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INVOCATION 

Given by the Rev. John Howard Melish, at the Graduation Exercises, 

June 12, !900. 

God, our Father, we come into Thy presence at the close of 
another year. We must ask Thy forgiveness for our failure to 
grasp Thy truth, for our want of gratitude for the truth we have 
grasped, for the way we have used and misused the opportunities 
which Thou hast given to teacher and to student to see more 
deeply into 11ature, man and Thy own exhaustless Being. God 
pardon us, and notwithstanding our dulness and sin, keep ever 
before us the vision of Thy infinite truthfulness. 

We thank Thee, our Father, for the privileges Thou hast 
given to us through this our University, for the friendships, the 
"knowledge, the training of mind and body. Help us never to 
lose sight of the responsibilities which accompany these privileges. 

May the young men and young women who leave these halls this 
clay, enter upon their several callings in the spirit of service. May 
they go to their fellow-men with their broader vision and deeper 
insight and consecrate all that they have and know and are to 
the upbuilding of their city and their country. 

Direct us, 0 Lord, in all our doings and especially in the 
exercises of this commencement clay, with Thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with Thy continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may glorify Thy 
holy name, and finally by Thy mercy obtain everlasting life. We 
ask it in the name of the best that we know, Jesus Thy Son. 
Amen. 



Introductory Remarks by President Ayers. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It is an old and happy custom of the Universities in this 

and other lands to preserve in marble, in painting, and in 

stained glass windows the lineaments of their benefactors 

and educational leaders. Their halls are the permanent 

resting places of these precious reminders of the great and 

noble men and women who have esteemed education and culture, 

physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual, the greatest boons 

0£ mankind. 

'Four years ago this University saw the beginning of its col

lection of the portraits of its friends and eminent patrons of edu

cation, when the masterly painting of Dr. Comegys was hung ; 

this hall. To-clay we are privileged to make three additions to 

the collection, the portrait of one of Cincinnati's noblest women, 

another of her generous husband, an eminent financier, and a 

third the portrait of a former chairman of the Board of Direct

ors of this University. 

It affords us great pleasure to have presented to this Uni

versity, on behalf. of the donors of Cunningham Hall, these beaut 

ful portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Briggs S. Cunningham, whose deep 

interest in the welfare of this University is evidenced to all by 

the commodious and appropriate home of science, which bears 

their patronym. The building and its fixed equipment was giver 

by her whose delight it was to study in these halls. She gave, 

well knowing from observation, the great needs of the University 

(4) 
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m furthering its grand educational work. Though cut off by 

death before her plans could be realized, they were not thereby 

delayed. Mr. Cunningham has completed what death would 

seemingly have prevented. 

It is_ well for us, and for future generations, that these por

traits shall take their place, side by side, in these halls of learning, 

silent, bnt expressive and enduring memorials of two wise friends 

of this University, and patrons of science, letters, and the. arts. 

Blessed with material possessions, they knew how to make them, 

without ostentatious display, the means of increasing the spiritual 

and intellectual mastery of man over nature-the grandest worl 

the human mind may undertake. For all time to come there will 

flow from this cherished fountain of learning, created by them in 

this hall of science, devoted, as it is, to the study of nature, ai 

ever-broadening stream of increased knowledge of the Spirit 

which moves in all and through all-which is the Cause of all 

things. This they accomplished by providing for the study of 

nature in Physics and Biology. Their portraits will adorn these 

walls and ever keep watch over the growth and prosperity of this 

University, and when we shall have become but memories they will 

still keep their vigil and point the upward way to the inexperienced 

and inquiring youth who shall gather here from all quarters of 

the earth, seeking to learn how to live for the betterment of 

humanity. Major Frank J. Jones will present these portraits to 

the University. Many eminent men have given freely and abund

antly from their intellectual stores, to build up our institutional 

life and have stimulated their fellow-citizens by their words and 

examples to greater deeds in the cause of higher education. 

Among these none has done more than the Honorable Samuel 

F. Hunt, whose portrait is now before you. It is our privilege 

to receive this fine memorial of our eloquent benefactor through 

Dr. Chas. A. L. Reed, who will now address you. 



Address by Dr. Charles A. L. Reed 

On presenting a portrait of Hon. Sam'l F. Hunt to the University, at the 

Commencement Exercises, June 12, 1900. 

It is eminently appropriate that the University should not 

only preserve a record of those who labor in its behaJf, but, by 
means of the sculptor's chisel and the limner's brush, should seek 

to perpetuate, as far as possible, the personality of its promoters 
and benefactors. It was in this spirit that the Board of Directors 

a few years ago inaugurated a movement to secure for the Uni
versity the portraits of those who have or who may serve as pre

siding officers of that body. In response to these soli<;itations 
Dr. and Mrs. James F. Heady have generously donated the ex
cellent portrait that it is now my great pleasure , in their name, to 
present to you-a portrait of the Honorable Samuel Furman 
Hunt. 

Our Pantheon can grant a niche to none more justly than 
to Judge Hunt. He it was who as presiding officer of the Senate 
of the State of Ohio secured the enactment, in 1870, of the law 
uy which the University became possible. Two years later he 

accepted a membership in the Board of Directors, the last and 
essential act in the creation of which was the affixing of his own 

official signature. In 1879 he was called to preside over that 
body and continued to discharge the duties of that office with un

failing tact and unflinching industry during the succeeding eleven 
years. When, in 1890, he was elected to the Superior Court a 

part of the duties of which was and is to appoint the Directors of 
lG) 
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~he University, he felt that he could no longer consistently hold 

a membership in the latter body and, despite the entreaty of 

friends of the University, persisted in following his own exalted 

sense of duty. In the exercise of the appointing power, to which 
he now succeeded, he, however, continued during the next nine 

years to exert a powerful influence upon the affairs of the Uni

versity. His vigilance in this regard was constant, and I have a 

recollection of having been called to task by him on more occa

sions than one for having failed to be present at a meeting. Iii 

this particular he, himself, was unfailing, and during the eleven 

years of his chairmanship of the Board he never failed to pre

side at a meeting, on occasions traveling hundreds of miles to 

meet what he always recognized as a prior and imperative en

gagement. 

Judge Hunt's industry and vigilance were not restricted to 

a perfunctory discharge of duties in the chair. It is to be 

recorded that it was in consequence of his initiative and skilful 

diplomacy that the present superb site in Burnet Woods was se

cured to the University. Always a graceful and accomplished 

orator, he on more occasions than one gave the friends of the 

University occasion to feel proud of him who spoke in behalf of 

their institution. Two of his addresses in particular must ever 

be recognized as substantial and permanent additions to the litera

ture of the University-I allude to the one on Charles McMicken, 

delivered in 1892, and the other delivered on the occasion of lay

ing the corner-stone of the University in 1894. 

It is to be recorded with satisfaction that the University has 

already expressed appreciation .of Judge Hunt's superb attain

ments by bestowing upon him its academic honors, that of LL. D. 

in 1890, and that of L. H. D. -in 1895-it being the only instance 

in the history of the institution in which the latter degree has been 

conferred. 
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The portrait which in the name of the donors I have the 
honor, through you, to present to the l.Jniversity, is from the easel 

of our distinguished fellow townsman, Mr. \Vebber. The artist, 

with great appropriateness, has selected the laying of the corner

scone of the University in 1894, as the event to be commemorated 
by his canvass, and has represented Judge Hunt in the act of 
delivering his historic oration on that occasion. The superb 

painting which comes to us through the generosity of its donors 

has, therefore,a double value. In tendering it to you, Mr. Chair

man, I am conscious of giving to the present and to succeeding 

[enerations the memento of one whose whole active life has been. 

and is a manifestation of interest in the University, and who will 

some day, I hope far distant, have inscribed upon our scroll 

of immortality his completed record as a lawyer, legislator, jurist, 
orator, scholar, and distinguished citizen of the great Republic. 



Chairman Kuhn's Response. 

Dr. Reed, Mr. President, and Ladies and Gentle1;ien: 

When the future historian of the University of Cincinnati 
comes to write its history he will find one of the most, if not the 

most, conspicuous personalities identified with its origin and early 
growth to be that of the eminent scholar, statesman and jurist 
whose magi_1ificent portrait is presented to us to-day. 

When it was found that by reas.on of adverse litigation over 
the estate of Charles McMicken in the South, where much of his 
property was located, the remainder of his gift seemed to be im
periled because insufficient to accomplish the generous purposes 
projected in his will towards the founding of an institution of 
higher learning in this city, General Samuel F. Hunt sprang to 

the brt:acl~ that was beginning to appear, and, almost. unaided, 
had passed by the General Assembly of Ohio, of which he was 
then a member, the laws by which the City of Cincinnati was made 
the Trustee of any funds that had been or might be given by gen
erously disposed benefactors for the purpose of aiding the cause 
of higher education, a!'1d in that way made possible the consoli
dation and amalgamation of funds which of themselves could 
not accomplish the hopes of the donors, but which, when united, 
could and would accomplish wonders. 

In those acts of the Legislature are to be found the beginnings 
of the University of Cincinnati. After it began its somewhat 
precarious career in r871, General Hunt was appointed to the 
Board of Directors, and soon became its chai rman and learling 

(D) 
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spirit, where, by his eloquence, his culture and his lofty ideals, he 

did yeoman's work for the upbuilding of what to-day gives prom

ise to become what its founder so fondly dreamed it should-one 

of the foremost educational institutions in the land. 

He remained chairman of the Board until called by the man

·c1ate of his fellow-townsmen to grace the bench of that court 

which is vested by law with the appointing power over the gov

erning body of the University, when his delicate sense of honor 

impelled him to resign the trust he had so long and so inimitably 

administered, thereby causing an irreparable loss to the directory. 

and to the University, from which it will be slow in recovering. 

To quote himself on himself: "May his life be prolonged 

until it fills a century," and may it be rounded out with the un

clouded peace and quietude which follow upon noble deeds well 

done. 

And now, in the name and on behalf of the Board of Direc

tors, I take the very greatest pleasure in accepting this beautiful 

portrait, which, with the others accepted to-clay, shall be hung 

in the new Library building, there to repose until such time as a 

Memorial Hall shall be erected by one of the public-spirited citi

zens of this city, in which may be sacredly kept the portraits of 

our benefactors and distinguished friends. And to the donors of 

this beautiful portrait, Doctor and Mrs. James F. Heady, I desire 

to extend, in this public way, the acknowledgements and the grat

itude of the Board of Directors for their splendid gift. 



Address of Frank J. Jones 

In presenting to the University of Cincinnati the portraits of Briggs S. 

Cunningham and Susan Evans Cunningham, his wife, 

Commencement Day, June J2, 1900. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Board of Directors of the 
Universit:>' of Cincinnati: 

On the 21st day of September, 1898, our esteemed fellow
citizen, Mr. Briggs• S. Cunningham, with a spirit of com
mendable liberality, gave the large and magnificent sum 

of sixty thousand dollars for the erection of the south wing of the 
University Buildings, as a token of esteem on the part of his 
lamented wife and himself. In accepting this generous gift, the> 
Directors of the University expressed their high appreciation of 
this great benefaction in language which conveyed their cordial 
and sincere regard for him and their just appreciation of the very 
worthy purpose for which this princely donation was given. 

The building is now finished, and during the coming fall 
term will be occupied by the Departments of Biology and Physics. 
It stands conspicuously in close contact with the other new Uni
versity buildings on a commanding hill in this beautiful park, 
\vhere it will never be hid from public view. In honor of Mr. 
Cunningham and his beloved wife, it is now known and desig
nated as " Cunningham Hall," and for all time to come it will 
be devoted to the grand and noble purposes of higher education 

(11) 
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in those branches of the sciences which will be taught within its 
walls. The name of Cunningham will ever appear on our roll 
of honor with the honored names of Charles ::\IcMicken, Samuel 

Browne, Matthew Thoms, John Kilgour, Henry Hanna, William 
A. Proctor, Asa Van Wormer and David Sinton, as well as others 

who have ennobled themselves by their generous benefactions 

to this institution of learning. We delight in extolling them for 
the good they have clone-their example is worthy of emulation. 

And now, gentlemen, Mr. Cunningham desires to give u: 
another and additional proof of his sincere interest in this Gni · 

versity, and I am authorized and instructed by him to present to 
the University of Cincinnati these beautiful and excellent por 

traits of himself and his beloved wife. A gift I know we will 

cordially appreciate and prize as among our most valued treas

ures. I can not refrain from expressing my own personal gratifica
tion, at this time, upon our 'Cniversity beii1g made the favored 

recipient of these works of art, and I sincerely hope the walls of 
this honored institution will some clay be decorated with the por

traits of all those noble men who have contributed from their 

abundant means, or have devoted their valuable time to its growth, 
development, and improvement, so that the students and all others 
identified with, or interested in, the progress and welfare of the 

University may be constantly made familiar with the faces of our 
1 <:-spected benefactors. And in doing so we will be following the 

worthy example of other great institutions of learning in this 

and other countries. It is well said we can study the history of 
England's greatness by looking at the portraits of her great am 
famous men which are hanging on the walls of old Oxford and 

Cambridge. So let it be in our case: and I verily believe our 
Pniversity, although now young in years, will so~e clay exert 

a pov.rerful influence for good, in this community and in this 
country at large, little dreamed of in our clay. 
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;-Jow, in behalf of onr generous donor, I take very much 
pleasure in requesting you to receive these beautiful portraits and 

to preserve them with extreme care as gifts especially entrusted 
to the Directors of the University of Cincinnati. 

I am confident they will be admired and will be received with 
the same cordiality with which the donation has been made. 



Chairman Kuhn's Response. 

1V!ajor Jones, Mr. President, and Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I esteem it a very rare privilege to be permitted, on behalf and 

in the name of the Board of Directors of the University of Cincin

nati, in the presence of this assembled audience, to receive these 

btautiful portraits of two of the noble benefactors of our insti

tution. Their philanthropic generosity has given us the stately 

south wing of the University, which has been named, in their 
honor, Cunningham Hall. 

I can imagine no worthier or more widely-reaching act of 

J.;hilanthropy than the endowing of an institution of higher learn 

ing. Especially is this true of one so uniquely circumstanced as 

is the University of Cincinnati, where the children of the citi

zens of our city, rich or poor, may be educated in philosophy, the 

sciences, and the arts, absolutely without charge, thus bringing 

within the reach of the sons and daughters of the humblest of 

our citizens the inestimable boon of a higher education. N c 

other city in the world affords to its people such educational ad

vantages, absolutely free, as does the city of Cincinnati. And 

it has all been made possible by the noble munificence of the 

long line of benefactors, beginning with Charles McMicken and 

including the honored names of Matthew Thoms, David Sinton, 

Henry Hanna, Asa Van Wormer, William A. Proctor, and Mr. 

and Mrs. Briggs Cunningham, as well as of Samuel J. Browne, 

John Kilgour, Nicholas Longworth, Moses F. "Wilson, and of 
Eugene F. Bliss. 

(14) 
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All honor to the noble men and women who, by their benc 

factions, have made the University what it is. Without their 

aicl the dream of Charles McMicken could never have been real

ized, but with it and with the aid of others of our public-spirited 

citizens still to be heard from, it will be not only possible, but 

extremely probable that there shall be established and maintained 

an institution of learning in this city in which instruction in the 

higher branches of knowledge may be taught in the same man

ner and to the same degree that they now are in any of the col

leges and universities of the higher grade in the land. 

What John Howard, Elihu Yale, Ezra Cornell, Mr. am7 

l\Irs. Leland Stanford, John D. Rockefeller and Marshall Field 

have done for Harvard and Yale, Cornell, the Leland Stanford 

University, ancl the University of Chicago, that have Charles 

:1iicMicken, David Sinton, Henry Hanna, Matthew Thoms, Asa. 

Van Wormer, W. A. Proctor, Mr. and Mrs. Briggs Cunningham, 

and the others accomplished for the University of Cincinnati. 

Long after they shall have passed away their names and their 

deeds will live in the memory of a grateful alumni, a very large 

part of whom would have been denied the priceless boon of a. 

higher education had it not been for the noble munificence of these 

honored men and women. 
May the good example so worthily set by them go on. It 

1s with an institution as with an individual : It must either ad

vance or retrograde; it can never stand still. And as long as. 

the University shall advance, so long will it need the aid and sup

port of its friends. 



VOLTAIRE. 

Baccalaureate Address of Joseph Wilby, Esq • 

• 

I have taken as the subject of this address \ ·oltaire, as a type 
of mind that has helped the world. 

Edouard de Pomerey, in his book entitled "Le Vrai Voltaire," 
describes him as the most virtuous man of his age, because he dicl 
the most good to his kind, and because there was in his heart the 
most burning love of justice and truth. Voltaire, he says, was 
the best Christian of his time. 

Each of the past centuries, as we are pleased to divide time 
and progress into centuries, has clone something toward the mak· 
ing of our century, whether for good or evil. 

Emerson, in his essay on " Education," refers to this as dis· 
tinguishing man from animals: 

"The animals that accompany and serve man make no progress as 
races. Those called domestic are capable of learning of man a few tricks 
of utility or amusement, but they can not communicate the skill to their 
race. Each individual must be taught anew. The trained dog ca.n not 
train another dog. And man himself in many races retains almost the 
unteachableness of the beast." 

• 
For myself, I am prepared to call this a good century; it h:iE 

brought more happiness to more people, is a better century to 
live in, than any other century. Its history can be read hereai:ter 

(ltiJ 
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with fewer blushes for human nature. It has contributed more 

real progress in those practical applications of science to the 

needs of man that have lengthened life and increased its happi

ness. 

But the nineteenth century would not have been possible, 

could not boast of its material progress and advance in knowledge, 

of its liberty, its free schools, and its sane, rational spirit, if it had 

not been for the eighteenth century, which did the work of 

breaking clown the tyranny of superstition, cruelty, and intol

erance. 

We are apt to fall into the habit of taking as a matter of 

course, or like manna dropped from the sky, the advantages 

which we to-clay enjoy. It is only on Fourth of July occasions that 

we stop to make a hasty calculation of what it cost the men who 

preceded us to bestow upon us political liberty, freedom of speech 

and such personal immunity as distinguishes us from Russia. So 

with respect to those mechanical agencies like the steam engine, 

the telegraph, and the telephone, the use of anesthetics, and many 

more familiar incidents of the present day, we are apt to leave 

unacknowleclg,ed the debt of the present generation to the labors 

of men who lived their day and are forgotten. 

In matters of education, therefore, it is proper, on an occasion 

-of this sort, that you young men and women who are to-clay taking 

diplomas and degrees of this University, after four years of stud 

within these walls, provided by the bounty of Charles McMicken 

and the City of Cincinnati, should, before going out into the 

world, give a passing thought to those whose labors in the last 

century made it possible that you should receive a liberal educa· 

tion, free from dogmatic limitations. It was not always true that 

a teacher could safely teach, or a scholar conld safely study, 

truth. The rirrht to maintain an honest mental conscience ha' 
b 

been slowly acquired, and is of recent date. One of the men 
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who prepared the way for such an education as you have re
ceived, was Voltaire, who dared to cross swords in the eighteenth 
century with obstinate prejudice, civil and ecclesiastical: and it 

required courage in those days to face this cruel dogmatism. 

"The truth takes flesh in forms that can express it, and thus in history 
an idea always overhangs like the moon, and rules the tide which rises 
simultaneously in all the souls of a generation." 

Emerson, Education. 

In Voltaire's day discovery in natural science, philology, 

or the history of mankind was condemned. Persons in author 

ity over books and schools and colleges exercised their power by 
resorting to imprison'.11ent, torture, and other cruel measures of 
oppression. It was a greater crime in those days to discover a 

new truth in science, and have it found in one's possession, than 

to be caught with stolen goods upon one's person to-day. Ex
cruciating forms of torture were then used for the purpose of per
suading a man to recant an honest difference of opinion. 

Almost every subject taught in this University, except per
haps mathematics in its various branches, bears, if you will look 

closely and trace its history back, the scars of crucifixion for the 

sake of truth of the di~coverers of each step in its development. 
The books which in the eighteenth century made the beginnings 

of genuine science were, many of them, written in banishment, 

1mblished by stealth, and often put their authors uehind prison 
bars. A new idea came into the world in those days, with an 

apology for itself, and with its life in its hands. Contrast the 
present, when prizes are offered by Universities for new discov

eries and for original research! To-day the Edisons, Pasteurs, 
Huxleys, Darwins, and Spencers outrank all the kings and 

queens of Christendom. In Voltaire's day they would have been 
put into the Bastile to be forgotten. 

It is easy enough for us to-clay to look with complacence 
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upon the more humane conditions which now surround us. We 

easily forget that the idea of the dignity of man, and that respect 

for humanity which shrinks from the torture of another fellow

being, even though he be a convicted criminal, is of modern ori

gin, and was slowly and reluctantly yielded to the courage and 

persistent preaching of men like Voltaire. 

You remember Lowell's lines: 

"Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne, 

Then to side with truth is noble, 
When we share her wretched crust, 

Ere her cause bring fame and profit 
And 'tis prosperous to be just." 

To-day we search for less painful methods to dispatch the 

murderer in the execution of his sentence. In Voltaire's time 
Dogmatism racked its brain to invent new tortures and fresh op

pression for the man caught red-handed with a new truth, how

ever peaceful his character and however great his integrity as a 

citizen. 
The abolition of slavery has become one of the accepted 

facts of the encl of this century, and meets with the approval of 

every right-minded man. And yet the men who first declaimed 

against the reproach of slavery suffered personal violence and 

social ostracism as the price of asserting the principle that no 

man was good enough to own another as a mere chattel. 

With respect to education and the advancement of learning, 

a comparison between the conditions of the time in which Vol

taire lived and those of to-clay, particularly in France, is most 

striking; for in England the light of reason had begun, since 

Newton and Locke and their followers, to make more tolerable 

the condition of men engaged in scientific discovery and philo-

sophical research. 
The present century has been an age of destructive progress. 
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The eighteenth century. particularly in France. recorded the ad

vance of civilization by destructive processes. The destructive 
process naturally precedes the constructive. Before a fieicl can be 
planted with grain, it must be cleared. 

Voltaire has been called a sceptic. Right! y understood that 
is not a hard word, though his enemies meant it to burn like 
vitriol. 

"Scepticism is file attitude assumed by the student in relation to the 
particulars which society adores, but which he sees to be revered only in 
their tendency and spirit. The ground occupied by the sceptic is the 
vestibule of the temple. Society does not like to have any breath of 
question blown on the existing order. But the interrogation of custom 
at all points is an inevitable stage in the growth of every superior mind, 
and is the evidence of its perception of the flowing power whic'ii remains 
itself in all changes."-Emerso11. 

When Voltaire reached middle life he found prevailing in 
France many of the crude and cruel ideas of the Middle Ages; 
superstition, intolerance, and jealousy of all new learning were 

still intrenched in the strongholds of civil and ecclesiastical 
authority. The Bastile held the wrecks of men who had been 

thrown into its dungeons for a book offensive to the orthodoxy 
of the time, but otherwise innocent. Truth in those clays meant 
such propositions as could be found within the narrow circle of 

conformity to the wishes of king or priest. A curious instance 
of this, even in England, is that of Dr. Howell's " History of 

England from the Time of Julius Cesar to the Accession of 

George III," published in 1766, in which, on page 193, after de
scribing the death, or, as it prefers to call it, the "murder," of 
Charles I, it proceeds at once, in the next sentence, to describe 
the reign of Charles II, without giving so much as a line to the 

Commonwealth under Cromwell. Learning had its limits set by 
bounds, which had scarcely broadened since the ages which we 
sometimes speak of as " Dark." Universities permitted their 
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students to learn only such things as squared with the notions of 

prevailing theology and kingcraft. 

Buckle, in his "History of Civilization in England," says: 

'·During hi,; (Voltaire's) residence in England his inquisitive mind 
had been deeply interested by a state of things so different from any he 
had hitherto seen; and he now published an account of that remarkable 
people, from whose literature he had learned many important truths. His 
work. w'hich he called Philosophic Letters, was received with general 
applause; but unfortunately for himself he adopted in it the arguments 
of Locke against innate ideas. The rulers of France, though not likely 
to know much about innate ideas, had a suspicion that the doctrine of 
Locke was in some way dangerous; and as they were told that it was a 
novelty, they were thus bound to prevent its promulgation. Their remedy 
was very simple. They ordered that Voltaire should be again arrested, 
and that 'nis work should be burned by the common hangman. 

These repeated injuries might well have moved a more patient spirit 
than that of Voltaire. Ce~tainly those who reproach this illustrious man 
as if he were the instigator of unprovoked attacks upon the existing state 
of things, must know very little of the age in which it was his misfortune 
to li\·e. Even on what 'has been always considered the neutral ground of 
physical science there was displayed the same despotic and persecuting 

spirit. 
Voltaire. among other schemes for benefiting France. wished to make 

known to his countrymen the wonderful discoveries of Newton, of which 
they were completely ignorant. With this in Yiew. he drew up an account 
of the labors of foat extraordinary thinker: but here again the authorities 
interposed. and forbade the work to be printed. Indeed, the rulers of 
France. as if sensible that their only security was the ignorance of the 
people. obstinately set their faces against every description of knowledge." 

Such was the temper of the times, and such the peril to which 

i.;hilosophers and scientists were exposed vvhen Voltaire and his 

associates joined D' Alembert and Diderot in conceiving and 

carrying into execution the greatest literary work that up to tl1ar 

time had ever been accomplished. Bayle's Dictionary and Cham

bers' Encyclopedia had preceded and gave suggestion as to form 

and arrangement, but in point of completeness the work of these 

French encyclopeclists was greater than any ever before at

tempted. It has been spoken of as " Undoubtedly the most splen-
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did enterprise ever started by a body of literary men.·· The 
patience and courage under which these men accomplished the 

tremendous labor of completing and publishing this encyclopedia 
can not fail to challenge our admiration. And through it all 

Voltaire, though banished from France, was a constant contribu
tor, and it was largely clue to him that the project did not fail. 

John Morley, in his life of Diderot, speaking of the encyclopedia, 
says: 

"No one will ask whether the keen eye, the stimulating word, the 
helpful hand of Voltaire were wanting to an enterprise which was to 
awaken men to new love of tolerance and enlightenment, charity, and 
justice. Wit'i:t characteristic vehemence he instantly pronounced it a work 
which should be the glory of France and the shame of its persecutors." 

No man had a better literary style than Voltaire for a suc
cessful argument and for spreading among the people the right
eousness of the cause he espoused. He was a master in the use 
of ridicule, which seems to be the only acid which certain forms 

of prejudice can not long resist. Intolerance, superstition, and all 

forms of torture were the especial objects of his indignation, and 
against them he directed the full power of his vigorous and caus

tic pen. It would be difficult to name another man who, single
hanclecl, accomplished so much in destroying popular error. The 
story of his championing the cause of the Calas family is too well 

known to repeat here. His essay on intolerance, written in con
nection with his account of the Calas affair, is the most complete 
and conclusive brief against the cause of bigotry and cruelty that 
was ever filed. 

The encyclopeclists and Voltaire realized, as n? men in 

France, up to their day, seem to have realized, tha\ until intoler
ance, superstition and cruelty were exposed to the people as 

unworthy of a civilized nation, there could be no real advance in 
learning. 
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);forley says, again, on this subject (in his ·•Life of 
Diderot ,. ) : 

''The idea of the miracle is sapped, not by direct arguments, but by 
the indirect influence of science and the exposition of the success of 
scientific method. It was here that the encyclopedia exerted real de
structive power, and it did so in the only way in which power of that 
kind can be exerted eit'her wisely or effectually. \Ve should describe 
the work of the encyclopedia as being to make its readers lose their 
interest, rather than their belief, in mysteries. This is the normal process 
of theological dissolution. It unfolded a vast number of scientific con
ceptions in all branches of human activity, a surprising series of acquisi
tions, a vivid panorama of effects won by the ingenuity and travail of man. 
A contemplation of wonders that man had wrought for himself replaced 
meditation on the wonders that were alleged to have been wroug'nt by 
the Gods. The latter were not so much denied by the plain reader, as 
they were gradually left out of sight and forgotten. Nobody now cares to 
disprove Jupiter, Juno, Satyrs, and Hamadryads." 

That was the well-defined purpose which Voltaire, Diderot, 

and the rest of that little group of philosophers and scientists had 
in view in collecting, in convenient form in their encyclopedia, 

not only all that was known of the mechanical arts and all the 
discoveries in science, but the vigorous assertion of the doctrine 

that learning was not harmful for man; that his brain and his 
reason should be respected, and that his body should not be tor

tured for permitting his n;ind to follovv wherever it was led in the 

pursuit of truth. 
Listen, a moment, to Parton in his life of Voltaire: 

''The plan of the editors (of the encyclopedia) was the same as that 
now pursued in the execution of similar works among ourselves; each 
subject was assigned to be treated by the person or persons best acquainted 
with it· and was to be handled wifo as near an approach to freedom as 
the cen~ors would permit. Rousseau wrote upon music; D' Alembert upon 
mathematics and the sciences dependent; ::\1armontel upon literary sub
jects; Haller upon physiology; Holbach upon chemistry; Tm:got upon sub
jects pertaining to political economy: Montesquieu left an unfinished 
article for it; Condorcet was a contributor; Buffon gave it assistance. 
It was altogether a noble design to which the best mind, hear:, and taste 
of France warmly rallied. and from which no class had anythmg to fear, 
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unless it throve upon fne credulity and degradation of the human mind. 
It had no warmer friend in France than Voltaire, who from the day of 
its announcement in 1750, had not ceased t.o labor for it with patriotic en
thusiasm and disinterestednes3." 

In the interest of this idea-in a crusade to rid education of 

the fetters with which it was then bound-they sought to lay 
before the people, in compact, incisive form, the doctrine of nat

ural religion, humanity, and tolerance. The encyclopedia was 
as great a revolutionary epoch in the domain of education anc 

learning as the political revolutlon which followed, anc! was 
largely prepared by it. 

Parton (in his life of Voltaire), speaking of the work of 
these encyclopedists, says : 

.. Bayle could only hint and insinuate, but Diderot, though still obliged 
to use management and precaution, could handle delicate topics with far 
greater freedom , besides marshalling all the sciences against the ene
mies of truth. From first to last, as we 3hall then see, Voltaire gave 'nis 
sympathy, his frequent co-operation, his fertile suggestions." 

Voltaire helped take down the barriers from learning. Lib

erty to worship Goel without fear of punishment is something 
for which we are grateful in this country to those who came from 

Holland and England, bringing that idea to our shores. Liberty 
to find out the laws of God's universe, and the true meaning of 
history; and to freely publish such discoveries is something for 
which we should be grateful to those men who, with Voltaire, 

overthrew the incubus of particular creeds of dominant theology . 

Charles McMicken was born four years after Voltaire died. 
JJut, in a certain sense, although their lives never touched in 

point of time, the great principle of Voltaire's life-opposition to 
denominational dogmatism--may be said to have affected the 
character of Charles McMicken as disclosed in the twenty-first 

clause of bis will, by the bounty of which this University was. 
founded, which begins as follows: 



BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS OF JOSEPH WILRY, ESQ. ··-zi) 

"Having long cherished the desire to found an institution where white 
boys and girls might be taught not only a knowledge of their duties to 
the Creator and their fellow-men, but also receive the benefit of a sound 
thorough. and practical education, and such as might fit them for th~ 
active duties of life; as well as instruction in all the higher branches of 
knowledge except JJe11ominational Theology, to the extent that the same 
are now or may hereafter be taught, in any of the secular Colleges or 
Universities of the highest grade in the country, I feel grateful to God 
that throug'il. His kind providence I have been sufficiently favored to 
·gratify the wish of my heart." 

Let no graduate of this University, therefore, be unmindful, 
m taking his degree, of his obligation to the work of those who 
enabled him to receive an education, free, in the larger sense that 

it permits him to pursue the truth open-eyed, free, and untram

meled. 

Your Alma Mater has said to you: 

"Let truth and falsehood grapple; 
Who ever knew Truth put to the worse 

In a free and open encounter." 
-Milton. 

Strongly contrasted with Voltaire was his contemporary, Dr. 

Samuel Johnson. Both were men of strong minds and great 

learning; but each represents a different type. Johnson may be 
said to have retained the mediaeval temper of mind; his method 

was the deductive method; jealous of the intrusion of any new 
fact or discovery or theory; orthodox and conservative in all his 
op11110ns. A true Tory. ·with him whatever was, was right. 

The world for him was the best poss~ble world. This might 

account for his prejudiced insularity and provincialism. His 

country, his college, and his creed were the best. He rejected 
any new idea that was inconsistent with the conservative re

spect.ability of propositions that he had received from his 
ancestors and he turned a deaf ear to facts which had merely in-

' trinsic evidence of truth to recommend them, if the truth were 
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new. He was a brave reasoner with old premises, but distrusted 

new ones. He carried his prejudices even into his dictionary, 

his greatest work; for instance, the nevv ideas which the Whig 

party of his day represented were so distasteful to him that when 

he defined a "Whig" in his dictionary, it was as "the name of a 

faction", while the word "Tory" is defined as "one who adheres 

to the ancient constitution of the state and the apostolical hie

rarchy of the Church of England." 

When the mob uttered its cry of "Wilkes and Liberty" in 

Johnson's presence, be replied, "I care for neither the one nor the 

other." And in conversation with Dr. John Campbell, Johnson 

is reported to have said, in 1769, of the American Colonists, 

"Sir, they are a race of convicts, and ought to be thankful 

for anything we allow them short of hanging." 

On the other hand, Voltaire took deep interest in America 

and her struggle for liberty, and was acquainted with Franklin. 

Bancroft says: 

'"No man of that century so embodied the idea of toleration as 
Voltaire; before he (Voltaire) had been a week in Pari.> Franklin claimed 
leave to wait upon him. We have Voltaire's account of the interview. 
Franklin bade his grandson demand the benediction of the more than 
octogenarian and. in the presence of twenty persons, he gave it in these 
words, 'God and Liberty.' Everywhere Voltaire appeared as the friend 
of America." 

Johnson was indifferent upon the subject of witchcraft and 

other forms of superstition; he was as likely, in an argument, to 

uphold as to deny the proposition that there were witches, and 

that evil spirits caused storms. He was indifferent to liberty in 

any sense other than such as the British constitution at the time 

he spoke recognized. When; in 1772, Parliament" was asked to 

remove the necessity of subscribing to the thirty-nine articles, 

J obnson said: 
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"Sir, they talk of not making boys at the University subscribe to what 
they do not understand; but they ought to consider that our universities 
were founded to bring up member s for the Church of England." 

I hope you will remember how Charles McMicken shut rhe 
door of this niversity against Denominational Theology. 

::\ aturally, Johnson had not much good to say of Voltaire. 

It would be interesting to speculate upon what the curriculum 
of this University would have been had the type of mind repre

sented by Dr. Johnson resisted and prevailed against the attacks 

of the type of mind represented by Voltaire. The testimony of 

your telescopes, your laboratories, and your microscopes might 
have had to pass the censorship of minds in which new discoveries 

and the overturning of established principles and theories were 

viewed with suspicion and associated with wickedness. The 

learned professor of history, whose long career at this University 

will be remembered with admiration and respect as long as the 

University lasts, would not have been permitted to treat his sub

ject in the open and critical spirit which so distinguished and 

illuminated his lectures. 
The grand figure of Johnson, great for his logical power, 

great for his vast learning, great to this day even in spite of Bos

well's well-intended adulation, stands out as the last of the great 

host of Dame Partingtons who have attempted with their con

servative mops to keep down the rising tide of knowledge brought 

about by the growth of the inductive method. 
The gradual fading of the dogmatism of yesterday before 

the light of scientific research, is nowhere better illustrated than 

in looking back through the successive editions of the Encyclo

pedia Britannica, and comparing articles upon a single Philo

sophical or Historical subject. Beginning with the first edition 

that was published in 1771, through the editions of .I780, 1824, 

1842, and 1859, down to the last edition of 1885, one gets, at a 
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glance, an idea of the slow. and reluctant change from darkness to 
light, from prejudice to an ope.n mind, from intolerance to 

tolerance. 

Surely, Voltaire is entitled to credit for having served the 

world by battering at the foundations of the old order, until they 
crumbled and fell. The cause of truth had waited long for a cham
pion in France till Voltaire came. 

Banished, persecuted, and villified by the credulity and in- · 

tolerance of his time, he patiently submitted his cause to the jury 

of succeeding generations, and who will say that he has not got 

the unanimous verdict of the Nineteenth century? He has won 
his case against dogmatism. One is reminded of Keppler, the 

astronomer's saying: 

"I may well wait an hundred years for a reader since God Almighty 
has waited six t'iiousand years for an observer like myself." 

My word to you is this: Go out from this University as opti
mists. An educated man to-clay; with such a degree as you re
ceive from this University, should be an optimist. It is the 

optimists who have moved the world forward. A pessimist lacks 
the enthusiasm and the confidence in his time and in his fellow

men to take a step forward. Voltaire has often been described 
as a pessimist, and Johnson as an optimist; but it seems to me that 
a proper sense of the meaning of those two words should · reverse 
their application. It is no guaranty of optimism to write a book 

about this world, and call it the best possible world, and in the 

same breath distrust all mankind in the use of its highest faculty, 
reason. True optimism rather consists in the temper of mind 

displayed by Voltaire, the keynote of whose life and doctrine wa;s 

the dignity of reason and the idea tha.t man could be trusted. He 
preached the Gospel of natural religion, that is, that man was by 

nature religious; that •belief- in God was essential and as natural 

to his existence as breathing. But Voltaire had the confidence 
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in man to say that he could be trusted to discover new truth with

out arresting the development of his race for good. The evolu

tionist is the true optimist; for he takes every new discovery and 

makes it part of a consistent story of the vastness and ,beneficence, 

slowly unfolding, of the wisdom of the Creator. To believe that 

each new discovery in science is a step forward, and good for 

man, is a more wholesome doctrine, a more uplifting creed. 

Therefore, I say to you, use the education which this University 

has put into your hands, in the spirit of Voltaire's broad optimism. 

Never permit a hedge to be set around man's intellect, or a dead 

line to be drawn beyond which in the pursuit of truth you may 

not safely go. 

Look back over the path by which real knowledge has slowly 

reached the place it occupies to-day. Remember that this educa

tion is not given to you as a gratuity for your own personal satis

faction, or for your own professional or business gain, or for a 

solace or cause of self-congratulation, but in the name of those 

who made it possible that you should receive it, I say to you that 

you are trustees, bound in conscience to share the labor of keeping 

strong and rational this institution of learning. You should be 

inspired with the desire to pay back again to those who come 

after you, your debt to the past, by service on behalf of those 

affairs of men which are more safely directed by those of each 

generation who have had the time and the opportunity to receive 

a liberal education. Such was the legacy from Voltaire and the 

Eighteenth century to the century about to close. May you, with 

all liberally educated men, do your part in transmitting to the 

coming century the splendid achievements in knowledge and 

humanitarianism which are the hard-.earned treasures of our own 

time. As John Fiske has recently said: 

'"Such is the scientific conquest achieved by the nineteenth century, 
a marvellous story without any parallel in the history of human achieve-
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ment. The swiftness of the advance has been due partly to the · removal 
of the ancient legal and social trammels that be>et freethinking in every 
conceivable direction. It is largely due also to the correct me'htods of 
research. The waste of intellectual effort has been less than in former 
ages. * * * The lessons that might be derived from our story are many. 
But one that we may especially emphasize is the dignity of man whose per
>istent seeking for truth is rewarded by such fruits. We may be sure that 
the creature whose intelligence measures the pulsations of molecules and 
unravels the secret of foe whirling nebula, is no creature of a day, but 
the child of the universe, the heir of all the ages, in whose making and 
perfecting is to be found the consummation of God's creative work. * * * 

The doctrine of evolution destroys the conception of the world as a 
machine. It makes God our constant refuge and support, and nature His 
true revelation; and when all its religious implications shall have been 
set forth, it will be seen to be the most potent ally that Christianity has 
ever had in elevating mankind. " 

JOSEPH WILBY. 

Cinci11nati, June 12, 1900. 
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(a) In the Acanemic Department the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
is conferred by the University upon the following students: 

Dadd Alexander, 

Ahraha111 Samuel Anspache1·, 

Hleanor Ashfield. 

l\foise Bergman, 

Hannah \Vatenuan Rillighcimer, 

Clyde Kemper Cairns, 

Clifford Cordes, 

Frances .Edna Cunningham, 

Caroline Rebecca Davi::;, 

Bodo Otto :\forgan Deneck, 

.:\la1-y Irene Dykins, 

Sarah Britton Fearnley. 

\\Tm. Harold Fineshriber, 

Estelle Haas, 

Rose Hnas. 

Cerlntde Fay Han'ey, 

Hrnst Hegc1·, 

l\lary Julia Hirst, 

Alma E. Holdt, 

Sara Jean 11owcll, 

Pizer Jacobs, 

Elana Goddard Knott. 

Lulu Krucker, 

Oscar \\'illiam I,ange, 

.En1il \Villiam 11iepziger. 

Beatrice Hope Long, 

Stuart Alldridge !\Ic<~ill. 

Blias l\largolis, 

Caroline Neff l\taxwell, 

HlizalKth .:\.1errill, 

1\Iilclred l\lerryweathe1·, 

Jacob l\Iielziner, 

Alfred C. :\Ioses. 

James Henry .:\.IulYeY, 

Ilertie Elizabeth Ohendorfer, 

Jacoh Salmon Hai;.;in, 

Salmon Portland Chase Roberts, 

Stella Virgi11ia Seybold, 

-:.\Jae Henrietta Solomon, 

Flora .Engenie Stoehr, 

Esther Straus, 

Arthur Vos, 

Alf1·cd ~!arshall Walker, 

Blanche \Veiskopf, 

Selma \\'inkier. 

Ruth \Vool111at1, 

J,illie \Vulfekoetter, 

Effie Wyler. 

Ceorgc Zepin . 

And the degree of Bachelor of Science is conferred upon the 
follo\\·ing students: 

Clara Dauman, 

lnvin \Y. Drieha11s. 

Jo::;eph George Faulkner, 

Adna I,eonarcl Innes, 

Ed·ward Henry Kersting, 

Conrad Ferdinand I,eue. 

"\Yilliam Preston Lykins. 

1,..ouis Phillip Oechsle. 

Frank I,ouif) Raschig. 

Edith Lillian Ree111eli11, 

I,ouisa :\Tary Rei11ke 1 

Oliver Herman Schlemme1·, 

Albert I,eo Stadermann. 

Anna r:mma Caro1ine Strautma111L 

l\Iaunrng Pertee Tucker. 

Ada \Vebcr. 

Elizabeth \Viltshire \\'1·ight. 

Charles James Yo1111g. 
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