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'" 
TO PRESIDENT WALTERS: 

In presenting some highlights of campus history 

in which you played a leading part, your friends 

and colleagues at the University salute you with 

assurances of warm regard and affection. We 

congratulate you particularly upon having reached 

the completion of an arduous assignment without 

diminution of your usual vigor and enthusiasm. 

'" 
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TWENTY-THREE EVENTFUL YEARS 

On this occasion the guest of honor is a man who has earned credit 
for a rare and noteworthy achievement. To put it briefly, he has completed a 
tour of duty extending for almost a quarter of a century. Judged by the average 
tenure of university presidents today, this is a long period, both in the life of 
a man and in the history of an educational institution. 

Fifty years ago, when enrollments were smaller and the tempo of living 
more moderate, a few college presidents could be found whose time in office 
reached an incredible number of years. In the educational field such patri
archal figures as Eliot of Harvard and Butler of Columbia represented the 
kind of long-term leadership that was then exhibited in the business world 
by certain durable captains of industry. It was a case in which the institution 
was the man himself, and not merely his lengthened shadow. For the colleges 
this was a time when it was still possible to speak with some accuracy of ivory 
tower seclusion. 

Then came a period of wars, depressions, accelerated scientific developments, 
of unrest heightened by almost daily emergencies. Whatever detachment had 
existed for the colleges in an era of tranquility was lost under the impact of 
swift social change. New demands upon education went far beyond the tradi
tional scope of learning for learning's sake and included training for leader-' 
ship in a historically new situation. Within the colleges this meant larger 
enrollments, new departments and vastly more complicated organization, 
introducing, as one commentator described it, an administrative set-up 
requiring the services of "deans within deans." It was inevitable that greatly 
increased external pressures and more complex administrative problems should 
impose a heavy burden upon university presidents and should make their 
tenure primarily a question of human endurance. 

The twenty-three year presidency of Dr. Raymond Walters falls within the 
later period of swift developments and new demands for educational services. 
Only a few highlights of events during his administration can be given in this 
brief account, which is a personal tribute rather than a comprehensive review. 
To all who participated in it, the balanced growth of the University which took 
place during these eventful years is understandably a matter of pride and 
satisfaction. 



A NEW PRESIDENT TAKES OVER 
To his task as head of the University of Cincin

nati Dr. Walters brought twenty-one years of 
experience in such varied capacities as English 
professor, registrar and assistant to the President 
at Lehigh University, his alma mater; as captain 
on the executive staff of an artillery school at 
Camp Taylor in World War I; and later as Dean 
and Professor of English at Swarthmore College. 
In addition to localized tasks he had been entrusted 
with special assignments as inspector of institutions 
for the Association of American Universities. A 
still wider acquaintance with colleges and their 
problems resulted from his work as statistician
analyst for School and Society, which involved a 
study of enrollment figures from accredited colleges 
in the United States. 

That this unique preparation, combined with an 
agreeable personality, made him an outstanding 
candidate, was not surprising. Besides being favored 
by the Board of Directors, he was understood to 
be the personal choice of President Herman 
Schneider, who had held the position for the 
previous four years. Thus the administration of 
Dr. Walters began auspiciously, with continuity of 
policy assured by close co-operation from his 
predecessor. The path of the University's new head 
was also made smoother by the assistance of a 
capable Vice-president, who had served through 
three previous administrations and was familiar 
with every detail of the University's operation. 

In contrast with the highly favorable elements 
in the new president's situation there was one 
serious and ominous difficulty. Like every other 
such institution in the early Thirties, the University 
of Cincinnati was feeling the effects of a severe 
financial depression. By careful management the 
Directors had been able thus far to avoid the 
retrenchments that other universities had found 
necessary. However, by the autumn of 1932 the 
financial stringency had finally caught up with 
them, and at the October meeting, the first that 
Dr. Walters attended as President, the Board 
reluctantly adopted a motion to reduce the salaries 
of faculty members and office employees. At this 
same meeting Dr. Walters requested that formal 
inauguration ceremonies for him be omitted in 
order to save expense. 

Problems arising out of the depression were not 
limited to questions of dollars and cents. Higher 
education itself was on trial. In the nation at large, 
and to some extent in Cincinnati, there were people 
who looked upon advanced study as a dispensable 
luxury whose abandonment would affect only a 
favored few. This specious rationalization of 
economy had to be combated by those who be
lieved passionately that the development of brain 
power was vitally essential to the nation's future 
well being. As an active advocate of this latter 
position, Dr. Walters joined in a protest from 
educators that had all the fervor of a crusade. 

Honorary degree conferred on Col. H. M. Waite, builder of the Cincinnati Terminal. Left to right, Dean Herman Schneider Dr. 
Walters, Col. Waite, Attorney Morrison R. Waite, Vice-president Daniel Laurence. ' 



Meeting with a group of Directors, 1932. Left to right, seated, Herbert G. French, Dr. Walters, Vice-president Laurence; standing, 
Walter F. Murray, Robert L. Black, Albert P. Strietmann, Dr. Wm. F. Doughty. 

LULL BETWEEN WAR AND DEPRESSION 

Having passed the financial crisis of the early 
Thirties, the University was ready to resume and 
expand its normal activities in education and re
search. The Liberal Arts faculty adopted a carefully 
worked out program emphasizing related groups of 
studies as against miscellaneous free elective sub
jects. Former President Schneider, having returned 
to his preferred position as Dean, supervised the 
expansion of the co-operative courses in Engineer
ing, Commerce and Applied Arts and again gave 

Commencement for service men. Left to right, Dr. Walters, 
Major Alan L. Chidsey, Col. Ward Duval, and student 

Richard Bennett. 

his personal attention to the department of basic 
science research which he had created in the 
Twenties. Outstanding research work was carried 
on in the College of Medicine, not only in industrial 
health problems, which were its special concern, 
but also in polio, tularemia · and other general 
diseases. International recognition came to the 
University as a result of studies and excavations on 
the site of ancient Troy, conducted by the Depart
ment of Classical Archaeology. 

Chairman Walters, FERA Liaison Committee, with U. S. 
Commissioner George F. Zook, left, and Harold Stirling, 

Veterans Bureau, Washington, 1942. 



TWO MEMORABLE ANNIVERSARIES 

Students and alumni greet Dr. Walters 
on his tenth anniversary as President. 
At this time he was much occupied in 
Washington as chairman of a committee 
on relations between higher education and 
the Federal Government. From left, 
standing, Fred Korros, Alumni President, 
Dr. Walters, Director John J. Rowe. 

Faculty, students and alumni share the 
University's 75th Birthday cake, 1945. 
With Dr. Walters, Jack Glenn Williams, 
alumni president, Lucia Taft, student. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary observed in 1945 referred to the beginning of the 
municipal university established in 1870 under the will of Charles McMicken. 
Strictly speaking, this beginning revived an earlier project for a city college that 
dated back to 1819 and initially took the form of a medical school organized 
by Dr. Daniel Drake. In a historical pamphlet Dr. Walters had traced the 
story of this school and of the "City College" and the Law School which also 
became merged eventually with the University of Cincinnati. His research 
established the University's claim to two founding dates, one of them being 1819. 
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ASSIGNMENT IN TOKYO 

Dr. Walters in ceremonial robe. 

• • - \ 

,-- -
In the University of Tokyo library Dr. Shigeru Nambara, President, shows Dr. Walters an 1854 Japanese interpretation of a minstrel 
show brought to Japan by Commodore Perry. 

On January 25, 1949, Dr. Walters left Cincinnati on an educational mission 
to Japan. As a widely recognized authority on college administration he had 
been invited by the United States Army to participate in a series of institutes on 
higher education. The object of these meetings was to aid in developing a long
range program of higher education for Japanese college presidents and ad
ministrators. First at Tokyo, then at the universities in the Kyoto-Osaka-
Hiroshima area, he lectured to groups of administrators. Well-remembered in
cidents in addition to his educational appointments were a conference with 
General MacArthur and an audience with Emperor Hirohito. 



BUILDING A GREATER UNIVERSITY 

Obviously, a university's greatness depends 
upon intangible factors and is not measured in 
terms of its physical plant. New buildings, how
ever, are a reliable index of growth and progress, 
while their diversity indicates the range of the uni
versity's functions and activities. Between 1932 and 
1955 gradual changes occurred which are made 
evident by a "then-and-now" comparison of air
plane views of the campus representing these two 
points in time. 

In the later picture it will be noted that, while 
classrooms and laboratories account for most of 
the added space, other needs of the University have 
not been forgotten. Serving as headquarters for 

groups and individuals and as a clearing house for 
all the varied activities of student and faculty 
organizations, the Union is exactly what the name 
implies. French Hall, the fine new dormitory for 
men, provides much added space to augment other 
facilities, such as the Memorial Residence Hall for 
Women. Thus accommodations are available for 
the large population of students from outside Cin
cinnati- from most of the 48 states and from 25 
foreign countries. The long-awaited Armory and 
Field House, latest structure to be dedicated, has 
already demonstrated its usefulness to the Uni
versity's military, educational and athletic pro
grams. 



Airplane view of the University campus, 1955. Inset photo, "Building Project Approved," Dr. Walters with Board Chairman Renton 
K. Brodie. Lower picture, breaking ground for the $2,000,000 Armory and Field House, May 5, 1953. 

'" 
Left to right, Col. James A. DeMarco, 
Mayor Carl W. Rich,Mrs.Jane D.Earley, 
Col. George E. Young, Dr. Walters, 
Chairman Renton K. Brodie, Wm. B. 
Schoe/wer, supervisor physical plant, 
George W. Martin, architect, Charles W. 
Messer, contractor, Dr. Frank H. May
field and Arthur W. Schubert, Directors, 
John E. Small, Alumni Secretary, M. 
Charles Mileham, Director Athletics, 
Charles L. Shank, "C" Club, Wm. G. 
Baetz, UC Boosters, James E. Allan, 
architect, Ralph C. Bursiek, Dean, Uni
versity Administration, Dr. Ernest Picker-

ing, Dean, College of Applied Arts. 



POSTWAR ACTIVITIES 

The brief absence of Dr. Walters in the Far East 
was preceded and followed by a variety of postwar 
developments. Growth that had been interrupted 
during hostilities was resumed on several fronts. 
Plans took shape for a new McMicken Hall. The 
University made its first request for a building site 
in Burnet Woods, which was then regarded as a 
suitable location for an armory and field house. 
Three separate colleges were organized for Engi
neering, Business Administration and Applied Arts. 
Enrollment returned to approximately normal and 
was increased by a considerable number of service 
men who took advantage of the G. I. Bill of Rights. 
Some of the married ones settled in a "Vetville" 
group of government buildings in a corner of the 
campus. The fine scholastic record made by the 
returned veterans was an inspiration to the entire 
student body. 

Having returned to the campus from the Orient, 
Dr. Walters resumes his administrative tasks. 

At the University Commencement, June 10, 1949, the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws is conferred on 
United States Senator Robert A. Taft. Left, Vice
president Norman P. Auburn, Senator Taft , Dr. Walters . 
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"STATISTICIAN-LAUREATE" 

In December of 1954, with the release of en
rollment figures from 846 accredited colleges and 
universities throughout the United States, Dr. 
Walters issued his 35th annual survey report for 
School and Society. Year after year his compilation 
and analysis of statistics has given to college au
thorities, and to newspaper readers in general, a 
complete picture of the constantly changing situa
tion with regard to attendance at American colleges. 
Under a Cincinnati date line newspapers all over 
the country have published up-to-the-minute in
formation concerning such matters as percentage 
increase or decrease of students in liberal arts col
leges and the various professional schools, or in 
large tax-supported institutions as compared with 
smaller private colleges. Stupendous totals repre
senting enrollment in the country's largest uni
versities have provided a source of unfailing interest 
and wonder. Less dramatic but more useful has 
been the compiler's interpretation of trends indi
cating preference and demand for different types of 

Dr. Walters and Dr. Albert B. Sabin receive a check for polio 
research from the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, 
Inc. through local representative L. R . Junius. 

Dr. Walters and Grace W. Sales, his Secretary, compile latest 
enrollment figures from American colleges and universities. 

instruction. It is not surprising that Dr. Walters' 
long service to education in this field should have 
earned for him the title of "Statistician-Laureate." 

Examining the University series on Troy. From left, Board 
Chairman Frank Dinsmore, Dr. Walters, Professor Wm. T. 
Semple, Mrs: Semple, Professor Carl W. Blegen. 



Dr. Walters, on the front steps 
of the campus union, welcomes 
a group of young British execu
tives who have come for a 
year's study in the UC College 
of Business Administration. At 
the extreme left is Dr. Francis 
Bird, head of the College. 

FOREIGN STUDENTS WELCOME 

The present enrollment of students from 25 
foreign countries is in keeping with the.University's 
reputation as an international center of learning. 
English spoken with an accent is heard, not only 
in classrooms and dining halls, but also at football 
games and other athletic events. 

In recent years the international aspect of the 
University's instruction has been accentuated by 
the appearance of whole delegations as contrasted 

Dr. Walters extends official 
greetings to a group of German 
school teachers who are on 
campus for a semester of study 
in the Teachers College. Behind 
Dr. Walters are, left to right, 
Dr. Gordon Hendrickson and 
Dean Carter V. Good, of the 
College. 

with individual students. From Great Britain, under 
the auspices of the National Management Council, 
selected groups of young executives have come for 
instruction in Business Administration. In the same 
way groups of teachers in the elementary schools of 
West Germany have been chosen by school authori
ties and representatives of the American govern
ment and sent here for advanced study in the 
Teachers College of the University. 



EDUCATION AND SPORTS 
GO HAND IN HAND 

In the team room Dr. Walters joins members of the squad in cele
brating a football victory. 

* 
Dr. Walters with Tony Trabert, U. C.'s international tennis champion. 

* 
In September, 1932, soon after he assumed office, Dr. Walters was 

guest at an athletic rally held by the "C" Club, well-known boosters' 
organization. Asked to state his position on intercollegiate athletics, 
Dr. Walters said, in part: "Football as a college sport is wholesome 
as long as it is conducted on an amateur basis. That is where we 
propose to keep it, win or lose." 



TIME OUT 
FOR DIVERSION 

' 
As Gilbert K. Chesterton once pointed out, it is 

possible to dramatize everything except a hard day's 
work. The toil and effort inseparable from a uni
versity president's job cannot be pictured. It cannot 
even be adequately stated. Days and nights of 
travel, public addresses unlimited, banquets in
numerable, endless hours of dictating or holding 
conferences, prolonged study of budget figures-all 
such chores regularly performed in line of duty do 
not tell the whole story. 

'" 
In addition, there are problems involving the 

personal equation, as in appointments or promo
tions for the teaching or administrative staff. There 
are policy decisions which may confront the presi
dent with embarrassing dilemmas. The strain im
posed by this part of the job can be more fatiguing 
than any drudgery connected with routine duties. 

If relaxation is welcomed as a change from the 
serious side of college administration, no one should 
be surprised. Through social contacts with students 
and faculty, and through whatever home life is 
possible in a busy schedule, a university president 
may find a corrective for the wearing effect of 
burdensome tasks. Perhaps his ability to find relief 
in this way is the secret of a sustained buoyancy 
that has been evident throughout Dr. Walters' 
career. 

Going to a faculty picnic. Professors' wives are Mrs. Raleigh 
Sharrock, left, and Mrs. Walter A. Baude. 
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Apple-polishing Day at U. C. Student is Miss Lorraine 
Lakeman. 

Getting acquainted with a grandchild. 



President and Mrs. Walters chaperon a University Prom. 

A UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT'S PHILOSOPHY 

In numerous addresses and reports Dr. Walters stated his views concerning 
the meaning and purpose of higher education. Not as a formally prepared con
fession of faith but as a representative collection of general principles, the fol
lowing extracts express his attitude toward a variety of policy matters. It is 
fitting that these statements should be presented here in his own words. 

"The educated person has a healthy 
skepticism, which implies clear thinking 
and freedom from gullibility. It is a 
skepticism at once deeper and more tem
pered than the cynicism of the over
educated. It is balanced by an idealism 

that is not dreamy or sentimental but in
telligent and realistic." 

-FROM A COMMENCEMENT AD
DRESS, "TO THE GRADUATES OF A 
TRANSITION YEAR," UNIVERSITY OF 
CINCINNATI, JUNE 10, 1933. 



"A university should be an institution 
where reason is applied to ideas and 
where the constant search is for the truth 
that makes men free ... Academic book
keeping, or the rating of students by 
accumulation of credits and grades does 
not represent a true measure of educa
tion. A proper goal for the student is to 
study fewer subjects and to learn them 
well." 

-PRESS INTER VIEW FOLLOWING 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS APPOINT
MENT, APRIL 25, 1932. 

"' 
"Ideas precede material progress. So

ciety is well repaid for granting young 
men and women four years of freedom 
from economically productive work for 
their higher education. The benefits of 
this training are seen not only in the con
tributions made to science and industry, 
but in the rewards that come to educated 
people as individuals. By gaining cultural 
richness at this stage the students are 
prepared for mature lives characterized 
by zest, dignity and beauty of the spirit." 

-FROM AN ADDRESS, "DOES 
HIGHER EDUCATION PAY?" AT A WEL
COMING DINNER GIVEN BY THE CIN
CINNATI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
DECEMBER 15, 1932. 

'" 
"In talks before our students and 

groups of parents I have pointed out that 
no public institution of learning should 
advocate any specific religious doctrine. I 
have emphasized that there is no proved 
theory of science or philosophy that 
should make our higher education irre
ligious. The non-professional curricula of 
the University present the broadly spirit
ual aspects of knowledge along with the 
cultural and scientific. Because the Uni-

versify does not and should not advocate 
specific religious doctrine, we cal/ upon 
the religious forces of the City to supply 
such doctrine to students of various 
faiths." 

-FROM AN ADDRESS AT THE UNI
VERSITY, FEBRUARY 2, 1935. 

'" 
"In the future of the social sciences it is 

the function of a university to teach its 
students to know conditions, past and 
present, and to develop habits of calm and 
disciplined thinking. In economics the 
modern university should share with na
tional institutes the research function, 
non-partisan in its approach and scientific 
in its detachment and thoroughness." 

- FROM A REPORT TO THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS, DECEMBER 26, 1935. 

'" 
"Over and beyond our interests as 

plain citizens, we students and teachers 
have a particular concern about Commu
nism, and how it affects higher education. 
... The Soviet Communist doctrine of 
revolution by force poses a tremendous 
peril to liberty throughout the world ... 
Typical of the Communist attitude toward 
freedom of thought is the action officially 
taken by Russia regarding acceptance of 
the theories of the biologist Lysenko. As 
Dr. Julian Huxley points out, the crucial 
issue is whether science shall continue the 
pursuit of knowledge, or whether it shall 
be subordinate to political theory. This 
challenge comes home to scholars through
out the free world. By its very nature a 
university must. have unfettered freedom 
of thought and utterance." 

- FROM A CONVOCATION ADDRESS 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI, 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1950. 
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