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ISAAC M. WISE. 

[Delivered at the Commencement of the Cincin
nati University, June 19, 1884.] 

Lad1:es and Gentlemen, Graduates 
of the Cincinnati University: 

The Faculty and the Board of 
Trustees of this University ap
pointed me to laureate and congrat
ulate you on this your gala day, 
your commencement, your day of 
transition from the school of youth 
to the school of practical life; and 
I do congratulate you on the suc
cess you have achieved in this seat 
of learning, whose representative on 
this occasion will laureate you by 
the diplomas which you will receieve 
in testimony of the degrees of honor 
and distinction which your Alma 
Mater bestows upon you with ma
ternal satisfaction. She sends you 
away from her fostering care with 
the consciousness of having be
stQwed upon you her best treasures, 
which secure to you a rank among 
the highest educated classes of our 
country; she dismisses you with 
the hope that you will ever make 
the best U"E' of these treasures to 
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your happiness and the blessing of 
your fellow- men, and never forget 
you!,' generous Alma Mater, your 
teachers and the friends of your 
youth, whose hearts are with you, 
whose pride and hope are upon you. 

Permit me, my good friends, to 
.add to all the lessons of wisdom you 
have received in your long and tedi
ous tour through the various school 
rooms the brief admonition by the 
wisest king of his generation. He 
adviPed all men who chose the path 
of life leading to human perfection: 
"Say to wisdom, thou art my sister, 
and call understanding thy chosen 
friend." Let this beloved sister, and 
this dear friend, whom you have 
learned to know and to love, be your 
chosen companions, your counsel
lors, your guardian angels in all vi
cissitudes of life; for there is noth
ing besides your God, more true, 
more faithful, more reliable than 
those two generous companions. 

Iimaginethat this was the motto of 
the University in Jerusalem in those 
days, if there was such or a similar 
institute. If there was none, this 
should nevertheless be the motto of 
every university. In letters of gold 
it should greet the eyes of every stu
dent from the portals of his school, 
"Say to wisdom, thou art my sister, 
and call understanding thy chosen 
friend;'' because it contains the sub
stance of the entire curriculum and 
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the method to master it with ease 
and pleasure. 

Wisdom is a generic term which 
comprises all philoi:;ophical disci
plines, the mind's cogitation and 
cognition, the mind's knowledge of 
mind, individual and universal, 
together with all the utterances, 
manifestations and demonstrations 
which unite mind to mind in the 
sublime consciousness of human 
ideality. This one word. "wisdom," 
as a translation of its Hebrew orig
inal, Chachmah, comprises besides 
the moral and practical excellencies, 
all philosophical and philological 
disciplines; all aspects of theology, 
ethics and :cesthetics ; all branches 
of jurisprudence and history, to
gether with all other specialties of 
the mind's knowledge of mind in its 
manifestations of jdeality, individ
ual or universal, human or divine. 
All of them are the same in kind, 
closely allied, rising from the same 
internal source of human nature, 
rings of one chain, the golden chain 
of man's distinction and superior
ity above all sublunar creaturee. 

I beg pardon of the professors and 
students of mathematics, that I do 
not clasl"ify that exact science under 
the category of "wisdom." It is 
admitted that mathematics is logic 
applied to the relations of quanti
ties, as physics and chemistry are 
logic applied to the relations of 
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quality. Inasmuch, however, as 
they are " logie applied,'' they be
long to the category of understand
ing, the departments of science and 
art, concerning which I will make a 
few remarks. 

I also beg pardon of all professors 
and students of the fine art.s, the 
favorites of the Muses, the beloYed 
offspring of Genius, who represent 
the beauties, the charms, the har
mony and the poesy of this monoto
nous world of realities transformed 
in the crucible of human ideality. 
The fine arts are resthetics applied 
to the relations of forms, sounds, 
colors and motions; hence they be
long to t-he category of understand
ing, and have their source in the 
emotional nature of man, inasmuch 
as emotion, like conscience, is un
conscious understanding. The fine 
arts are flowers, they charm the 
senses. The Muses amuse; they 
please, refine and edify. They are 
beautiful sunbeams of that great 
luminarv whose name is wisdom, 
from which proceed the light and 
heat for the life of humanity. 

Understanding is the generic term 
which compriseB all disciplines of 
science and art, basing upon obser
vation, experience and experiment, 
sensual perception and ocular dem
onstration, classified into species 
and grouped into systems by internal 
or external criteria of similarity, 
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cry s tali zed into laws ever true, never 
failing, and combined to logical 
organisms. Science is the product 
of the practical understanding, 
which enables man to be the ruler 
of matter and its forces, and gives 
him dominion over the inferior be
ings of God's creation. The prac
tical arts are the executive powers 
of science, and become practical, in
deed, under the direction of science. 
Whatever the hands of man have 
pro.duced, which in thA aggregate is 
the practical side of all civilization, 
represents the monumental history 
of science, which is the pride of our 
century, the source of our wealth 
and prosperity, the triumph of hu
man ingenuity and the compass of 
philosophy and theology, to guide 
them upon the vast ocean of specu
lation to the secure harbor of facts 
and realities. 

You see, ladies and gentlemen, 
wisdom represents the wealth of 
ideality, the loftiest and most beau
tiful crown of glory which man can 
wear; it must be loved and cher
ished like a dear, sweet sister, for it 
is our own, our pride, our very soul, 
the nucleus of life, the I, the Ego, 
the Myself. Understanding com
prehends the treasures of reality, 
being outside of man himself, and 
must be sought, acquired, embraced 
and esteemed as a chosen friend, 
a guiding, helping, never-failing 
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friend, Wherever both of them co
operate, support i:.nd restrict, ad
vance and correct one another, there 
is produced that beautiful symmetry 
and harmony, the most perfect work 
of art, which alone deserves the 
glorious name of truth, which har
moniously unfolds the human ca
pacities into the charming centi
folious flower of accomplished man
hood and perfected wom.anhood. This 
is the power and object of education 
in the school and outside thereof. 
Therefor, I think that wise king 
bequeathed to posterity his quamt 
saying: "Say to wisdom, thou art 
my sister, and call understanding 
thy chosen friend." { 

Wherever these two elements of 
the human mind are developed and 
cultivated thus symmetrically and 
harmoniously, there is a university 
in the true sense of the term, where 
minds are raised from the individ
ual to the universal. Th!3refore, I 
imagine that must have been the 
motto of the University in Jerusa
lem, or, at least, ought to be the 
motto of every university. This is 
in the main the duty and function 
of the university. 

You, my eminent young friends, 
are graduates of the Cincinnati Uni
versity, whose eminent Rector and 
excellent corps of professors did un
doubtedly guide you upon this very 
path of harmonious wisdom and urt-
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derstanding, and introduce you into 
all departments of learning as far 
as they are accessible in any of the 
higheRt institutes of learning in this 
country. You have an excellent 
start; proceed, progress, onward, for
ward, and always on the same line of 
perfection. You have an excellent 
commencement. With this course 
of instruction which you have just 
closed, you can not only go with 
safety to any part of the world and 
be ·sure of a position in the best 
class of society, sure of material 
support, but also sure of moral 
and mental ripeness and independ 
ence: 

It doeR not appear to be popu-
larly known, or at least known and 
not fully appreciated, that Cincin
nati has one of the largest and most 
complete Universities in this coun
try, which, if conducted properly, 
will rank in a short time among the 
highest Reats of learning; as now 
our public school:;:, including our 
High Schools, rank among the fore
most in this land of free education. 
There are a number of medical col
leges with a fine reputation abroa~, 
which de .fure are pa;ts of the Um
versity. The same is the case on 
the other hand with the Law Col
lege over yonder; it is de .fure a part 
of the Cincinnati University. There 
is your College of Music, your Art 
Museum and Art School. There are 
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your theological colleges of various 
dAnominations, are they not all 
parts of the Cincinnati University? 
Unite them in one building and un
der one management and you have 
already one .of the greatest Uni ver
sities in this country. Those petty 
jealousies and personal considera
tions, those secondary questions of 
property and" who shall rule?" can 
not prevent our fellow-citizens from 
seeing, that by those divisions the 
progress of education is retarded, 
an(l in many cases pressed .to one
sided ness and perversion. Young 
men begin the study of medicine or 
law as they would begin to learn an 
ordinary trade, unprepared to reason 
logically, to think scientifically or 
to handle a subject methodically. 
Then they learn that which is abso
lutely necessary for the medical or 
legal profession without even the op
portunity of any scientific trn.ining, 
any classical or philosophical ac
quirements, so that young physi
cians who can not reason scientific
ally and young lawyers who can not 
speak logically, mere professional 
mechanics, in very riumerous cases, 
are sent forth and in such large 
numbers that competent men and 
scholars are put into the shade by 
the tricks and quackery of unculti
vated minds, who by sheer neces
sity are compelled to appeal to ig
norance and sensational manipula-
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tions. There is no wisdom in their 
understanding, and their professions 
stand below ordinary mechanics' 
trades in the estimation of fair
minded men. The same is the case 
perhaps in every one of those branch 
colleges. They lack the philosoph
ical, classical, scientific and histor
ical training which makes the scholar 
and gives to the professional man a 
respectable standing among the in
telligence of our people. 

It is an acknowledged maxim that 
man must first know himself in 
order to know and understand cor
rectly the nature, feelings, thoughts, 
hopes, wishes, ideals, wants, claims 
and rights of his fellow-men, all of 
which we can know only by com
parison and interpretation. Man 
must first know himself in order to 
appreciate the dignity and the high 
position of man among God's crea
tures. This knowledge of self, of 
human nature in general, which is 
the most eminent source of the 
highest virtues, is attained in the 
school of wisdom, by philof'ophical 
learninl!', historical research, philo
logical acquirements, which unfold 
the uoblest traits and capacities of 
the human character, enable a man 
to be a.citizen of the world, an ac
tive and beneficent brother of the 
human family and a self-conscious 
child of the Living God. WisJom 
unites one with God and man, as 
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the sister does unite him with the 
parental family; therefore, say to 
wisdom, thou art my sister. It is a 
mistake of modern utilitarians and 
realists that men should become one
sided specialists, and learn only 
that which promises bread and but
ter. It is that very mistake which 
makes so many incompetent and 
one-sided people, so many" cranks.'' 
Your branch colleges can educate, 
or rather train and drill, a one-sided 
bread-and-butter brigade. The Uni
Vflrsity can educate universal men. 
Whenever our fellow-citizens will be 
sufficiently impressed with this tru
ism, Cincinnati will have one of the 
greatest Universities in our country, 
the parts of which are already in 
existence; and here is the nucleus 
to unite the discordant elements in 
one eminent seat of learning, to the 
honor of our city and the benefit of 
the rising and coming generations; 
a nucleus established by the benev
olence and wisdom of the late 
Charles Mc.Micken and. the Rev. Sam
uel J. Browne, the generosity and 
wisdom of the people of Cincinnati, 
who taxed themselves voluntarily to 
support this University which cele
brates to-day her eleventh birthday 
and Seventh Commencement. 

Graduates, there is attached to 
your diplomas a special element of 
pride; they come from a free Uni
versity; here wisdom spoke to you, 
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I am your sister, and understanding 
called you chosen friends. Besides 
the idea of free government, it is 
the greatest idea of the American 
people to have free schools, and a 
university is no morr. than the in
dispensable fountain - head of all 
other schools. If you have no uni
versity you will have no teachers, 
no text-books and no schools, un
less you rely on importations from 
abroad, which is decidedly repug
nant to the feelings and pride of the 
American people. We want to be a 
Nation wiih a capital N, and an Au
tochthonic Na ti on, with both words 
capitalized. The University must be 
free. Talent and genius are Heav
en's free gifts, they must not be 
wasted, neglected or suppressed by 
any accidental lack of means to de
velop and utilize them. Talent and 
genius are the lights which Provi
dence sends to nations, to lead them 
onward and upward to prosperity 
and happiness. Develop and util
ize them properly, and they will lead 
you to prosperity and happiness; 
neglect or suppress them, and mis
ery is sure to follow. This is the 

r. great lesson which the Genius of 
History teaches us. Whoever is a 
patriot, a philanthropist, a sincerely 
religious man, must say to wisdom, 
thou art my sister, and call under
standing his chosen friend; must 
seek diligently the talent and genius 
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with which God has blessed our gen
eration, and offer them every oppor
tunity to develop and utilize them 
for the benefit of our country, the 
progress and fraternization of na
tions, the elevation and blessing of 
mankind. Talent and genius are 
not the children of wealth or the off
spring of a peculiar religious de
nomination; they are not in the 
blood, in the stock, in the cli
mate or in the food; they are free 
gifts of Heaven, and so must the 
University be free, free to all whose 
talent or genius entitles them to en
ter it, free of all tests and fantas
tical chicaneries, free in all its ar
rangements and plans and works. 
Your University is free, and this 
adds luster to the youthful beauty 
of your Alma Mater and her di
plomas. 

At this end of the nineteenth 
century, and in this city of Cincin
na.ti, retrogres5ion is improbable
almost impossible. The spirit and 
desire of our fellow-citizens are to 
make of this city a great metropo
lis, a Paris of America. There can 
be no metropolis without a corre
sponding university. All your fes
tivals are of a transitory nature. 
All your colleges of specialties can 
be imitated, and perhaps improved 
upon, in much smaller citiee. A 
university is a metropolitan institu
tic ~ , which gives to a city charactE)r, 
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reputation and attraction for thou
sands who seek the fountain-head of 
education. A metropolis must be 
inhabited by a metropolitan people, 
to which end you must have a 
metropolitan university. The vast 
majority of our people understand 
this well, and are willing to uphold 
and improve our educational estab
lishments, and take a just pride in 
their growth. If our rich people, 
our large property-holders and tax
payers object that it costs too much 
to uphold such costly institutions, 
they will, after all, find out that du
ties are connected with the right of 
possession. The right of possessing 
more than one's neighbors in
volves the duty of paying more 
and doing more for the bene
fit of the community, in which 
one possesses more than others. 
The millionaires of Cincinnati and 
vicinity ought to understand that it 
is their solemn duty to endow the 
University with a sufficient fund to 
establish a metropolitan institution, 
especially as the late Charles Mc
Micken generously set them the ex
ample. But if they should neglect 
to do their duty, this city, with its 
300,000inhabitants and its $200,000,-
000 of taxable property; this city, 
which has built up these excellent 
free institutions of public education, 
and this community, which spends 
hundreds of thournnds of dollars a 
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year for shows, and all that, to sus
tain its metropolitan character, 
will never be too poor or too nig
gardly to maintain also a met 
ropolitan University. If the rich 
are too rich, the poor will never be 
too poor to work and pay for the 
benefit'and progress of free institu
tions. Only momentarily this Uni
versity passes through a crisis. The 
rich do prevent the poor from obey
ing the law and keeping faith to 
pledges solemnly made, and the 
consequence is a financial crisis. 
The Rector has resigned, and you 
will not eVEiry month in the year 
find another Thomas Vickers to fill 
that position so eminently; and this 
is a calamity in my estimation. But 
this crisis can be momentary and 
transitory only. The honor of the 
city of Cincinnati is pledged to up· 
hold .and maintain a metropolitan 
University for all classes of our 
people; and it will always be done. 
Your Alma Mater will always be an 
honor to you, and so we expect that 
you will be an honor to her, and al
ways .remember her with gratitude 
and kindness. 

It being also my duty to say to 
wisdom, thou art my sister, there
fore, I stop here and say no more. 
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