arlitt’s PlayScape. The gates 
are left unlocked for the public when Arlitt is 
not using the area for scheduled outdoor time, 
special projects or lessons.
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cational studies, say children pull pieces 
of the PlayScape — what the researchers 
call “loose parts” — into their world of 
imagination. “They’re playing house, and 
all of a sudden, a tree stump turns into a 
TV/nature center,” says Elchison. “They’re 
persistent at problem solving when they 
work together, instead of calling the 
teacher to do it for them.”

 “We’re finding development in so 
many areas of growth,” adds Arlitt teacher 
Rachel Konerman, Ed ’01. “While they’re 
on a standard playground, they might 
gain some gross motor skills, but every-
thing on the playground is level. The 
PlayScape has slopes and hills and rocks. 
So, even more than gross motor strength, 
we’re finding that they’re working on their 
coordination skills, because things are 
changing all the time.”

Arlitt’s PlayScape was initially supported 
by the Cincinnati Nature Center with a gift 
from the Harriet Williams Downey Fund 
at Greater Cincinnati Foundation. Grants 
from P&G and Cincinnati-Hamilton 
County Community Action Agency pro-
vided additional support to the partnership. 
Private donations have come in from vari-
ous UC donors, particularly International 
Paper Co. Foundation, Marihelen Millar, 
A&S ’09, and Elizabeth King. 

eagerly share woodland adventures, as 
well as memories of their own cultures 
and neighborhoods.

 Surprisingly, the fenced-in park, called 
PlayScape, is nestled in the center of UC’s 
urban Uptown Campus, adjacent to the 
north end of French Hall within feet of 
college students rushing to classes. For the 
most part, the two groups are oblivious to 
each other.

Birds and squirrels, however, are find-
ing this sanctuary, giving young learners 
all the more reason to delight in nature 
and science, say educators at UC’s Arlitt 
Child and Family Research and Education 
Center, one of the oldest and most diverse 
preschool programs in the country and 
a research center within the College of 
Education, Criminal Justice, and Human 
Services.

 The $401,000 PlayScape is a wheel-
chair-accessible outdoor play and learn-
ing lab developed in partnership with 
the Cincinnati Nature Center to promote 
children’s unstructured play in natural 
settings. Dedicated in August 2012, it 
is believed to be the first architecturally 
designed outdoor play and learning envi-
ronment on a college campus.

 Although children think the PlayScape 
is fun, it isn’t all play. A UC research team 
is analyzing how the play area cultivates 
a passion for learning, a stewardship of 
nature and an interest in STEM areas (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math). 
Supported by a $330,000 grant from the 

National Science Foundation, the study 
involves Arlitt children, as well as Arlitt 
partner Clermont Child Focus.

 Some discoveries have been surprising, 
says Victoria Carr, D (Ed) ’01, associate 
professor of education and Arlitt director. 
“One thing that has emerged is the chil-
dren’s interest in maps.

What is this?
 “There’s a map in the center of the 

PlayScape. At first, children aged 3 and 4 
would point at the map and ask, ‘What is 
this?’ By the end of their visit, they could 
tell us where they were in relation to the 
map and where features were located in 
the PlayScape, based on the map.

 “Another discovery was around the 
adult perception of safety,” she continues. 
“There was some controversy over ‘fenc-
ing in’ nature, but we’ve found that the 
fencing makes our teachers and parents 
more comfortable in letting the children 
engage in free play.”

“They’re also engaging in some 
risk-taking as part of their exploratory 
behavior,” adds researcher Alan Wight, a 
graduate student in educational studies. 
“Parents are comfortable stepping back, 
and we get to see this risk-taking and 
adventure.”

In addition, creativity abounds in 
the nature center. Researchers Melissa 
Elchison, a graduate student in communi-
cation sciences and disorders, and Leslie 
Kochanowski, a graduate student in edu- UC Visit www.magazine.uc.edu/extra for a video, 

photo gallery and entire list of donors.

Twins Lily Hope and Abbott 
Hoffman-Suder build a house “for 
any creature” at the PlayScape. 
Through the trees is one of the 
Jefferson residence halls.

Yoo Jeong Lee waters some of 
the PlayScape’s plants. Beyond 
the gate behind her is Sigma 
Sigma Commons.
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At the University 

of Cincinnati 

Center for Field 

Studies, science 

and nature go 

hand in hand

Surrounded by the stillness of a forest thousands of acres thick, it’s easy to forget 
you’re on the grounds of one of the University of Cincinnati’s most advanced 
teaching and research facilities, the UC Center for Field Studies (UCCFS). The 
renovated farm, roughly 20 miles northwest of UC’s Uptown Campus, blends 

high-level science with deep-woods know-how in what executive director David Lentz 
calls the most inspiring classroom ever.

“What the field station offers is important for research, but the educational oppor-
tunity that springs from that is tremendous,” Lentz says. “At any given time, probably at 

 

b y  T o m  R o b i n e t t e

SUN
The

is out and

CLASS
is in

least a half to two dozen undergraduate and graduate students 
are working out here on invaluable research opportunities.”

Lentz, a professor of biological sciences in the McMicken 
College of Arts and Sciences, isn’t the only one stirred by Mother 
Nature and driven to protect her. The support of donors who 
share the same passion for environmental education helped 
make the center possible. Since UCCFS opened in 2008, private 
donors have provided more than $1 million in funding to the 
center. 

The field research station began as a partnership with the 
Hamilton County Park District on what used to be a Shaker 
farm amid the 4,000-acre Miami Whitewater Forest. For five 
years, countless faculty and students have visited the center to 
conduct the kind of work that just can’t be duplicated on an 
urban campus — research on plant populations; geological, 
geographic and archaeological fieldwork; as well as research of 
environmental processes in a changing landscape, including eco-
logical, atmospheric and hydrological.

In addition to the inimitable gifts of nature at UCCFS, 

At UC’s Center for Field Studies, Eli Williams (above) uses high-tech 
equipment to measure instantaneous photosynthetic rates of invasive 
honeysuckle, and Jake Godfrey (at left) uses an iPad to conduct a veg-
etation survey and record data. The center’s latest technology allows 
Godfrey to enter his findings in the field and upload them wirelessly to a 
server, which colleagues around the country can instantly access.
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researchers also have the latest technology at their disposal — automated weather 
stations, a water-quality sensor, advanced computer systems and a station-wide 
sensor array to record and relay environmental data in real time.

The unique eco-techno combination of experiences lends itself well to the 
STEMM disciplines of science, technology, engineering, math and medicine. In 
fact, the interdisciplinary research taking place among the center’s meadows, 
streams and woods represents a variety of UC colleges and academic disciplines, 
particularly environmental studies, biological sciences, geology, anthropology 
and geography.  

“There’s a whole avenue of research that couldn’t be done without the field 
station,” Lentz says. “It’s absolutely essential. Plus, we have students who have 
never been out in the woods before. This gives them a valuable experience that 
they wouldn’t have otherwise.”

Four donors were specifically thanked at the center’s grand opening — John and 
Georgia Court, Elizabeth Martin and the late Martha Tuttle. The Court family has 
been particularly generous to UC. Donations made through the Courts’ foundation 
established an endowed chair of Ohio Valley archaeology and funded the construc-
tion of the Court Archaeological Research Facility addition at UCCFS, which was 
completed in May.

The women (right) are working inside the historic Shaker farmhouse (below), which was 
converted into an advanced teaching and research facility while maintaining original design 
elements. Inset at bottom, the new multiuse Court Archaeological Research Facility opened 
this spring thanks to donors. 
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Above, Allie Meier (left) traces leaves to determine 
their exact size while Susan Jaconis works on 
labeling, as part of associate professor Theresa 
Culley’s environmental field techniques course. 



Journalist captures history in Turkey         
by Barbara Blum

UC To see a list of supporters and view more 
 photos, visit www.magazine.uc.edu/extra

      
   

GEZI PARK, Turkey — I had only been liv-
ing in Istanbul for little more than two weeks 
when I tasted tear gas for the first time. I spent 
most of the month of June in Gezi Park and the 
surrounding streets, trying to capture telling 
moments within the swirl of events.

It was a month with moments of clarity and 
bewildering contradictions. It is only now that 
I’ve begun to process what I saw and to try to 
make sense of what transpired.

After the first violent police crackdown 
on May 31, the crowds grew larger, messier and 
bolder. Demonstrators who had hoped to pre-
vent the destruction of the roughly 9-acre park 
in the city center were still around, but they 
were now flanked in Taksim Square by individ-
uals hoisting political party signs and demand-
ing the prime minister’s resignation. 

I spent many evenings walking amidst the 
banners, vendor carts and dance circles, study-
ing a scene that fluctuated between a festive 
celebration and a maelstrom of indignation and 
diverging agendas.

For a period of time, Gezi became a world 
unto itself, with an atmosphere distinct from 
the square and surrounding streets. While the 
streets served as a battleground for police and 
protesters, the mood in the park was stable and, 
at times, reflective. I would often wander past 
the makeshift library, weave my way among 
the tents offering free food and stop to watch a 
musician strumming a guitar or a couple quietly 
reading. 

During the month, I stood among the police 
waiting near a 19th century palace for a poten-
tial confrontation and followed young people in 
helmets and goggles as they confronted police 
on main thoroughfares, then retreated, gag-
ging and eyes burning, into Istanbul’s steep side 
streets.

b y  K e i t h  R u t o w s k i ,  A&S ’09

in midst of tear gas, a stampede, Molotov cocktails

Opposite page: Protesters chanted and marched 
together in Gezi Park, Istanbul, Turkey, while a young 
man observed. Common chants were “Stand shoulder-
to-shoulder against fascism” and included calls for the 
Turkish prime minister to resign. At top, protesters 
sought refuge in side streets and doused one another 
with milk or other solutions to ease the burning of 
police tear gas.

Covering the Gezi Park crackdown
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CAUGHT IN THE CLASH

In the midst of a violent conflict between protesters in Istanbul and the 
Turkish government, a local man heaves a Molotov cocktail. Capturing 
the scene in words and photographs is Keith Rutowski, A&S ’09, a gradu-

ate of the UC journalism program who decided to move to Turkey only a 
few weeks earlier. 

His amazing photographs are a result of preparation and serendipity. 
After some contemplation, Rutowski and his bride, Allison Clarridge, A&S 
’11, decided they wanted to live abroad. “We are both passionate about 
travel,” Rutowski says, “and my wife was interested in trying to teach English 
as a second language.” His work as a freelance fact-checker for Smithsonian 
magazine and National Geographic digital media was easily transferable. 
They arrived in Istanbul on May 15, 2013.

On May 31, the unrest in Turkey began after police broke up a protest 
against the demolition of a park — a traditional gathering point, a popular 
tourist destination and one of Istanbul’s few remaining green public spaces. 
More broadly, some were also unhappy with the prime minister’s policies.

Rutowski happened to be at the right place at the right time, but his prep-
aration as a journalism student and News Record staffer made him ready 
to take on the challenge as an eyewitness to a world event. “It’s no easy task. 
And while I’ve always had a deep respect for the great photojournalists who 
shoot resistance movements, uprisings and wars, my wonder and admiration 
for them has grown immeasurably since attempting to shoot this.”

Rutowski’s journalistic persistence and fortitude are partly the responsi-
bility of former News Record columnist Charlie Stix, A&S ’49, whose schol-
arship for journalism students benefitted Rutowski.

Stix is a story himself. Because of his strong support of UC journalism 
since 2005, one might expect him to be a longtime, hard-boiled reporter. 
The small, elegant man, however, was a vice president for U.S. Shoe for more 
than 30 years.

His commitment to the UC program stems from his time as a writer 
and columnist for the student newspaper in 1948 and ’49. “I felt the News 
Record was the most important thing that happened to me at UC,” Stix says. 
“It taught me so many things — how to handle people, how to handle dis-
gruntled professors, how to handle administrative people.”

Stix believes those life lessons learned while on the newspaper were so 
important, he wants students to benefit today. “It was very important for me 
to give back,” says Stix, “and I was fortunate enough to be able to do it.”

Pledges and planned gifts to the McMicken College of Arts and Sciences can 
be designated to a specific program or purpose, such as the journalism depart-
ment. Stix recently started a scholarship program to support students interested 
in investigative journalism.

Continued on page 29
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Covering the Gezi Park crackdown
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I was caught in a stampede in Gezi when police fired canisters 
into a dense crowd. The park was so clogged with people that the 
walkways were obstructed, and people began to push in all direc-
tions as they tried to fight their way out. I thought there was a dis-
tinct possibility that I might suffocate or lose consciousness in the 
gas. In reality, this scene in the park probably lasted five minutes, 
but it felt endless.

These are far and away the most difficult circumstances I’ve 
encountered. I’m spending as much time in the field avoiding tear-
gas canisters, stones, fireworks and Molotov cocktails as I am in 
composing shots. 

In trying to get closer to the action, I have, on a few occasions, 
found myself caught in the middle of the clashes. The confronta-
tions have largely been occurring in open spaces where it’s some-
times difficult to take cover, and even when you do find some, it 
doesn’t always guarantee safety.

The defining moment during the protests came when one man 
chose to stand silent and motionless in Taksim Square for sev-
eral hours and in doing so inspired hundreds of others across the 
country to imitate the act of civil disobedience. Although he and 
the other “standing men” were eventually removed by police, and 
though water cannons and tear gas would later make a brief return, 
it seemed as though this marked a turning point in the tenor of 
demonstrations. It seemed that the people who had been moved to 
the streets to make their voices heard now felt they were saying the 
most by saying nothing at all. 

For now, life in Istanbul has mostly returned to how it was 
before May 31. One reminder of the largest civil uprising in the his-
tory of the Turkish Republic occurs at around 9 p.m. every day — 
when people step out on their balconies with pots, pans, spoons and 
whistles to make certain that the events of the past few weeks are 
not forgotten. 

Continued from page 26
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Clockwise from left: On June 3, a crowd protested the 
government. Three weeks after the demonstrations 
began, a young woman in Gezi Park stood in silent, 
motionless protest as did hundreds of people across 
Turkey, following a Turkish choreographer’s precedent 
of keeping the position for several hours until police 
moved in. A wounded man stumbled through the park 
after a police raid. To crush the movement, police fired 
tear-gas canisters at park protesters. A young man 
flung a Molotov cocktail at police. A boy read graffiti 
covering construction walls near the park.
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W hen Clark Beck enrolled in UC’s mechanical engineering 
program 60 years ago, he knew he was going to catch hell. 
The dean had personally told him so.

Though Beck had stellar academic credentials, including an 
undergraduate mathematics degree from another college, Dean 
Howard Justice understood that earning respect and getting doors 
opened would be difficult for him. In short, racial segregation in 
1951 would not overlook Beck’s African-American heritage.

When the dean reviewed Beck’s transcript, his pronouncement 
was honest, “You can come if you want to, but you’ll catch hell 
from both sides of the desk.”

Beck refused to let the dean’s warning deter him. He had just 
driven straight to UC after an engineering dean at another uni-
versity insulted him. “He told me that my people could not be 
engineers,” Beck clearly recalls more than 60 years later, “and that, 
if I enrolled, I would not graduate.”

When given a choice, Beck decided that one dean’s honesty 
was better than another’s cruelty. Plus, UC had the added incen-
tive of its renowned co-op program, which would help Beck pay 
tuition and fees in future years.

“Just because someone told me I couldn’t be an engineer, 
I decided I would be one,” the UC alumnus declares, “even if 
it killed me. And it almost did. When I graduated from UC, I 
vowed to never set foot on the campus again.”

Dean Justice’s words about “catching hell” had indeed been 
prophetic. 

Beck’s vow, on the other hand, left room for a change of 
heart — as evidenced in the fact that his grandson Emory Beck-
Millerton is currently a junior in UC’s mechanical engineering 
program. His grandfather had so highly recommended UC that it 
was the only program to which Beck-Millerton applied.

Over the years, the man who once left UC in anguish devel-
oped a fresh perspective, one that led him to recommend UC’s 
engineering program to hundreds of minority applicants and to 
even become a university donor.

A slow change of heart
Beck’s forgiveness of UC was gradual, but steady, a remarkable 

feat considering how intense his pain had been. For one, he could 
not afford to live on campus, and no place near campus would 
rent to him. Furthermore, co-op assignments were rare because 
only government installations or companies with large govern-
ment contracts would hire African-American co-ops.

“There were no African-Americans in my classes,” Beck 
recalls. “None in Baldwin Hall with me. I didn’t dare miss a lec-
ture because I had to study all by myself. The rest of my class 
studied together, and they were in fraternities together, but there 
was no socializing with me in general.

“I didn’t realize what a disadvantage I was at. We were seven 
weeks on, seven weeks off (alternating co-op terms) in an acceler-
ated program. In such cases, it’s not good to study by yourself.”

from anguish to admiration

The loneliness was exacerbated by hunger. “I had little money, 
and most meals were from canned goods my mother sent me in 
care packages (from Marion, Ind.). I’d eat half a can in the morn-
ing, set it on the windowsill outside in the winter cold, then eat the 
other half at night. I hated it when the classroom was quiet, and 
everyone could hear my stomach growl.

“I also hated the quiet because sometimes I had to cough so 
bad or sneeze from being so often sick with strep throat.” The  
lack of nutrition and treatment had turned the infection into a 
chronic illness.

“Those were terrible years. I had great hardships. I survived, 
but barely.”

Although Beck initially thought he was the only African-
American in the entire college, he did discover a black colleague, 
Henry Brown, in chemical engineering. The two were the first 
African-Americans to graduate from the college in ’55.

After graduation, Beck began to appreciate that, despite his 
dark memories, UC actually left him well prepared for his profes-
sion. Within a few years, when acquaintances who had an African-
American son asked him for advice on engineering, Beck suddenly 
found himself recommending UC to Sam Ewing, who went on to 
earn an electrical engineering degree in 1961.

In fact, Beck was an important factor in Ewing’s decision. 
Recalls Ewing, “Clark was among those giving me the good advice 
that if I studied hard, showed the instructors that I was serious 
and dedicated about being an engineer, and could make some 
friends, it could be done.”

Through the ensuing years, Beck acknowledges, “I came to 
champion UC, to recommend it highly.” Plus those recommenda-
tions led to greater involvement and leadership with the UC alum-
ni group in Dayton, Ohio, where he had moved after graduation. 
Next, he returned to UC to earn a master’s in aerospace engineer-
ing in 1969.

New kidney brings expanded perspective
Unfortunately, health concerns from his freshman year contin-

ued to plague him. Slowly, his chronic strep infection had spread 
to his kidneys and began destroying them. Dialysis became neces-
sary, then a kidney transplant.

In the early 1970s, growing kidney failure landed him in inten-
sive care, “right on the edge of consciousness,” he remembers. “I 
could hear people talking, and one lady said, ‘He looks like he’s 
dead.’” Beck assumed they were talking about his roommate until 
he realized that intensive care doesn’t have roommates. “They were 
talking about me,” he says somberly.

In 1972, he received a new kidney at Cincinnati General 
Hospital, now UC Medical Center. The procedure had only a 50 
percent chance of the kidney working for at least six months, but 
the transplanted organ has been serving him well for more than 
40 years, making Beck among the longest living survivors in the 
world with a functioning donated kidney (according to the United 

One of UC’s first African-American engineering grads
breaks vow to turn his back on his alma mater

Moving
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Network for Organ Sharing).
Beck is blunt about the effect on him. “I matured,” he says, 

noting that after his transplant, he saw the world differently. “It 
was better, rosier.”

As a student, he clearly experienced the hardships of social 
ostracism and academic isolation. But he had failed to recog-
nize how he had cultivated his own similar unhealthy attitude.

“I realized that the attitude I had when I graduated was  
not helping anybody, least of all myself. I came to realize that  
I could accomplish much more on the UC team and with  
others than I could alone.”

So shortly after his transplant, he and other early UC 
African-American alumni in engineering rallied to form a 
group called the “Pioneers,” providing engineering scholar-
ships for minorities following in their footsteps at UC. Beck, 
now 84 and retired after a successful 33-year engineering 
career, also supports other UC scholarship efforts, mentors 
youth throughout southern Ohio and has served on the UC 
Foundation Board of Trustees. In 2005, UC presented him  
with an honorary doctorate.

Beck particularly values scholarships: “The best thing 
you can do for anyone is give them an education. You ask a 
question, mention a problem, and education is the answer. 
Education will enable people to understand each other  
better, take away misgivings and biases people have against  
one another.”

Decades after Beck had started donating to scholarships, 
his own grandson ended up being a beneficiary of both UC 
and National Science Foundation scholarships for minorities 
in engineering. As a Darwin T. Turner Scholar at UC, Emory 
Beck-Millerton embodies his grandfather’s vision for educa-
tion. “The Turner Scholarship is a diversity award, so all  
ethnicities are represented,” the mechanical-engineering  
junior explains. 

“One of the things that scholarship has provided me is more 
insight. Getting to talk to students who are of a different eth-
nicity than myself clues me in on where they’re from and what 
they’ve been through. It’s like my grandfather says, ‘You walk  
in other people’s shoes, and you know who and what they  
truly are.’”

Beck-Millerton, who plans to pursue a master’s in engi-
neering and a doctorate in physics, values another piece of 
his grandfather’s advice. “He always told me to work in study 
groups and study teams. You can work on a problem by your-
self, and if you’re constantly doing it wrong, you’ll never know 
unless someone tells you and maybe gives you another idea on 
how to solve the problem. 

“And you can do the same thing for someone else. It’s pretty 
much been give and take here.”

His grandfather taught him well.

—  M.B. Reilly, M (Bus) ’07, and Deb Rieselman

Clark Beck, right, was one of two African-Americans who helped break 
the color barrier in engineering. With him is his grandson, Emory, one 
of hundreds of minority students he has mentored.

University of Cincinnati www.magazine.uc.edu October 2013 31

ph
ot

o/
Li

sa
 V

en
tr

e

Clark Beck didn’t only recommend the University of Cincinnati 
to minority applicants who wanted to pursue a career in engineer-
ing. He also helped make it financially possible for them to attend. 
Beck has spent decades contributing to the Minority Engineering 
Program, the Darwin T. Turner Scholarship Fund, as well as the 
Pioneers Scholarship Fund, which he helped establish.
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Jones called the assembly to order and 
Rabbi David Phillipson, HonDoc ’32, 
recited the invocation. Secretary Wilson 
spoke extemporaneously to the delight of 
the standing-room-only crowd. 

Judge Rufus Smith made the official 
presentation of Cunningham Hall on 
behalf of his friend and banker Briggs 
Cunningham, who had funded its con-
struction. Judge John Sayler then rose to 
present the Van Wormer Library building. 
As the judge approached the lectern, one 
of the university trustees, Samuel Trost, 
rose to call for a brief pause.

Trost, a wealthy cigar-box manufac-
turer, had grown up on Seventh Street 
and knew very well the butter-and-egg 
merchant from next door. He saw the 
85-year-old man whom he called “Uncle 
Asa” sitting at the very back of the tent 
and brought him arm-in-arm to a chair at 
the front of the stage.

Perhaps it was his worn suit that dis-
tracted attention. Perhaps it was a rumor 
that he had taken ill and would miss the 
ceremony. Perhaps it was his seat at the 
periphery of the event. Whatever the rea-
son, no one had noticed Asa Van Wormer, 
the donor whose generosity had paid for 
the new library being dedicated that day.

Thunderous applause greeted this dis-
covery, and the cheering crowd demanded 
Van Wormer speak. Led to the lectern, 
he waved his arm up and down and 

A huge tent occupied the lawn between 
Cunningham Hall and the Van Wormer 
Library, sporting flags of the United States 
and Cincinnati, as well as red and black 
banners. The tent was empty when the 
old man arrived and would only fill when 
a procession, boasting all the pomp and 
regalia the young university could muster, 
wound its way down Clifton Avenue and 
up the hill onto the campus. 

The elderly gentleman climbed the steps 
up to the stage and sat down to catch his 
breath, several rows back from the lectern. 
A young man, charged with guarding the 
stage seating, approached and directed the 
solitary guest off the stage back to the last 
row, at the very edge of the tent. Although 
the day was pleasant, there was a good 
breeze, and the tent flaps banged gently 
against the old man as he sat there — now 
in shade, now in sun, now in shade … .

As the dedication parade arrived, the 
frail man in the back rose a little from his 
chair to behold the academics in all their 
be-robed opulence, the fresh-faced co-eds 
in their spring finery and the husky young 
men still chanting their class yells while 
Herman Bellstedt’s orchestra performed a 
coronation march.

The ceremony began a little late. It was 
3 p.m. before UC board chairman Frank 

Aging farmer worth a surprising fortune 
almost kicked out of ceremony to honor him

Modest  man of honor nearly overlooked

The 1901 portrait (above) of Van Wormer at age 
84 was painted in color by Charles Webber.

The old man arrived at the University 
of Cincinnati early in the afternoon 
of Saturday, June 20, 1903. The 

campus was crowded with newly minted 
graduates, still clad in mortarboards and 
gowns from the morning commencement 
festivities and mingling with underclass 
students, while local dignitaries prepared 
for a big afternoon dedication ceremony 
that would feature speeches from Secretary 
of Agriculture James Wilson and first assis-
tant Secretary of State Frank Loomis.

The university would soon officially 
dedicate four new facilities — Cunning–
ham Hall (the wing attached to the south-
ern end of McMicken Hall), Van Wormer 
Library, the Technical and Engineering 
Hall and the Athletic Field. For Cincinnati, 
it was an “A-list” event. The morning’s 
Enquirer was breathless:



announced, “That’s all I can do.”
He returned to his seat, but told the 

man next to him, “This is the best time I 
have ever had.”

It is fitting that Cunningham Hall 
was dedicated on the same day as Van 
Wormer’s magnificent library, for the two 
men inspired each other to make their 
gifts. In the late 1890s, soon after UC 
had moved up the hill from the Charles 
McMicken estate on lower Clifton Avenue 
to its present campus, a delegation traveled 
out to Asa Van Wormer’s place on Winton 
Road. The new McMicken Hall had a 
north wing, the gift of Henry Hanna, who 
built a fortune in coal and real estate, and 
the directors sought a donor for the pro-
posed south wing.

Cunningham, a banker, suggested that 
Asa Van Wormer was their man. Van 
Wormer had retired in 1885 to a small 
farm, but remained an active investor in 
stocks and real estate. He had assembled 
his fortune as a successful merchant sell-
ing butter, milk and eggs to markets in 
New Orleans. It was estimated his estate 
would be worth about $500,000.

The trustees made their pitch, and Van 
Wormer agreed to add a codicil to his will, 
providing for a south wing. Cunningham 
asked if Van Wormer wouldn’t donate the 
money right then, instead of waiting for 
his inevitable demise.

“I don’t wish to deprive you of that 
pleasure,” Van Wormer said. “You should 
build that building, Mr. Cunningham, and 
you will have no idea how you’ll enjoy see-
ing it go up.”

Still, Van Wormer modified his will, and 
left on a trip to California. He returned 
to discover that Cunningham had met his 
challenge and paid for the south wing. 

Van Wormer contacted the university 
trustees and announced in 1898 that he 
would provide 1,000 shares of stock in the 
Cincinnati Street Railway Co. to fund a 
library for the University of Cincinnati.  

Van Wormer Library postcard, circa 1914 Van Wormer’s dome, recreated and newly installed in 2006

He specified that the gift was made in 
memory of his wife, Julia, who had died 
the year before. The gift amounted to 
approximately $50,000 and didn’t quite 
cover the total cost of building and fur-
nishing the library, but Van Wormer 
stepped up to cover the overrun. 

On his death in 1909, at the age of 91, 
Van Wormer was buried in Spring Grove. 
The university’s Board of Directors voted 

to drape the library building in mourning 
for 30 days in his memory.

Greg Hand is the associate vice president 
for University Communications.

CINCINNATI POST (1903) — Scene at the home of Asa Van Wormer on Winton Road, near Winton 
Place [renamed Spring Grove Village in 2007]. It is from the last picture taken of Mrs. Van Wormer 
(center), in whose memory the new library is a present to the University. Asa Van Wormer is the man 
on the right. The other man is a nephew, William Van Wormer, and the woman standing on the left 
is Mrs. l. E. Sellers, the housekeeper. Just below Asa Van Wormer is his dog Pete, a black mongrel, 
who was poisoned and died shortly before Mrs. Van Wormer. He lies buried in a dog graveyard on 
the Van Wormer place in which about 20 other deceased canines keep him company, each dog hav-
ing its own little tombstone. Van Wormer is a great lover of all animals. He had a white pacing horse 
named Clay Washington with which he used to beat all the other gentlemen of his day in the daily 
“brushes” on Spring Grove Avenue. [Chester Park, a horse track and amusement park, thrived on 
Spring Grove Avenue from 1891 to 1932.]

UC Visit www.magazine.uc.edu/extra to see 
Van Wormer slide show.
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When Pete Scheifele joined UC’s 
faculty in 2007, he brought an 
important collaborator with 

him: his mixed-breed miniature pinscher/
beagle named Otter. A highly trained 
show and service dog, Otter was at the 
center of the first project at Scheifele’s 
new lab, officially called the Facility 
for Education and Testing of Canine 
Hearing and Laboratory for Animal 
Bioacoustics, which bears the cute acro-
nym FETCHLAB.

“When Otter was about 14 years old, 
he started to go deaf,” Scheifele says, “and 
he couldn’t hear his cues anymore. That 
was when I had just started FETCHLAB, 
and we were talking about canine hearing 
aids. Because he was so highly trained, 
Otter seemed like a good trial dog.”

For the next three years, Otter success-
fully wore his hearing aids and showcased 
his abilities on “The David Letterman 
Show” and the Animal Planet channel. 
Along the way, his achievements spurred a 

UC’s FETCHLAB diagnoses and treats canine hearing impairments

new field of research and development at 
FETCHLAB, part of UC’s Department of 
Communications Sciences and Disorders. 
Since then, the FETCHLAB team has fit-
ted four dogs with hearing aids, tested 
hundreds of pooches for hearing impair-
ments and earned a national reputation as 
canine-audiology experts.

That reputation led to partnerships 
with the Department of Defense and the 
U.S. Air Force, where Scheifele, a Navy 
veteran, serves as an audiology consul-
tant for military working dogs flying 
to Afghanistan and Iraq. In 2011, the 
government invited him to Lackland Air 
Force Base in San Antonio to serve on the 
first blue-ribbon committee studying post-
traumatic stress disorder in such dogs.

FETCHLAB is also expanding edu-
cational opportunities in the field. This 
winter, UC will graduate the first class of 
audiologists with a certificate in animal 
audiology, the only such program in the 
world. 

Locally, FETCHLAB continues to 
improve the lives of dogs, performing free 
hearing screenings to police dogs and 
installing noise-absorbing (and stress-
reducing) sound panels in animal shelters.

Scheifele credits their far-reaching 
efforts in canine audiology to two UC 
alums: Tom and Christine Carleton, who 
created the Otter Audiology Fund to sup-
port FETCHLAB’s work with dogs. “The 
Carletons were focused on the quality of 
life for dogs,” he says. “And the fact that 
we are making a difference in canine hear-
ing really is attributable to the Otter Fund. 
They gave us the benchmark that we use 
for our purpose in life.” 

Tom, A&S ’91, and Christine, A&S ’90, 
Carleton’s financial support has enabled 
FETCHLAB to serve a huge part of the com-
munity, “impacting students, veterinarians, 
soldiers, military working dogs, police dogs 
and the average pet owner,” Scheifele says. 
“They have made a huge impact.”

Is ‘dog-eared’ research    
b y  K a t y  C o s s e

From left, standing: FETCHLAB faculty John Greer Clark, Peter Scheifele, Debbie Kemper and 
Doug Martin (front) look at test results on Timmy, a service dog they fitted with hearing aids in 
2010. At right, Scheifele checks the hearing of guide dog Sybil.
 

for the DOGS?
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N’deye Ba is accustomed to achiev-
ing what many would consider 
the impossible. Originally from 

Senegal, Africa, her parents made tough 
decisions and sacrifices so that she and 
her siblings would have a better life than 
they did.

The agreeable alumna has taken that 
path one step further. N’deye, A&S ’13, 
has the distinction of being the first stu-
dent to graduate after living in the Gen-1 
Theme House, located across Clifton 
Avenue from campus in Stratford Heights.

Since opening in 2008, the house has 
served more than 100 first-generation, 
Pell-grant-eligible students. Because those 
students are considered at high risk for 
dropping out, UC’s Gen-1 house provides 
a 24/7 structured living and learning 
environment plus support services, such 
as mentoring, tutoring, professional coun-
seling and monitoring of aca-
demic performance and social 
activities.

When N’deye (pronounced 
Nay) was a young girl, her 
parents moved to the U.S. to 
pursue the dream of a better 
life for the family, while she 
and her younger siblings stayed 
behind with their grandparents 
in Africa. The reunited family 
eventually settled in Cincinnati 
when N’deye was 10 years old. 
Her first languages were French 
and Wolof, the native Senegal 
language, so she learned English 
while attending Cincinnati pub-
lic schools.

Unfortunately, her route to 
college after high school seemed 
as confusing as her initial efforts 
to navigate a foreign land — 
until she discovered UC’s Gen-1 
house. “I had no idea what I 
was doing when I first got here, 

b y  D a w n  F u l l e r BEAT THE ODDS
Living together in 

specialized housing helps 
first-generation students 

learn to navigate UC

but the step-by-step process developed by 
the Gen-1 house helped me find who to 
talk with and where I needed to go,” she 
explains. “I even liked the curfew!”

Freshmen in the house must com-
mit to earning a minimum GPA of 2.33 
per academic semester and 2.50 GPA 
after completing their freshman year. 
Sophomores and juniors must commit to 
earning a 2.67 GPA per semester. 

N’deye is using her education to pursue 
her dreams of heading a nonprofit organi-
zation. She earned her bachelor’s degrees 
in political science and international 
affairs in April. As she continues working 
on her master’s degree in political science 
at UC, she will serve as the resident grad-
uate adviser for the Gen-1 house during 
the 2013-14 academic year.

“I really loved my UC experience. It 
was such a growing experience,” she says. 

“I have been able to do things that I never 
imagined I would be able to do, and I feel 
like I’ve really grown into a person that 
I’m proud of and that my family, espe-
cially my dad, can be proud of.

“For me, that’s the highlight, knowing 
that my family’s sacrifice did not go to 
waste.”

Donations and grants to the Gen-1 
house support housing costs, meal plans 
and other services, such as N’deye’s 
service-learning trip to India last spring. 
She and her fellow students developed 
business models there for nonprofit orga-
nizations that rehabilitate women and 
girls rescued from the sex trade.

To see a list of supporters, visit  
www.magazine.uc.edu/extra.

N’deye Ba is the first person to grad-
uate from UC’s Gen-1 Theme House, 
which supports the success of first-
generation college students.

UC

AT-RISK STUDENTS
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Four billion prescriptions a year land in U.S. medicine cabi-
nets marked with warning labels that have probably pre-
vented millions of medical mishaps and saved many lives, 

due to the caring and inventive genius of alumnus and professor 
emeritus of pharmacy J. Richard “Dick” Wuest.

In the 1970s, Wuest was instrumental in developing and 
copyrighting the system of using brightly colored auxiliary labels 
on prescription bottles — alerts and reminders like “Shake well” 
or “Do not drink alcoholic beverages with this medication.”

The system, Wuest says, started with a simple list on paper 
that became a universal system still used today. To educate retail 
pharmacists, Wuest and his team of pharmacists created charts 
to explain which types of labels went on which drugs. He also 
co-authored “The Family Guide to Prescription Drugs.”

During his UC career, Wuest, Pharm ’58, M (Pharm ’68), 
PharmD ’71, supervised the education of more than 2,600 phar-
macy students and championed the development of a national 
licensure exam, for which the National Association of Boards of 
Pharmacy awarded him the Distinguished Service Award.

He also won the 2011 William Howard Taft Medal for 
Notable Achievement, UC’s highest alumni honor, which recog-

National pharmacy leader enhances lives 
with humor, dedication and innovation

b y  A n g e l a  K o e n i g

Both Wuest and his wife, Suzanne Eastman Wuest, who is also a pharmacist, are devoted 
Bearcats fans with a blended family of adult children, all of whom attended UC: Cathy, Pharm 
’85; Susan, A&S ’86; Diana, Bus ’87; David, Pharm ’91; and wife Debra, PharmD ’91; Douglas, 
Ed ’12; Erica, DAAP ’02; Chris, DAAP ‘03; and Patrick, att. A&S ’02. The legacy now spans 
three generations, as granddaughter Meredyth Bond graduated from the Winkle College of 
Pharmacy this spring.

nizes career accomplishments in the honoree’s chosen field.
“Dick has dedicated his life to the education of pharmacists 

and the development of the practice of pharmacy,” said Daniel 
Acosta, pharmacy dean at the time of his nomination. “His 
awards and recognitions are too numerous to list. Suffice it to 
say that he is an unselfish and caring individual who has helped 
many people establish successful careers in pharmacy.”

Those who know Wuest say that despite the seriousness he 
gives to his work, a spark of levity always accents it, as well. 
Wuest, it turns out, is a natural-born humorist and storyteller. 
Such was the case at the 2012 dedication of the J. Richard Wuest 
Family Pharmacy Practice Skills Center when the benefactor 
himself couldn’t pass up the chance to throw in a joke.

“Then the skeleton sits up and asks the pharmacist: ‘Hey doc, 
can you give me something to stop this coffin?’”

As usual, laughs from the audience prove that Wuest always 
has the right delivery, an asset he attributes to both his Irish 
heritage and growing up as a “short” young man. Being funny, he 
says, was necessary for “survival among older, bigger young men.”

Today, however, jokes are a gift he gives, not a protection he 
uses. The Cincinnati native grew up to become a man whom oth-

ers look up to and who uses his humorous side 
to achieve higher purposes.

“You just get more done if other people are 
happy with the fact that you are around them,” 
he states. Experience says he should know. The 
James L. Winkle College of Pharmacy profes-
sor emeritus has more than three decades of 
experience in advancing the field and educating 
pharmacists, from 1967 to his retirement  
in 2001. 

Wuest’s financial support of the college 
includes $25,000 to seed the Wuest Pharmacy 
Practice Fund, which has grown in excess of 
$60,000 with contributions from alumni, faculty 
and staff. This year, Wuest made a $500,000 
contribution toward the new skills center. At 
the time of the center’s dedication, the college’s 
interim dean William Fant said, “Dick was 
instrumental in the development of our experi-
ential training programs and pharmacy practice 
laboratories as pharmacy transitioned to a 
patient-centered profession.”

Prescription for a full life 

Watch a UC video about Wuest or read more about 
the skills center at www.magazine.uc.edu/extra.  UC
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b y  J o h n  B a c h

A thletes draw from all sorts of emo-
tional wells to ready their minds for 
competition. UC soccer forward John 

Manga taps into an ocean of emotion from a 
horrific childhood. 

Waiting for UC’s No. 9 in the undertow 
are memories of kidnapped parents, 
an older brother thought to have been 
murdered and unspeakable acts — rape, 
beheadings and suicide — that he wit-
nessed as a child.

Manga, a 19-year-old sophomore, 
was born in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo in central Africa in 1994 just a few 
years prior to the First Congo War. By age 6, 
the war would reach his doorstep.

“When I was very young, things were pretty 
normal,” recalls Manga in a still-thick accent. 
“I went to school like every other kid. All my 
uncles played soccer at the professional level, and 
I was starting to pick up on it a little bit, too.”

During those calm years, before rebels  
invaded his hometown of Bunia, he and his 
three older brothers — Philip, Pierre and Jacob 
— shared a six-bedroom home with their  

Though sophomore John Manga rarely talks of his 
incredible path to UC, his story is one of escape, sur-
vival and salvation.

Soccer, providence and the love of his ‘American 
mom’ helps former refugee find his footing 
following a war-torn childhood in Africa

Hostility
to Hope

parents Jonathan, a missionary, 
and Christine, a French teacher at 
the nearby school.

“We were a pretty wealthy fam-
ily,” Manga says. “But when the 
civil war came, we pretty much 
went from having everything to 
having nothing.”

Abductions and murder
His father had left on a mis-

sion trip in January 2001, two 
months before all hell broke loose. 

The family had no idea it was the last 
time they would all be together. 

“It was complete chaos,” says Manga of 
the invasion. “At first I didn’t realize what 
was going on. Then I started hearing gun-
shots, and I realized there was something 
definitely wrong.”

Christine and her four sons — the 
oldest, age 12 — fled for their lives. 
They would later find out that rebels 
shot their neighbors in the streets, set 
up camp in their home and were driv-
ing the family car. They also would 
come to discover that their father, 
Jonathan, had been kidnapped when 
he attempted to return to search for his 
wife and children.
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wide river,” Pierre writes. “It was at the 
end of the rainy season, so it was full and 
moving quickly. There appeared to be no 
way to cross. I tried making a rope and 
holding onto it and the boys, but I nearly 
drowned us all.

“I remember sitting down and praying, 
and then just waiting. Several hours must 
have passed, and then God answered my 
prayers. A large tree fell across the river 
and formed a bridge. The boys and I 
climbed across on our knees.”

The Manga brothers finally reached a 
village near the city of Beni. Exhausted 
and hungry — but safe — they spent 
the next several months begging on the 
streets, until someone recognized them 
as the missing boys listed in a Red Cross 
bulletin. As it turned out, their father, 
who gained his freedom in Kenya, never 
gave up his search for his family.

A family reunited
After three years without their dad, 

the boys and Jonathan were reunited in 
March 2004. Even the joy of that moment, 
however, was robbed when they had to 
break the news about their brother and 
mother. Classified as refugees in Kenya 
and forbidden from working, Jonathan 
and his sons got by on handouts from 
an area church and resorted to applying 
for relocation to the United States, which 
came through in February ’05. 

John Manga was nearly 11 when their 
international flight touched down in the 
states and they settled, with the help of 
Kentucky Refugee Ministries, into an 
apartment in Lexington, Ky. Though his 
dad had multiple degrees in Africa, he 
could only find employment as a data 
entry clerk making $9 an hour. So they 
scraped by. 

Jonathan, overwhelmed with trying to 
raise the boys on his own while battling 
post-traumatic stress disorder, slipped 
into a depression. Most nights they didn’t 
eat until 10:30 p.m. when Pierre returned 
from his job at KFC to feed them before 
doing his homework.

It was December 2006, and once again 
things seemed hopeless for the Manga 
brothers, not terribly unlike a few years 
prior when they were stranded next to 
the river with no way to cross. Only now, 
they were marooned in middle America, 
struggling to learn English and barely able 
to eat. 

As Pierre puts it, “God was again faith-
ful in answering prayer.” Only this time he 
didn’t send a tree. He sent a breast-cancer 
survivor and single mom whom the boys 

SPORTS

John Manga says he allows the pain from his 
childhood in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
to motivate his play.

Mom and the boys found safety in a 
Catholic mission, which would become 
their refuge for the next two years. Until 
tragedy revisited. In June 2003, John’s 
brother, Jacob, left for school, but he 
never returned. Rebels had taken over his 
school. Until recently they assumed he 
had been killed.

That same summer, their mother left 
the mission with two other women to 
search for water. She, too, was abducted. 
Christine’s last words to her son, Pierre, 
were direct, simple and foreboding: “Take 
care of your brothers.”

It was a near impossible task consider-
ing all that was closing in on them. One 
day, for example, John, then 9, witnessed 
something he has never been able to put 
out of his head. Though it was too dan-
gerous to venture outside even to use the 
outhouse, he had stepped out briefly to 
get some relief from the pungent smell 
of urine inside the mission. Peering from 
behind a tree, he watched a deadly fight 
between two men that ended with a sev-
ered head rolling across the ground.

Running for their lives — again
Within a week of their mother’s disap-

pearance, Pierre grabbed his brothers and 
dashed for the nearby rainforest. His pre-
monition proved lifesaving considering 
rebels soon stormed the mission and shot 
the priests when they refused to reveal the 
direction in which the boys had escaped. 
Pierre recalls the terrible time in an essay:

“Because of the thickness of the rain-
forest, you had a better chance of not get-
ting hit by the flying bullets. We were so 
tired. But for the first few miles, I could 
still hear gunfire, so I did not dare let 
them rest. I had to carry John a lot of the 
way as food had been scarce in the previ-
ous days, and he was pretty weak.”

Eventually alone in the jungle, the 
three brothers — already having endured 
the loss of half their family — were now 
forced to trudge 180 miles through the 
world’s second largest rainforest, a place 
known for its cobras, puff adders and 
pythons, just to name a few of the deadly 
snakes. They traveled for many days and 
nights while doing their best to ignore the 
screeches of baboons, grunts of wild buf-
falo and even the watchful eyes of a lion 
that was only 10 feet away, yet allowed 
them to scurry by unharmed.

“The moment I knew God was with 
us was when we made it to this fairly 

Christine’s last words 
to her son, Pierre, were 
direct, simple and 
foreboding: “Take care 
of your brothers.”
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school attack in which he was reportedly 
killed and was raised by another family in 
the Congo. They are hopeful he may join 
them in the U.S., too.

These days, when John isn’t living on 
campus, he is staying with his parents in 
their apartment in Lexington, but he still 
sees Hollis about every other day. And he 
can count on seeing her in the stands of all 
his home games.

Found his ‘peaceful place’ 
John credits soccer for helping him 

put his wrecked childhood behind him. 
He went on to lead his high school to 
the 2010 state soccer championship and 
was named Kentucky Mr. Soccer in ’11. 
“Soccer is where I found my peaceful 
place,” he says. 

On scholarship with the Bearcats, John 
chose UC over schools such as Louisville 
and Wake Forest, which also recruited 
him. He is currently an undecided major, 
but he is considering a degree in interna-
tional social work so he can help others.

“John is just a delightful person,” says 
UC soccer coach Hylton Dayes. “He has 
seen so much of life at a young age, but he 
has never portrayed himself as a victim. I 
look at him as a survivor. 

“He’s just a great young man and a very 
talented soccer player. Plus, his story is an 
inspiration to others.”

Due to injuries on the team last season, 
Manga, who is 6 feet 2 inches tall and 
195 pounds, found his way to the field 
as a freshman, scoring his first goal in 
UC’s first conference game to help beat 
Pittsburgh. Dayes expects him to take on 
an even bigger role this year on a team the 
coach thinks could pace the league. 

While John doesn’t say much about his 
past around the team, Dayes can’t help but 
notice when Manga allows the pain from 
his past to motivate his play. 

 “John is driven internally,” says Dayes. 
“There is no doubt when we see it come 
out on the field. It comes from his core. 
And when he is able to channel all that, he 
is tough to handle. He develops an edge 
and aggressiveness that makes him even 
more dangerous.”

In the 2012-13 academic year, UC dis-
tributed more than $6.7 million in scholar-
ship support to hundreds of student-athletes 
in 19 varsity sports. “Donations are critical 
for UC to be able to attract the best, most 
talented and unique individuals,” says 
Dayes. “Those donations give kids like John, 
and any other kid out there, a tremendous 
opportunity.”

would come to know as “Ms. Paula.”

An ‘American mom’
Paula Hollis is a 54-year-old social 

worker and real estate agent with an east-
ern Kentucky drawl. She was preparing 
to be an empty nester when her young-
est daughter, Kirsten — then a senior at 
Henry Clay High School — told her about 
the African boys at her school. 

They had no winter coats, and their 
toes were clearly stretching their under-
sized shoes. Hollis gathered up gift cards 
from her church and took the boys shop-
ping. But that single kind act soon turned 
into regular stops to look after them.

“It became my routine to leave work, 
pick up the boys, and we would do home-
work, laundry and eat dinner,” Hollis says. 
“Then I’d take them home at bedtime.” 
Within a year, Jonathan agreed to co-
guardianship with Hollis, and they moved 
in with her.

“Ms. Paula is a great woman,” declares 
John. “She played the role of our moth-
er. Even now, I still consider her my 
American mom. 

“She treated us like her own children. 
We were kids from a different country, 
and she showed us so much love.”

Hollis says that John, then 12, was 
incredibly shy and skeptical when they 
first met, not to mention malnourished 
and untrusting. “He was not the John 
Manga I now know,” she laughs, point-
ing out his jokester personality. “He just 
seemed so sad then. But he saw so much, 
and he wanted to be careful that he wasn’t 
going to get hurt again.”

She recalls the early times when John 
and Philip would run for her bed during a 
thunderstorm, dive under the covers and 
lie still. The storm was a reminder of the 
AK-47s that haunted them as kids.

As good as life had become with Ms. 
Paula — John even fell in love with soccer 
again at age 13 — the Manga boys’ lives 
took yet another unexpected and amaz-
ing twist when they learned that their 
biological mom had been found alive in 
the Congo. Christine arrived in 2010 to 
embrace her family again — after seven 
years apart from them.

“After thinking for so long that you’ve 
lost somebody, and then you see them 
again, it is just a great feeling of relief,” 
John shares. “I am so fortunate to be with 
my parents again, unlike all the other kids 
who never got to see their parents again.”

More recently, according to Hollis, the 
family has learned that John’s brother, 
Jacob, actually may have survived the 
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 Nippert Update
Gates to reopen August 2015 with new four-story 
pavilion that wraps around the stadium’s west side

S tarting with the 2015 football season, 
catching a game at UC’s historic Nippert 
Stadium will take on a whole new feel — 

especially for those cheering from one of the 
facility’s brand new suites or club seats.

Private donations and strong presales of pre-
mium seating will allow the $86 million renova-
tion project to start in December 2013 following 
UC’s final home game. Highlighted by a new 
four-story pavilion that will wrap around the sta-
dium’s west side, construction will last about 20 
months so the gates can reopen by August 2015. 

Upon returning, visitors will find a new press 
box and space for private suites, indoor club 
seating, as well as loge boxes. Total additional 
seating is expected to hit around 5,000, which 
will take a sell-out crowd at UC to roughly 
40,000. Besides the new pavilion, the west con-
course will also be renovated, including conces-
sion stands and restrooms. Improvements on 
the east side will include expanded and addi-
tional concession and restroom facilities along 
with enhanced spectator traffic flow by way of 
new skywalk connectors from the upper deck of 

SPORTS
b y  J o h n  B a c h

Architectural renderings reveal 
UC’s plans to build a four-story 
addition of luxury boxes, suites 
and premium seating atop 
Nippert Stadium’s west side. 
Renderings/FRCH Design Worldwide
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the stadium to O’Varsity Way’s brick plaza, next 
to Sheakley Lawn. Those areas, according to 
renderings, would become part of an expanded 
eastside concourse available during games.

“Every fan, donor, alumnus and student who 
attends a game beginning in 2015 will benefit 
from the scope of this project,” director of ath-
letics Whit Babcock said after the UC Board of 
Trustees formally approved the expansion plan 
in June. “This project exemplifies our desire to 
develop a top-notch college football game day 
experience and compete with the nation’s elite.”

The 2014 season will be played entirely off 
campus, and UC officials have contracted to 
use Paul Brown Stadium during the transition 
year. Officials also point out that no university 
general funds are paying for the project. Instead, 
private donations and premium seating options 
will fund the project over a period of years.

Babcock says the new premium seating 
opportunities will generate enough revenue to 
cover the annual debt service for the project, 
as well as generate dollars to pay for additional 
facility improvements and scholarship oppor-
tunities. All 18 Founder’s Suites in the new 
pavilion, though among the most exclusive 
in pricing, were spoken for during the silent 
phase of the project’s fundraising campaign. 
The Founder’s Suites cost $100,000 a year and 

required a 10-year commitment.
“We are excited by the support that the 

Nippert Stadium renovation and expansion 
project has received from the Greater Cincinnati 
community and beyond,” said Babcock. “Our UC 
supporters have certainly answered the bell. We 
have two years to continue these efforts, and we 
need the help of the Bearcat faithful. But we are 
well on our way.”

Each of the Founder’s Suites will accommo-
date a couple dozen guests on the private fourth 
floor and will include retractable windows, a 
lounge area, a kitchenette, flat screen televisions 
with replay monitors and catering options. 

Other premium seating packages include 
Patio Suites (a four-seat loge costs $16,000), the 
Founder’s Club ($6,500 per seat) and Scholarship 
Club Seats ($2,500 each). Each multi-year 
option allows for a significant tax deduction and 
includes a range of amenities from open-air seat-
ing to complimentary food.

Get more details about the project and pre-
mium seating options at www.gobearcats.com/
nippert or by calling 1-877-55-UCATS.

UC sold all 18 Founder’s Suites, 
like this one, illustrated in the 
conceptual drawing, during the 
silent phase of fundraising for 
the project. Each cost $100,000 
a year and required a 10-year 
commitment. 



University of Cincinnati UC Magazine October 201342

Danny Dell scholarships, as well as the 
creation of the Bearcat statue in Varsity 
Village. He helped fund the recent reno-
vation of Alumni Hall, the large meeting 
space inside the Myers Alumni Center. 
He supports the football program and 
the expansion of Nippert Stadium while 
being a three-sport season ticket holder. 
And he provides interview coaching for 
students in the Lindner College of Busi-
ness sales program.

“I feel we should put back into the 
world, at the very least, what we have 
taken from it,” he says. “To a great degree, 
opportunities made available to us came 
about due to selfless acts of giving from 
others — our parents, teachers, friends, 
family and, at times, even complete 
strangers.”

For Thornton and his wife, Kendra, 
A&S ’01, many of those opportunities 
and much of what they have received in 
life came directly and indirectly from the 
choice to attend UC. Offering time and 
resources in return provides that sense of 
equilibrium and the means by which new 
students can write their own UC story.

“Whether it is financial gifts, creating 
a co-op opportunity, hiring loyal Bearcats 
upon graduation or simply being an 
ambassador for UC, we can enormously 
impact our university and alumni net-
work in a positive way,” he says.

INSPIRE
The Impact of Generosity
Progress a result of individual motivations and actions

by Keith Stichtenoth, Alumni Affairs associate director

More than 100,000 UC alumni and friends share responsibility for the 
success of the history-making Proudly Cincinnati campaign. Yet for 
many dedicated alumni, “giving back” isn’t really tied to a campaign — 

it’s simply part of their lifelong relationship with their alma mater.
Moreover, they seem to share a common perspective: UC gave so much to 

them that they feel drawn to somehow repay it. That usually comes in the form of 
paying it forward, benefiting those who are following in their Bearcat footsteps.

Lindner College of Business graduate Rob 
Thornton stands near Sigma Sigma Commons 
on campus. The men’s honorary is one of the 
initiatives Thornton supports to give back to UC.

“I hope my involvement 
and giving back to the 

university will help instill 
the same spirit of service 

in the next generation.” Rob Thornton

Alumni life a matter of balance

In a way, the motivation behind Rob 
Thornton’s relationship with UC is 
to find a sense of balance. He gives 

back because of what UC has given him, 
knowing that the beneficiaries may be 
those Bearcats coming along years or 
even generations behind him.

“I’m inspired by those who have come 
before me,” says Thornton, Bus ’02. “I 
hope my involvement and giving back to 
the university will help instill the same 
spirit of service in the next generation 
and that, as soon as they’re able, they 
continue the tradition of supporting the 
institution that has given us so much.”

Thornton, a global account director 
with CenturyLink Business, was a deeply 
involved alumnus pretty much as soon 
as his degree was in hand. He quickly 
became a leader within the UC Alumni 
Association’s Young Alumni group (now 
known as the UC Young Professionals).

“Our undergraduate experience is 
really the first stage of a lifetime relation-
ship with the university,” he says. “When 
I consider my closest relationships today 
and then think about the impact UC has 
had on those relationships, I’m compelled 
to be involved and give back.”

Thornton’s generosity affects a multi-
tude of UC family members through an 
array of initiatives. His roots in the men’s 
honorary Sigma Sigma have translated 
into support for the Jed Small Legacy and 
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When you live in State College, 
Pa., it’s an understatement to say 
that Penn State looms large over 

everyone and everything. You’d have to be 
a pretty hardy, dedicated, passionate couple 
of Bearcats to stand out from all those Nit-
tany Lions.

That actually sums up Bob and Phyllis 
Favorite very well. They met and fell in love 
as students at UC in the early 1970s. Once 
married the fall before their 1975 gradua-
tion, they moved where work took them. 
Eventually that became State College. Yet 
the lack of proximity has never been an 
obstacle when it comes to being actively 
engaged with their alma mater.

“We were both active on campus in our 
own ways,” says Bob, Eng ’75. “UC provided 
us with a good education, and we were 
fortunate to have great mentors. Because 
others cared, we also came to care.”

The Favorites financially support their 
colleges, Bearcats Athletics (UCATS and 
the football program’s 1200 Club) and the 
UC Alumni Association, of which Phyllis is 
a member of the Board of Governors. They 
travel extensively — making the day’s trip 
back to campus for home football games, 
meetings and big events, as well as attend-
ing many Bearcats road games. 

“Technology has made it easier to stay in 
touch,” says Phyllis, Ed ’75. “Before, as out-
of-towners, it was mostly a matter of learn-
ing about UC through my brother, who is 
also an alum and lives in Cincinnati, from 
occasional mailings and the rare newspaper 
article. But now I’m able to be a member of 
the UCAA board from a distance. I contrib-
ute what I can with the hope of helping the 
alumni association reach more and more 
alumni.

“From both of our perspectives, being 
involved is just a decision, and then a com-
mitment to that decision.”

For the Favorites, a big part of that life-
style is their “UC ambassador” role, which 
they take quite seriously. “We promote UC 
whenever and wherever we can,” Bob says. 
“Our friends in State College know for cer-
tain that we’re Bearcats.”  They are excited 
to gently educate others — in Pennsylvania 
and elsewhere — one person at a time if 
necessary, using Internet blogs, water-
cooler talk and heartfelt conversation with 
fellow alumni.

Giving back in various ways is a form of 
repayment for how the UC experience has 
influenced their lives, they each say.

Bob and Phyllis Favorite 

Distance no problem for UC couple
“We’re investing in UC,” Phyllis adds. 

“We don’t feel we’re special in any particu-
lar way. We just see the need for support 
in higher education in general. If we want 
students to care and become loyal alumni, 
we must exhibit that care as alumni 
ourselves. And we find we always get back 
more than we give.”

The Latin term alma mater translates to 

“From both of our perspectives, being 
involved is just a decision, and then a 

commitment to that decision.”

“bountiful or nourishing mother,” and the 
Favorites take that to heart, which drives 
their traveling, giving and volunteering in 
support of UC.

“We are deliberately attached to UC,” 
says Phyllis. “To detach and never feel that 
tug on the heart for our alma mater is a for-
eign concept to us. We liken it to switching 
mothers — pretty tough to do.”

Bob Favorite and Phyllis Snape met and fell in love 
at UC. Married for nearly four decades, the couple 
continues to show their affinity for the university 
that not only brought them together but has also 
played a significant role in their lives.
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CHANGE For Sean McCabe, the value of being in-
volved and giving to others was instilled 
in him from an early age. Growing up in 

Wheeling, W.Va., McCabe, Eng ’09, became an 
Eagle Scout while compiling an impressive aca-
demic resume and developing a desire to study 
engineering in college.

UC was not on his radar until he happened to 

Sean McCabe

Giving back starts early for young alumnus
hear about and research the co-op program — 
then it became his front-runner. Still, he would 
need scholarship help to make it work financially, 
particularly given out-of-state tuition. Such 
assistance came together, McCabe enrolled and 
flourished at UC, and he became an alumnus 
with a cause.

“Scholarships are a passion of mine,” he says. 
“Without the scholarships I received, I wouldn’t 
have become a Bearcat.”

McCabe, a senior business analyst for Fifth 
Third Bank in Cincinnati, became a key volun-
teer with the UC Alumni Association’s Young 
Professionals group, reinvigorating the Kacher-
Bloom Scholarship that supports an outstanding 
upperclassman while memorializing two UC 
undergrads who lost their lives in 1985. His giv-
ing history with the UCAA includes many gifts 
to the William Howard Taft Society fund.

He also was active in student government at 
the university and college levels. Those activi-
ties, plus his degree work and co-op experiences, 
helped McCabe realize that he was becoming 
closer to his school and enjoying productive 
college years largely because people who came 
before him had made it possible.

“I realized while I was in school that those 
groups were important, and I feel it even more 
today,” he says. “Recently I helped develop the 
College of Engineering and Applied Science 
Alumni Association’s strategic plan and became 
the new VP for “future alumni engagement” 
where I’ll help bridge the gap between alumni 
and students. I think that will drive a greater 
sense of loyalty and pride for these lifelong 
Bearcats.”

Just as the Proudly Cincinnati campaign’s 
$1 billion-plus total is really about the impact 
rather than the dollars, McCabe’s monetary gifts 
to scholarship funds and his college, as well as 
his gifts of time and expertise to support UCAA’s 
Young Professionals group, CEAS’s College 
Advisory Council and UC’s Honors program, are 
fulfilling because of the ultimate results.

“There’s a lot of impact from my giving back,” 
he says. “Students are furthering their educations 
thanks to scholarship programs to which I con-
tribute. Alumni can meaningfully reconnect with 
their university and each other through vari-
ous alumni activities I support. And our future 
alums are learning, as I did, about the network of 
graduates that stick together as a family, which 
the Alumni Association oversees.”
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When UC provided a scholarship to enable Sean 
McCabe to enroll in 2004, it gained a lifelong benefac-
tor and ambassador for the cause of funding scholar-
ships for others.

“Scholarships are a passion of mine. Without 
the scholarships I received, I wouldn’t  

have become a Bearcat.”
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As Lamar Cole’s career has pro-
gressed, he has found himself gain-
ing greater affection for the Uni-

versity of Cincinnati — the people he has 
met and the lessons he has learned through 
his UC connections, as well as a growing 
understanding of how the dots connect in 
his life.

This alumni perspective has made Cole, 
Bus ’94, more gratified to give back to 
his alma mater in the ways that mean the 
most to him. That gratification grows even 
further when he considers the impact of his 
actions.

“My time as a UC student was one of 
the greatest experiences of my life — and 
it was way too short,” says Cole, an assis-
tant vice president with Huntington Bank 
in Cleveland. “I established relationships 
through my activities on campus and in my 
fraternity. Then after graduating, my career 
took me back to my native Cleveland. I 
learned that the best way to keep living the 
UC experience is to intentionally seek out 
ways to remain involved.”

Not long after his graduation and reloca-
tion, Cole led the effort to bring together a 
group of Cleveland-area African-American 
alums for an unofficial reunion of sorts. 
Many were friends from Cole’s days at the 
University of Cincinnati, while some were 
products of different eras at UC. Some even 
came up from Cincinnati. 

One of those friends was Bleuzette 
Marshall, A&S ’92, Ed ’01, M (Ed) ’09, who 
happened to work in UC’s development 
office at the time and is now UC’s interim 
chief diversity officer. She joined others to 
do something similar in Cincinnati — first 
as a cookout in a park off-campus, then as 
an official part of Homecoming on campus. 
These activities, traced largely to Cole’s 
leadership, helped relaunch the group now 
known as the UC Alumni Association’s 
African-American Alumni Affiliate (4A).

“When we moved into the UCAA 
environment, the effort gained momentum 
and became much broader in scope,” Cole 
says. “Many of us took on unofficial roles as 
ambassadors for the group and for greater 
alumni engagement in general.”

For Cole, being an ambassador includes 
spreading the word about UC’s successes 
and advantages, giving regularly to the 
UC Alumni Association and the Darwin 

Lamar Cole

Seeking active alumni involvement from Cleveland
T. Turner Scholarship Fund, and putting 
C-Paw license plates on his car, knowing 
that most of those fees go toward funding 
additional scholarships.

“I’m investing in the university that 
invested in me,” he says. “My marketing 
and management degree has opened career 
doors beyond what I might have dreamed 
possible. Furthermore, I aspire to be the 
best and to be associated with the best. Giv-
ing back contributes to UC’s resources in its 

quest to be the best — the nation’s premier 
public urban research university.”

Cole believes that generosity from 
alumni produces ripple effects through the 
entire UC community while highlighting 
the commonality of the student experience.

“The more our individual and collec-
tive giving back empowers UC to attract 
talented students, support students in need 
and energize our alumni to this purpose, 
the more all of us stand to gain,” he says.

Lamar Cole shows his pride on his clothes and 
his car — with a Bearcat license plate.
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CONNECT
Behind the scenes: 
How Homecoming happens
two dozen departments, units, colleges and 
student organizations — from public safety 
and facilities to student life and univer-
sity communications — begin meeting 
monthly to coordinate the maze of event 
logistics facing them.

Each Homecoming also carries a theme 
largely created by and geared toward the 
students. This year’s theme is “Once Upon 
a Homecoming,” chosen in the spring from 
various possibilities considered by SAC 
and various UC staff members.

I love a parade
For generations, the annual Homecom-

ing Parade has been a treasured campus 
tradition. The hour-long spectacle fea-
tures around 60 entries, including about 
15 floats and numerous marching bands. 
Grand marshals this year are basketball 
great Oscar Robertson, Bus ’60, HonDoc 
’07, and his wife, Yvonne, Ed ’56. The  
parade requires street closures from Cal-
houn Avenue (where the parade sets up)  
to Clifton Avenue and Martin Luther  

Homecoming is one of UC’s grand-
est days each year. Students can 
enjoy a full week of activities, and 

thousands of alumni return from near and 
far. Pageantry, nostalgia and excitement fill 
the campus. And the football team tries to 
win one for the Red & Black.

This year, Saturday, Oct. 19, is the big 
day. But what about the weeks and months 
beforehand? Here’s a glimpse at what 
makes Homecoming happen:

Plan your work,  
work your plan

Homecoming is presented by the UC 
Alumni Association with help from the 
UCAA-affiliated Student Alumni Council 
(SAC). Starting in January, SAC’s Home-
coming Committee holds regular meet-
ings all the way until Homecoming Week. 
Subcommittees manage key elements such 
as the weeklong student activities, the 
king and queen nomination and selection 
process and parade planning.

In July, representatives from more than 

by Keith Stichtenoth, Alumni Affairs associate director

Tremendous passion, creativity and UC spirit are on display at Homecoming, from student-built 
parade floats to families passing the C-Paw down to the next generation.

King Boulevard.
Thousands of Bearcats cheer along the 

parade route while panels of judges assess 
the floats for best expression of the Home-
coming theme and school spirit, as well as 
the high school bands for best-in-show. 

When is Homecoming?
The UC Alumni Association cannot 

select the date for Homecoming until the 
athletic conference releases its schedule in 
early March, but this year, the Oct. 19 date 
essentially “chose itself,” since the prior 
home game against Temple was tabbed for 
national TV on Friday night, Oct. 11.

As for game time, ESPN’s contract pro-
vides flexibility to see how certain match-
ups will best fit into various time slots. 
UC usually doesn’t know until 12 days out 
what time a Saturday conference game will 
start — and once per season, that window 
can shrink to six days. The fact that it is 
Homecoming does not affect the channel’s 
choice, so the UC Alumni Association 
manages a flexible schedule.

Schedule
Homecoming Kickoff Party
Friday, Oct. 18
Featuring  
Athletic Director Whit Babcock 
and Coach Tommy Tuberville 
Myers Alumni Center
Free to all UC alumni

Homecoming 2013
Saturday, Oct. 19
UC vs. UConn game (TBD)
Parade four hours prior to kickoff
Bearcat Blitz pre-game festivities 

at Myers Alumni Center

See uc.edu/homecoming for details.
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1920
Jimmy Nippert, ’23, p. 4
Bob Hynes, ’25, p. 4
Louis Nippert, ’26, p. 4

1940
Margaret Grogg Pifer, ’42, p. 2
Saul Marmer, ’48, p. 2
Charles Stix, ’49, p. 26

1950
Elizabeth Mason, ’50s, p. 5
Barry Bishop, ’54, p. 4
Clark Beck, ’55, p. 30
Henry Brown, ’55, p. 30
Otto  Budig, ’56, pp. 6, 13
Yvonne Robertson, ’56, p. 46
Dick Wuest, ’58, ’68, ’71, p. 36
William Hines, ’59, ’64, p. 3

1960
Sue Driver Lantzer, ’60, p. 5

Oscar Robertson, ’60, p. 46
Lois Rosenthal, ’60, p. 15
Sam Ewing, ’61, p. 30
Jay Stewart, ’61, p. 21
Bob Deddens, ’63, ’67, p. 5
Kenneth Glass, ’63, ’65, p. 21
Carla Andrews, ’65, p. 3
Steve Wilson, ’66, ’68, p. 6

1970
Craig Fitzpatrick, ’70, p. 5
Helen Klug Elfenbein, ’72, ’96, p. 2
David Litt, ’72, p. 3
Buck Niehoff, ’72, pp. 6, 12
Robert Fealy, ’73, pp. 13, 21
Greg Hand, ’74, p. 32
Bob Favorite, ’75, p. 43
Phyllis Snape Favorite, ’75, p. 43
Bill Keating Jr., ’76, ’79, p. 47
Ray Vegso, ’76, p. 2
Barry Bortz, ’77, p. 9
Anne Nethercott, ’77, p. 9

Alumni mentioned in this issue (by graduation year, page number)

Bill Kugel, ’78, p. 5
Mark Barnett, ’79, ’82, ’84, p. 3
Greg Jarrells, ’79, p. 3

1980
Mark Fields, ’80, p. 3
Joseph Broderick, ’82, p. 47
Todd DeGarmo, ’82, p. 13
Cathy Wuest, ’85, p. 36
Susan Wuest, ’86, p. 36
Diana Wuest, ’87, p. 36

1990
Christine Carleton, ’90, p. 34
Tom Carleton, ’91, p. 34
David Wuest, ’91, p. 36
Debra Cardarelli Wuest, ’91, p. 36
Bleuzette Marshall, ’92, ’01, ’09, p. 45
Lamar Cole, ’94, p. 45
Jeffery Burgin, ’97, p. 47
Phil Kanet, ’98, ’00, p. 12

Alumni honored for  
achievements

The UC Alumni Association honored five remark-
ably accomplished alumni at the UC Distinguished 
Alumni Celebration in June. The event and its 

awards provide an annual opportunity to celebrate the 
many contributions and overall excellence of UC alumni 
in countless fields of endeavor throughout the world.

For more about this year’s honorees and the opportu-
nity to nominate alumni for the 2014 awards, visit www.
uc.edu/alumni/dac.

Dr. Joseph Broderick, MD ’82, right, is pleased to 
receive the William Howard Taft Medal for Notable 
Achievement with his father, Dr. Joseph Broderick. The 
elder Broderick, called “a terrific role model” by his son, 
began the family tradition of practicing medicine. They 
are among two dozen physicians in three generations of 
the Broderick family, most of whom have ties to UC.

Bill Keating Jr., Bus ’76, JD ’79, received the 
Alumni Distinguished Service Award, honoring 
his leadership on various initiatives that have 
enhanced the alumni experience for his fellow 
Bearcats. He said he continues to be inspired 
by a sign he had seen on a dorm wall years ago, 
which read, “If you want a degree, go to class. If 
you want an education, get involved.”

The Jeffrey Hurwitz Young Alumni Outstanding Achievement 
Award recipients were (from the left) Rob Richardson Jr., Eng ’02, 
JD ’05, and Bob Coppola, CECH ’00. Joining them is Mosaic Award 
recipient Jeffery Burgin, A&S ’97. 

UC President Santa Ono touted the many reasons why he calls UC 
the #HottestCollegeInAmerica, including “alumni like those we 
honor tonight, who graduate, then go out and change the world.”

2000
Bob Coppola, ’00, p. 47
Victoria Carr, ’01, p. 23
Rachel Konerman, ’01, p. 23
Rob Richardson Jr., ’02, 05, p. 47
Rob Thornton, ’02, p. 42
Erica Wuest, ’02, p. 36
Patrick Wuest, ’02, p. 36
Chris Wuest, ’03, p. 36
Sean McCabe, ’09, p. 44
Marihelen Millar, ’09, p. 23
Keith Rutowski, ’09, p. 26

2010
Allison Clarridge, ’11, p. 26
Matt Katz, ’11, p. 15
Thomas Richards, ’12, p. 8
Douglas Wuest, ’12, p. 36
N’deye Ba, ’13, p. 35
Meredyth Bond, ’13, p. 36
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Known for big hats and a big heart, 
Dolly Cohen was easily recognized 
in Cincinnati’s social, cultural and 

philanthropic circles, including those at 
the University of Cincinnati. Born Dolly 
Lurie in Pennsylvania, she met her future 

husband, A.B. Cohen, in the 
lobby of a Pittsburgh 

hotel where she 
was selling anti-

tuberculosis 
stamps for the 
Red Cross 
and he was a 
shoe sales-
man. The 
couple mar-
ried in 1920 
and lived in 
Boston, then 
moved to 

z

ON CAMPUS YESTERDAY, 1965

See a photo gallery of Dolly and  
her hats, plus read a list of all Cohen 

Award winners at www.magazine.uc.edu/extra.

Cincinnati in 1926, where 
their son, Ralph, was 
born and where A.B. 
would become presi-
dent of U.S. Shoe 
Corp., headquar-
tered here.

At UC, Dolly’s 
name was most 
recognized for 
funding the Mrs. 
A.B. “Dolly” 
Cohen Award 
for Excellence in 
Teaching in 1961 
— two awards 
that are still given 
annually. Here, 
she poses with 1965 
A&S winner Jean 
Winston. Dolly also 

made assorted UC gifts 
as needs arose — for 

instance, sponsoring 
an essay contest in 
1962 and buying 
an emergency 
ambulance for 
the UC Student 
Health Service 
in 1967.

A.B. died in 
1970, and can-
cer took Dolly 
10 years later. 
Nevertheless, 
the impact of 
her generos-
ity remains and 

grows.

UC
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Invested 
in each other to

aspire, advance, achieve

Investiture was April 2013.
See extensive photo gallery:
www.magazine.uc.edu/extra

Congratulations to President Santa Ono,
the leader who is making UC

the #HottestCollegeinAmerica
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CINCINNATI 
SMART

Tell us your story at 

uc.edu/smart

It’s a unique brand of know-how. It’s the confidence that comes from learning with 
the best minds and in the best organizations.

In short, Cincinnati Smart is who you have become. It’s a competitive  
edge for more than 268,000 living alumni and 42,650 students.

It’s smart on a whole different level.


