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PROGRAM
Program to be selected from the repertory of the 

Zimbabwean Mbira dzaVadzimu

Performers
Patience Chaitezvi

Jennifer Kyker

MbiraCats (CCM mbira ensemble)
Stefan Fiol, director

Tsun-Hui Hung
Ian McGorray

Xue Xia
Christoph Sassmannshaus

Gui Hwan Lee
Alyssa Mehnert
John Hausmann

Kwi-Im Kim

Patience Chaitezvi is one of the very few Zimbabwean women who 
grew up playing mbira regularly in traditional ceremonies, a role more 
commonly held by men in Shona culture. As a university-educated 
and fluently Shona-English bilingual musician and cultural expert, she 
is uniquely suited to sharing traditional Shona music and culture with 
the world. As of 2013, she is touring the US for the fourth time.

Jennifer Kyker has a long history of involvement studying the 
mbira dzavadzimu, an instrument played at various ritual events 
within Zimbabwe. Among her research interests are how women 
navigate expectations of gender in mbira performance, as well as the 
evolution of neo-traditional musical styles, such as the contemporary 
Zimbabwean marimba.  Working with musicians from Zimbabwe, 
Professor Kyker has produced several albums featuring music in 
a variety of genres, ranging from her field recordings of the mbira 
and the chipendani, a single-string mouthbow, to a compilation 
of songs featuring studio recordings by a new generation of 
Zimbabwean popular artists. She is currently an Assistant Professor 
of Ethnomusicology at the Eastman School of Music.

CCM has become an All-Steinway School through the kindness of its donors.  
A generous gift by Patricia A. Corbett in her estate plan has played a key role 
in making this a reality.
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