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In the United States the present month witnesses the close of 
the academic year in more than five hundred institutions devoted 
to higher education, not including professional or technical schools; 
and, of course, not including the schools conducted by those who 
assume to have found a royal road to learning. In the collegiate 
departments of these institutions there have been engaged more 
than seven thousand professors and instructors. More than seventy 
thousand young men and women have been students in those de
partments. These numbers are only slightly in excess of those of 
other years. Largely exceeding these students in numbers are those 
who in academies, high schools, the preparatory departments, of 
colleges and in professional and technical schools, are striving for 
places among those whom, with emphasis, we call the educated. 

To what end? The pertinency of the inquiry will not be chal
lenged. In these institutions, educators are accurate and discrimi
nating in affirming the true object of education to be the discipline 
of the mind. '1hth a reiteration that is justified, but only by the 
importance of the truth, we have been told that we do not educate 
for the purpose of acquiring knowledge, but rather the ability to 
use knowledge; that encyclopedias and dictionaries arc to be used 
as books of reference, and not to be studied; that mathematics is 
not a system of mnemonics, but a science whose study benefits by 
increasing the capacity for concise and accurate reasoning more 
than by the knowledge it brings; that history is to be read, not to 
store the memory with incidents of its striking events, or with the 
numbers engaged and slain in decisive battles, but to comprehend 
the philosophy of causation and the conditions which have ad
vanced or retarded the progress of the race. 

It is not now thought that complete success in any profession 
is likely to be attained unless the acquisition of technical knowledge 
is preceded by the mental training which is necessary to its most 
efficient use. Only the ill-advised and the too-impatient think of 
attempting to become lawyers by transferring maxims and the 
statements of legal principles from books to the memory. Not only 
is this true, but the phrase, "the learned professions," is rapidly 
losing its significance. Those professions are no longer the inevi
table destiny of the college bred. Commercial, agricultural and 
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mechanical pursuits attract the educated in large numbers; and the 
discerning are quite convinced that in those pursuits ample prepa
ration is worth vastly more than its cost. In short, this is an age 
of preparation and education. 

What could be more natural than the expectation that a people 
so devoted to higher education, and so thoroughly appreciative of 
its true object, should be distinguished for the soundness of its 
thinking? Surely, these conditions are favorable to the ascendancy 
of the intellect over the emotions. Here is no place for the mob, 
nor for any form of violence, unless it be committed by those who 
are in revolt against these conditions and are generally recognized 
as criminals. These conditions authorize the expectation that 
every right will be enforced, every wrong redressed, every crime 
punished according to those orderly processes of inquiry, deliber
ation and decision, which in moments of calmness we have thought 
to be necessary to the ascertainment of the truth and to the protec
tion of innocence. A people skilled in the right use of knowledge, 
and informed of the errors and crimes of history, will not be ex
pected to repeat them. The relation of value to cost has been so 
conclusively taught by theory and demonstration that the edu
cated, surely, will furnish no disciples for those who teach, how
ever volubly, that a nation's wealth may be increased by an inex
pensive change of its form. The essential qualities of high char
acter are so obviously above the practicable requirements of legal 
enactments that, surely, the energies of scholars will not be wasted 
in attempts to enforce private virtues by means of public statutes. 
The necessary subordination of statesmanship to the laws of na
ture, and the consequent impotency of legislation to create new 
rights, are so manifest that no one who has learned to think will 
aid in conferring privileges upon some to the unavoidable spoliation 
of others. 

Are these realizations, or only reasonable expectations? Can it 
be affirmed that education is accomplishing its <:ommonly accepted 
purpose when that state which exhibits the lowest rate of illiteracy 
at the same time exhibits the extreme of legislation contrived to 
establish personal morals, and the most astonishing rejection of 
economic truths which all thoughtful men accept, and maintains 
statutes which, for the supposed advantage of debtors, accomplish 
the most shocking robbery of creditors? It is true that the statistics 
upon the subject of illiteracy do not distinguish between higher 
education and its lower grades, and the truth still holds that a little 
learning is a dangerous thing. But we can not truthfully deny that 
many college bred men and women disclose a painful inability or 
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an inexplicable unwillingness to use knowledge aright. There is 
at least one book on economics written by a member 0£ the faculty 
0£ one 0£ our universities, and said to be used as a text in others, 
which discloses a remarkable inability to assign effects to their true 
causes. It discloses as clearly that confused idea about the owner
ship 0£ property which gave occasion for the laws against larceny. 

College men, whatever may be their vocations, are very likely 
to be found participating in the discussion 0£ the political, eco
nomic and social problems, which for some years have occupied so 
prominent a place in the thoughts 0£ the people. The literature 0£ 
other ages is explored, and from Plato's Republic and More's Utopia 
are borrowed visions 0£ ideal bliss to be used in veiling the absurdi
ties 0£ a theory that a system 0£ taxation may enrich a people, and 
that the advancement 0£ all may be secured by the adoption 0£ 
governmental theories which destroy all hope 0£ advancement. 
How disappointing it is to those who confidently expect education 
to result in mental discipline, in the ability to use knowledge, to 
see and hear the veriest vagaries presented in English whose ex
cellence betokens scholarship. 

Burke has observed that the weakest reasoning is sometimes the 
most dangerous, because it is united with the strongest passions. 
The want 0£ proportion between the strength 0£ reasoning and its 
effects, is much increased i£ the £eelings involved relate to selfish 
interests or philanthropy or morals. The merest affectation of rea-
1Soning may carry crowds to the conclusion that they are entitled 
to the property 0£ others. People rendered hysterical by the as
cendancy 0£ the emotions over the intellect, may easily persuade 
themselves that prosperity comes, not by the constructive processes 
0£ peace and order, but by the destructive processes 0£ war and riot. 
Those inconsecutive mental operations by which emotional reform
ers persuade themselves and their audiences that a statute may be 
a universal solvent 0£ evil, and that youth need no longer be ex
posed to baneful allurements, are not reasoning. Who does not 
know that youth can not be more fatally allured than by the prom
ise 0£ a security which it will never find! Can sa£e conclusions be 
reached by denying or ignoring the inevitable and known condi
tions 0£ our growth and development? H it is true that the fittest 
survive, that there is no excellence without labor, will any one who 
has learned to think engage in movements designed to secure equal
ity 0£ conditions among the industrious and the idle, the careful 
and the profligate? "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" 
was not a curse. It prescribed a condition indispensable to the ad

vancement of the race. 
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It is true that a few collossal forti;mes have been acquired, and 
that some of them are offensiYely displayed. It is not true that 
these, in general, represent impositions upon the public. If some 
of them represent the exploitation of the private fortunes of the 
holders of a minority of the shares in large corporations, and if 
some are the result of undue adyantages over the public, can any 
process of honest thinking lead to any other conclusion than that 
legislation should preYcnt the accumulation of fortunes by such 
means? Are there not both bad morals and defective reasoning in 
the economic theories which infer the destruction of all fortunes 
from the rare instances of those which are wrongfully acquired? A 
policy long established and consistently' maintained, indicates the 
belief that the public good will be promoted by stimulating invent
ive talent by giving it for a limited number of years a monopoly of 
the proceeds of invention. If we offer such reward in good faith, 
and not with the fraudulent intention of withholding it, can we 
not repress our envy, even though now and then a fortune is ac
quired while thousands of laborers in the field of invention go 
wholly unrewarded? If it is really thought that the few fortunes 
resulting from these monopolies created by law are indicative of 
wrong done to society, the rational corrective must be found in the 
repeal of the laws of copyrights and patents. No other can be rec
onciled with either reason or common honesty. 

Cries against honestly acquired wealth sound especially ill in 
the circles of the educated. They indicate a vulgar over-estimate 
of the importance of riches as a source of happiness, and an envy 
incompatible with the largeness of character which learning de
velops in moral natures. They indicate, as well, incapacity for con
secutive and orderly thinking. Can one think that it is possible 
to devise a governmental policy, founded upon principle, which will 
give inviolability of title to a cottage, and expose a mansion to 
spoliation? Every policy that is not founded on principle is ca
pricious, and all capricious government is tyrannical. 

That the most shocking tenets of continental socialism are 
omitted from the avowed creeds of socialism in the United States 
and in England, i~ not because any one has discovered a principle 
suggesting their omission. If one's right to acquire and hold a 
home and other property is to be destroyed, what could be more 
natural or logical-indeed, what could be more merciful-than the 
destruction of the family, which is the most powerful incentive to 
the acquisition of property? The omissions referred to are but a 
concession to the less flexible morality of these nations. Yet it 
would require time and courage to point out the many concessions 
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to socif1lism which are made by the pulpit and the religious press, 

the especial guardians of morality. It is true that they are usually 

made when the intellect is passive and the emotions are clamorous. 

But these conditions serve only to secure the acceptance of con

clusions supported by the weakest reasoning, or affirmed without any 

reasoning whateYcr. They do not at all mitigate the tendency of 

moral and economic heresies to bring in their entire train of logical 

consequences. Among the Persians it is an adage that "he who 

says a must say b." 
It is not at all likely there will ever be a deliberate acceptance 

of those tribal relations of barbaric and semi-barbaric peoples from 

which civilization has redeemed us, and to which socialism invites 

us to return. The clanger to be apprehended is from the accumu

lated results of insidious errors whose natural consequences do not 

manifest themselves to the thoughtless. Within the last quarter 

of a century what labor and learning have been expended in efforts 

to learn something precise regarding the significance of heroic mon

uments typical of a once splendid, but now vanished, civilization! 

Virtue and wisdom have never established anything beyond the 

power of vice and folly to destroy it. No other faith could have 

less foundation in reason than that with which we hold to the 

necessary indestructibility of the institutions of society. It is per

haps because of that blind faith, rather than because we do not 

value them, that we subject our institutions to such frequent strains 

while we give vent to the dominant passions of the hour. 

It is not surprising nor discouraging that there are differences 

of opinion concerning questions in the approximate sciences; nor 

that upon subjects involving competing principles or the balancing 

of many opposing considerations, conclusions should be reached 

not according to the considerations of greatest weight. It would be 

expecting too much that conflicting interests should cease to meet 

in debate, or that opinions should not be affected by heredity and 

environment. It is inevitable that those of different mental and 

moral constitutions will come to different conclusions where there 

is rational ground for different conclusions. Facts indispensable to 

right conclusions may be obscure or even entirely unknown. Fields 

for further investigation and discussion are numerous and extensive. 

They invite conscientious scholarship and that entire toleration of 

opinion which is promotive of the most efficient inquiry. 

But, surely, there should be some truths so well established 

that they are entitled to serve as governing forces in all the move

ments of society; at least in all those in which the educated par

ticipate. It is credible that in the year 1870 there was in all France 
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011e man who, after cm·efully balancing the considerations involved, 
deliberately concluded either that a declaration of war against Ger
many was justifiable, or that the is~ue of such a war could be favor
able to France? It was as well known then as it is now that only 
the gravest reasons will justify the horrors of war, and it was per
fectly known that there existed no reason susceptible of statement. 
All history had demonstrated that superior generalship, better prep
aration, larger numbers and equal valor win battles. There re
mained a single lesson to be taught by that conflict. 'l'he sorrows 
endured and the lives lost by the defeated nation, and the enormous 
indemnity it has been compelled to pay, all point to the great peril 
to which a nation is exposed when it ceases to think. 

Is any one endowed with such intellectual faculties that he can 
reason to the conclusion that he enlarges his liberty by restricting 
his power to make contracts; or that he increases his usefulness to 
himself or to his family, or to society, by uniting with an organiza
tion which requires him to accept the standard of efficiency of its 
least efficient member; or that liberty or usefulness may be in
creased by legislation to accomplish these ends? 

The subject of municipal control is now stirring the feeling8 
and prompting the speech, not chiefly of the ignorant, but rather 
of those who may be classed among the educated. Has it really 
prompted their intellects to activity? The ground of complaint, 
precisely stated, is that those whom we choose to represent us in 
legislative bodies, and in the control of cities, do not exhibit the 
capacity and :fidelity necessary to guard our rights in the contracts 
which they authorize and make with the companies which serve the 
public; from which it results that the service is not commensurate 
with its cost. The subordination of the intellect plays havoc with 
facts as well as with logic. 'rhere is, however, in the subjects sug
gested, truth enough to entitle it to serious consideration. But has 
your attention ever been called to a mental operation, or to a series 
of mental operations, establishing, or conducted for the purpose of 
establishing, the lowest degree of probability that representatives 
of the same capacity and fidelity would furnish to the public a more 
satisfactory service if placed in its direct control? Is it not certain 
that there can be no improvement in the respect indicated except 
by the improvement of our representation? Actual experiment with 
municipal control might not make it clearer than it now is that we 
should realize from it nothing but the harm that would ensue from 
an irrational and dangerous extension of the functions of govern
ment. 

All forms and degrees of socialism are opposed to the legal and 
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economic systems under which real intellectual and material pro

gress has been made, and they are inimical to a high degree of civ

ilization. And when an American is invited to accept even the 

least revolting of its tenets, he should understand that he is invited 

to abandon constitutional government. There can be no place for 

these ill-considered declarations of continental agitators and de

structionists, in a state whose organic law gives perpetual confirma

tion to the inalienable rights of all men to acquire, possess and 

protect property; and affords an enduring guaranty that private 

property shall never be taken except upon compensation, and that 

it shall not upon any condition be taken for any but a public use. 

The foundation of these states is individualism. When they 

were founded it had been demonstrated that a popular majority 

may be the most malevolent, and the least responsible, of all tyrants. 

Therefore, the individual, and the individuals composing a minor

ity, were elevated to a position of right and security which they had 

never before occupied-which they do not now occupy in any other 

land. The conception of constitutional government which has been 

developed here, is in direct opposition to the omnipotence of the 

majority which distinguishes parliamentary government. The 

rights embraced within the guaranties referred to are in no sense 

subject to the rapacity or the opinions of a majority. The property 

of the individual is not subservient to the good of the larger num

ber, but only to the good of all. 

Into this system of organic laws were gathered the fruits of 

the statesmanship and the valor of the century of Magna Charta, 

and of all the centuries which followed it. These fundamental 

principles were derived from a profound study of the experiences 

of many generations. They were formulated in days of calmness 

and serious thoughtfulness. In all such days to come they will be 

reaffirmed. 
The initiative and the referendum now engage much of the 

attention of the most thoughtful in England and upon the conti

nent. The evils which it is there sought to avert by these means 

ensue naturally from the absence of constitutional provisions re

straining legislative power, or commanding itS' exercise, and estab

lishing the rights of in<lividuals and minorities. But why should 

these subjects be treated as of practical importance here? Atten

tion to the mandatory and restraining pro.visions which were placed 

rin onr constitutions by the founders of these states shows that, 

with wonderful prescience, they anticipated by a century all that 

is really useful in the initiative and referendum. No approximately 

complete statement of the varied benefits which we have derived 
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from these organic instruments could be so simple as to fall short 
of panegyric. 

Arc these benefits unknown to average scholarship or unap
preciated by it? If they are known and appreciated, why is it that 
there is not, under all circumstances, unanimity of assent that these 
provisions shall continue their beneficent functions of thwarting 
greed, perpetuating liberty, conserving individual rights, and pro
tecting the fruits of industry from destruction by transient passions. 

The explanation of this, and of other plainly irrational social 
movements arnl conditions, must be found in intellectual subjection, 
which may be regarded as a defect in education, because it prevents 
the right use of knO\rledge. What calamity may not be appre
hended when the members of an official body 0£ high authority ap
proach the ostensible consideration, certainly the final determina
tion, of momentous public questions, with intellects prostrate be
fore the emotions as reeds lie before storms! Water refracts the 
rays of light, and all things appear distorted to eyes that are filled 
with tears. Good fortune mnst indeed attend a nation which 
makes any degree of progress when the roles · of statesmen and re
formers are taken by those whose minds arc soggy with emotions. 

Morals and philanthropy are subject to the rule that every 
movement to be really llSeful must be rational. It is not within 
the attainable results of education to eradicate the conceit that one 
is serving the cause of morals when he is only declaiming cant, or 
that he is engaged in a work of philanthropy when he drawo1 so 
lurid a picture of a wrong as to divert his own attention and that 
of others from the unreasonableness of the remedy which he pro
poses? 

Language is not more appropriate to the communication of 
thought than to the expression 0£ feelings and desires. In child
hood it is used exclusively for these purposes. Can nothing more 
effective be done to avert the inveteracy of the infantile habit? Is 
there no way to terminate the license of educated talkers and elocu
tionists to shame education by permitting the illiterate to excel 
them in common sense and in usefulness? Must every one who 
enters college with an hysterical diathesis bear it away with him? 
Is it inevitable that the minds of some, if trained at all, must be 
trained for the more efficient serYice of the pas5ions instead of for 
their mastery? 

Certainly, tho role of the objector is easy; ana all commenda
tion should be reserved for the educators who develop in eYery stu
dent submitting to their influence and passing through the cur
riculum which they prescribe, a larger increase of capacity for the 
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right use of knowledge. 'I'hat is the avowed object of education. 
One faithful teacher after another has told us so from our childhood 
until now. No other method of accomplishing the necessary end 
is suggested. · 

With the exception only of the obvious dangers of a little 
learning, it may be broadly affirmed that the general influence of 
,education is toward the ascendancy of the intellect. This is es
pecially true of higher education. If now and then a professor's 
chair is occupied by an emotionalist, his career is likely to be brief. 
It is beyond dispute that college men and women have contributed 
powerfully to the forces that have borne us forward, though slowly 
and intermittently, in the direction ;indicated by reason and ex
perience. Of this fact the nation has had occasion for grateful ap
preciation. What is to be regretted is that college influences are 
not enjoyed by yet larger numbers, and that they are not effective 
in a larger degree and upon a larger portion of those whom they 
reach. The cause of the failures we note must lie with the students 
rather than with the instructors or the cuniculum. This would 
seem to be established by the numbers who have gone forth from 
college, with the intellects not only sharpened but broadened and 
ascendant. 

Whatever may be thought of the evils of manhood suffrage, it 
may as well be admitted that tbe~· are exceeded by its benefits. It 
is immovably fixed in our sydem. \Ye have long been fond of pro
claiming that we offer an asylum to the oppre~Fed of all nations; 
and the implied invitation ha~ been accepted b? millions. We did 
not for many years seriouslY doubt our capacitv to assimilate all 
the unthinkingness we had, and all which might come to us. Such 
doubts as might be suggested were rejected aF unpatriotic because 
they started questions as to -the efficiency of the rudimentary educa
tion of the common schools. We have, however, seen that those whose 
mindf' are inclined to social phantasms become more mischievous 
and less tractable "·hen they htJYe learned to read and write, unless 
they have learned much more. They are ready recipients and active 
disseminators of the pitying nonsense of Progress and Poverty, and 
,of the abstruse ignorance of the Financial School. They are natural 
victims of mendacious journalism. They are able to employ their 
minds perpetually with schemes of government which are to com
bine security to life and property with license to destroy them, and 
to make that which is highly valuable easily obtainable. These, 
and others of like diathesis, whether untaught or self-taught, com
pose a section of society large enough to start a,pprehension. 

In what esteem should they be held who join them after being 
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admitted to learning's inner temple? Does folly approximate wis
dom when uttered in sentences which. may be parsed? Is it with 
no ulterior purpose that we learn to solve more difficult problems 
or acquire languages other than our own? Are scientific attain
ments to end in the shop or the laboratory? Do we study logic for 
the diabolical purpose of propagating falsehood more effectively? 
Will one whose soul is not already lost, acquire an attractive style 
to the end that he may more fatally beguile his fellows from the 
truth? 

Education creates a nobility, and the special obligation of the 
noble is a proverb. Whenever a comparison may be invited it must 
be to the great disparagement of a people that "doth not consider." 
It is only with the inconsiderate that knowledge is limited to ex
perience. It is the part of minds that are both disciplined and re
flective to deduce and apply the less easily comprehended truths 
which distinguish the higher forms of civilization. Such civiliza
tion has not-can not have-other origin. It is a fruit whose blos
som preceded it by centuries. Arts have been lost; but it represents 
what remains of the accumulated achievements of generations of 
thinkers and doers who observed patiently, considered deeply and 
wrought constructively. The nature and value of what has been 
lost are subjects of interesting speculation. But all the subtrac
tions that have been made from the sum of human achievements, 
were made by the reactions of those historic periods when ignorance 
and passion occupied the seat of reason. Such periods will recur. 
Demagogues, emotionalists and agitators will lead excited multi
tudes to resent the restraints which are essential to the most benefi
cent systems, and to check and disturb the orderly and conservative 
processes which alone establish results that are desirable and en
diiring. If such ignoble leadership and scarcely less ignoble follow
ing were left to the ignorant, there would at least be less of outraged 
propriety. 

It is to the preservation of the best we have in civilization, and 
to the attainment of the best we can conceive, that scholarship is 
summoned. No service could be more dignified or honorable. It 
requires that conquest of unrivalled splendor, the mastery of self. 
It invokes the spirit which perseveres through the quiet of monoto
nous years, and the serenity which the most exciting conditions 
can not disturb; the patience which finds the truth, though deeply 
hidden, and the tenacity which adheres to it, whatever may allure, 
and above all that conspicuous ascendency of the intellectual pow
ers which dignifies character, honors scholarship and vindicates the 
philanthropy which founds and supports institutions of learning. 
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