w . Berne, Sept. 6 t.l961

Eidgendssisches Gesundheitsamt
Service fédéral de I'hygiéne publique
Servizio federale dell’igiene pubblica

Bern, Bollwerk 27, Tel. (031) 281 51
Telegr. FEDHYGIENE

Dr. Albert B. Sabin

The Childrens Hospital
Research Foundation

5.8.8.-41 Cincinnati 29/ Ohio
L/R U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Sabin,

In reply to your letter of August 30, I can give you the following information

In January 1961, we received from Haemoderivate semples of oral poliomyelitis vaccine
of all 3 types for testing. The manufacturing and testing protocols, received somewhat
later, are dated as of February 3rd, 1961. Lot numbers are 1/60 Typ I, 1/60 Typ II and
1/60 Typ III. From the general layout of these protocols as well as from conversations
with Prof. Auerswald and Dr. Eibl it definitely appeared that the vaccine lots in
question were manufactured in Austria by Haemoderivate. Both the protocols and our own
tests passed our provisional minimum requirements, which at the time made no mention
of SV40; additional tests for this agent will now be performed.

f/bn March 29th, 1961, a circular was sent by our office to all manufacturers
and importers of poliomyelitis vaccines stating that only vaccines authorized by your-
gself could be introduced and sold in this country under the label of Sabin vaccine .
where this authorization was lacking, neither the label on the container, nor on the
package, nor the accompanying leaflet should make any mention of your name. The repre-
sentatives of Haemoderivate in Switzerland were reminded of this decision by a personal
letter on June lst, 1961. Following this, they submitted to our approval labels and
leaflets which made no mention of your name.|It is obvious that our power to prevent
the use of your name by Hgemoderivate is 1imited to Switzerland.

You will appreciate that it is rather difficult for us to control Haemoderivate
in any way beyond the material that is actually introduced in our country. Thus, we
have to take their word that the vaccine was manufactured by themselves and the testing
protocols are not falsifications. The protocols mske no mention of the total volume
included in each batch.

With kind personal regards, I am

Yours sincerely

Dr. J. Lindenmann
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